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THE  REV.  VAUGHAN  THOMAS, 

AS  CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  LATE  OXFORD  BOARD  OF  HEALTH, 

INSCRIBES  THESE  MEMORIALS  TO 

THE  REY.  JOHN  COLLIER  JONES,  D.I). 

RECTOR  OF  EXETER  COLLEGE, 

AND  VICE-CHANCELLOR  OF  THE  UNIVERSITY  DURING  THE  PREVALENCE  OF  CHOLERA  IN  OXFORD, 
WHO  WAS  PLEASED  TO  NOMINATE  HIM  A MEMBER  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH 
AS  ORIGINALLY  CONSTITUTED  NOV.  XV.  MDCCCXXXI. 

AND  WHO, 

FROM  THE  FIRST  FEARS  TO  THE  LAST  REALITIES  OF  THE  DISEASE, 

NEVER  CEASED  TO  BE  PRESENT  AT  AND  TO  TAKE  A PART  IN  ALL  THE  DELIBERATIONS  OF  THE  BOARD, 
FORWARDING  EVERY  PRECAUTIONARY  AND  SANITARY  MEASURE 

BY 

THE  CONCURRENCE  OF  HIS  SANCTION, 

THE  COOPERATION  OF  HIS  AUTHORITY, 

THE  SUGGESTIONS  OF  HIS  PRUDENCE, 

AND  THE  EXAMPLE  OF  HIS  EQUANIMITY. 


PREFACE 


The  old 
pestilential 
diseases 
of  Oxford. 


Public  attention  was  much  directed  upon  the  approach 
of  Cholera  towards  Oxford,  and  during  its  continuance 
there,  to  the  cleansing  of  whatever  could  be  discovered 
likely  to  produce,  retain,  or  propagate  the  disease: 
and  no  place,  perhaps,  in  England  could  have  been 
found  better  prepared  in  these  respects,  by  the  united  ex- 
ertions of  numerous  Committees,  to  receive  the  expected 
Epidemic.  It  is  for  the  purpose  of  placing  in  the  clearest 
point  of  view  the  importance  of  such  vigilance,  and  to  keep 
alive  the  conviction,  that  the  public  health  will  at  all  times 
be  best  provided  for  by  the  continuance  of  the  same  sort 
of  care  and  attention,  that  I shall  shortly  set  forth,  first, 
the  fatal  effects  of  neglect  or  ignorance  in  these  matters, 
as  they  have  been  recorded  by  Antony  a Wood;  I 
shall  afterwards  endeavour  to  trace  the  steps  which  have 
been  taken  from  time  to  time  for  the  correction  of  the 
evils  he  has  described ; and,  lastly,  I shall  shortly  point 
out  a few  things  which  claim  immediate  attention,  as 
being  injurious  to  the  salubrity  of  the  air,  and  consequently 
to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  of  Oxford. 

The  frequent  recurrences  of  what  our  Annalist  calls 
plague,  pestilence,  pestilential  disease,  are  some  of  the 
most  extraordinary  as  well  as  lamentable  events  which  occur 
in  the  Chronicles  of  Oxford.  The  frequency  of  these 


maladies  at  last  became  such,  as  to  have  raised  the  ques- 
tion about  1493,  whether  it  would  not  be  advisable  to 
transfer  the  University  to  some  other  place,  there  having 
happened  in  the  course  of  that  century,  to  use  the  words 
of  the  Annalist,  thirty  pests  both  great  and  small.  In 
short,  the  danger  which  threatened  the  lives  of  Academics, 
for  it  is  to  these,  of  course,  that  the  historian  of  the  Uni- 
versity confines  his  statements,  was  so  great  and  pressing, 
that  it  was  thought  a necessary  appendage  to  every  College* 
and  Hall  to  have  some  rural  mansion  house,  or  place 
of  retreat  in  the  country,  whither  they  might  fly,  and 
where,  under  powers  delegated  by  Convocation,  they 
might  carry  on  their  usual  courses  of  academic  and 
collegiate  discipline.  For  it  was  among  the  many  terrible 
features  of  these  plagues,  as  they  were  called,  that  they 

a Magdalen  College  had  a House  at  Brackleyj  Oriel  went  to  its 
Hospital  of  St.  Bartholomew ; Merton  sometimes  to  Cuxham,  and 
sometimes  to  Islip ; Corpus  to  Witney ; which  last  College  had 
scarcely  been  founded,  before  its  Members  were  dispersed  by  a plague, 
and  that  so  severe,  as  to  have  urged  the  University  to  apply  to  Longland, 
Bishop  of  Lincoln,  and  Fox,  Bishop  of  Winchester,  for  some  remedy 
against  these  desolating  returns  of  sickness.  It  is  not  improbable, 
that  Bishop  Fox  was  the  promoter,  if  not  the  planner  and  designer,  of 
the  Commission  of  Sewers  which  the  Crown  issued  shortly  afterwards, 
as  will  be  more  particularly  noticed.  The  City  of  Oxford  had  its  pest 
houses  near  Portmead : there  were  also  one  or  two  down  Cheney 
Lane,  near  the  present  Lunatic  Asylnm. 

b 
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continued  very  long,  as  well  as  returned  very  frequently  ; 
so  that  academic  education  would  have  been  suspended  alto- 
gether, to  the  great  injury  of  the  Church  and  Common- 
wealth, had  it  not  been  for  these  places  of  refuge  and  pro- 
visions of  Convocation.  And  even  as  it  was,  so  great  were 
the  apprehensions  of  Hatfield,  Bishop  of  Durham,  and 
Simon  Islip,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  that  there  would 
be  an  insufficient  supply  of  Clerks  and  Scholars  for  civil  and 
ecclesiastical  employments,  that  the  one  founded  Durham 
and  the  other  Canterbury  College,  to  make  up  the  great 
and  increasing  deficiencies  which  they  had  witnessed. 
Such  were  the  woes  and  alarms  of  Oxford,  from  about 
the  year  1300,  to  the  last  notice  of  a plague  in  the  time 
of  Charles  the  Second. 

Enume-  From  the  contemplation  of  these  reiterated  calamities, 

ration  of  the  ..  ..... 

causes  of  we  naturally  turn  to  an  inquiry  into  their  causes; 

diseases  and  ^ese  we  shall  find  to  be  so  abundant,  and  so  sufficient 

in  power  as  well  as  number  to  produce  them,  that,  how- 
ever dark  and  mysterious  may  be  the  pathways  of  the 
Almighty  in  the  phaenomena  of  epidemics,  there  is,  with 
respect  to  the  origin  of  these  ancient  plagues  of  Oxford, 
little  left  to  conjecture,  and  less  for  speculation,  except 
indeed  upon  the  nature  and  agency  of  an  infected  atmo- 
sphere. For  the  causes  of  these  ever-returning  diseases,  we 
may  go  to  the  same  author  who  informs  us  of  their  ex- 
istence and  severity.  The  historian  may  be  cited  as  a 
pathologist ; the  sicknesses  which  he  has  recorded,  and  the 
causes  which  he  has  assigned,  will  serve  to  guide  public 
and  private  vigilance  in  the  present  day.  They  will  point 
out  the  necessity  of  providing  for  the  wholesomeness  of  the 
air  of  Oxford:  and  the  consideration  of  the  best  means  of  dis- 
infecting a tainted  atmosphere,  and  of  preserving  the  purity 


of  one  that  is  not  infected,  will  hence  appear  to  be  duties  of 
a higher  order  than  those  which  are  occupied  upon  archi- 
tectural embellishments,  or  works  of  convenience. 


SYNOPSIS 

Of  the  diseases  formerly  prevalent  in  Oxford,  and  of  the  causes  of 
them  (when  assigned) , from  the  Annals  of  Antony  a Wood. 


| D ue*.  | Under  what  denomination  recorded. 

1293  Several  diseases. 

1300  111  health. 

1338  Infirmities  of  body,  many  died. 

1349  A pestilence,  the  like  of  which  was 
never  seen  before. 

1448  A pestilence. 

1485  A strange  unheard-of  sickness,  the 
Sudor  Anglicus,  traversed  England 
from  east  by  south  to  west. 


1486  Another  pestilential  disease  in  Mag- 
dalen parish. 

1489  A pestilence  raged  violently  in  Mer- 
ton College. 

1493  A sore  plague  visited  the  University. 

Plagues  very  frequent  in  these  and 
in  after  limes.  A removal  of  the 
University  talked  of. 

1500  Thirty  pests,  great  and  small,  during 
the  last  century.  Another  this 
year. 

1503  Another  pestilence.  And  afterwards 
another  in  Merton  College. 

1508  A sore  pestilence. 

1510  Another  pest. 

1517  A pestilential  disease,  which  frighted 

away  the  Scholars  from  the  Col- 
lege newly  erected  by  Bishop 
Fox.  The  Bishop  was  supplicated 
by  the  University  to  look  into  and 
correct  the  mischiefs  which  caused 
these  diseases. 

1518  Plague  in  Canterbury  College  and 

St.  Mary  Hall. 


Causes  assigned | 

Making  bread  and  ale  with  the  cor- 
rupt water  of  Trill  Mill  stream. 

Filth  in  the  streets. 

Dung,  garbage,  and  other  filthinesses 
in  the  streets. 

Came  from  the  East ; it  ravaged  all 
Europe. 

Stagnation  of  the  waters  upon  the  low 
lands  about  Oxford  : the  sleeping 
of  many  scholars  in  one  dormitory. 

No  cause  assigned  ; but  the  cure 
given.  The  infected  to  keep 
themselves  warm  with  clothes  for 
twenty-four  hours,  but  still  with 
moderation,  and  to  drink  liquor 
warm. 

No  cause  assigned. 

No  cause  assigned. 

No  cause  assigned. 


Inundations,  and  scarcity  of  grain. 


No  cause  assigned. 

No  cause  assigned. 

No  cause  assigned. 

Stopping  up  of  water  courses.  Inun- 
dations which  putrefied  and  in- 
fected the  air.  “ I am  confident 
the  stopping  of  waters  was  the 
chief  reason  especially  for  these 
plagues  which  happened  in  1507, 
9,  11,  12,  14.”  So  says  A. 
Wood,  ad  annum. 

No  cause  assigned. 


Ill 


1537  A miserable  plague. 

1542  A plague. 

1542  A dangerous  pestilence,  being  the 
dregs  of  the  former.  This  pest 
lasted  most  of  the  next  year.  There 
were  twelve  pestilential  diseases  in 
the  reign  of  Henry  VIII. 

1557  A pestilential  disease. 


1562  A plague. 

1563  A violent  plague,  being  the  dregs  of 

last  year’s  mischief. 

1564  A pestilential  disease  in  Summer 

time. 

1571  A violent  plague  from  latter  end  of 
Lent,  and  continued  to  the  end  of 
the  year. 

1575  A sore  plague  in  October. 

1577  A most  pernicious  infection  next  to 
the  plague ; 600  sickened  in  one 
night;  spread  to  the  villages;  510 
died. 

1579  Plague  broke  out  again  violently. 
1582  Plague  near  the  gates  of  Exeter  Col- 
lege. 

1593  A violent  plague. 


1603  A vehement  plague  from  July  to 
December. 

1605  Plague  broke  out  again. 


1625  Plague. 


1636  The  plague  in  several  parts  of  the 

nation,  but  not  at  Oxford,  by  the 
care  ofthe  Chancellor  and  Proctors. 

1637  Plague  in  London,  but  not  in  Ox- 

ford. The  Act  put  off. 

1643  An  epidemcial  disease. 

1644  A great  plague  called  Morbus  Cam- 

peslris  ; a few  Scholars  died. 

1667  The  plague. 

1672  The  plague. 


No  cause  assigned. 
No  cause  assigned. 
No  cause  assigned. 


Eating  green  fruit.  Green  fruit  pro- 
hibited ; none  to  be  sold  in  Ox- 
ford. 

No  cause  assigned. 

No  cause  assigned. 

No  cause  assigned. 

No  cause  assigned. 


Highways  very  much  out  of  repair  ; 
the  Mile-way  Act  passed. 

From  infectious  damp  or  pestilential 
smell  of  prisoners  when  they  came 
from  gaol. 

No  cause  assigned. 

From  the  crowded  state  of  the  Cot- 
tages in  Oxford. 

Ill  air  occasioned  by  inundations, 
and  the  multitude  that  came  to 
Oxford  about  the  Act  to  see  the 
plays  and  interludes. 

Spread  from  London. 

No  cause  assigned  ; the  increase  of 
cottages,  called  also  cabins  or 
hovels  in  Oxford,  said  to  have 
caused  the  plague  to  increase  very 
much  3 years  ago,  by  taking  in 
foreigners  for  inmates  ; 150  erected 
during  the  last  50  years. 

The  crowd  in  Oxford  upon  holding  a 
Parliament.  But  the  chief  cause, 
the  number  of  cottages  erected  ; 
179  cottages  erected  between  1620 
aDd  1640. 


Dirt  and  filth  in  the  streets  and 
lanes  : scavengers’  wages  doubled. 
No  cause  assigned. 


From  this  Synopsis  as  well  as  from  other  evidence  it  Stagnation 
appears,  that  the  stagnation  of  the  waters  upon  the  low  waters 
grounds  about  Oxford  was  a frequent  cause  of  these  dis- 
eases,  which  waters,  (in  the  words  of  the  Annalist,)  for 
want  of  due  conveyance,  putrefy , and  infect  the  air ; which 
when  by  the  sun  exhaled  are  converted  into  mud  and 
dirt,  and  made  more  loathsome  and  stinking  by  the  Jish 
that  perish  therein.  Another  cause,  and  one  which  he  Dirtiness 
as  often  refers  to,  was  the  great  foulness  of  the  streets.  sfreefs 
This  led,  in  early  times,  to  an  application  to  the  Crown, 
and  a royal  mandate  to  the  Sheriff.  The  recitals  in  the 
document  are  so  just,  true,  and  pertinent,  that  I cannot 
forbear  extracting  them.  Aer  ibidem  tantum  corrumpitur 
et  inficitur  quod  Magistris  et  Scholaribus  et  alios  ibidem 
conversantibus  horror  abominabilis  incutitur,  commoditas 
salubrioris  aeris  impeditur,  status  hominum  graviter  Icedi- 
tur,  alieeque  intolerabiles  incommoditates  et  quam  plurima 
discrimina  ex  corruptione  hujusmodi  provenire  noscuntur. 

Again,  at  a later  period  the  King  interferes,  ordering  the 
streets  to  be  kept  clean,  for  the  avoiding  infection.  And,  in 
1643,  the  wages  of  the  scavengers  were  raised,  that  the 
dirt  and  filth  in  the  streets  might  be  cleared  away,  to  pre- 
vent the  danger  of  infection,  the  epidemical  disease  begin- 
ning now  to  break  forth.  And  still  more  distinctly  to 
shew  the  extent  of  these  nuisances,  it  was  found  necessary 
to  appoint  certain  Regent  Masters,  Magistri  viarum,  who, 
by  Tit.  xx.  §.  6.  of  the  Statutes  of  the  University,  were 
inter  alia  to  take  care  (in  the  quaint  language  of  that 
Statute)  that  none  of  the  inhabitants  should  throw  their 
dirt  into  the  gutters  before  their  doors  “ to  be  washed 
away  by  some  serviceable  shower,  which  might  happen  to 
come  and  do  the  work  of  the  scavenger''.'" 

b See  Laud’s  Remains,  p.  68. 
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Want  of 
ventilation. 


The  multi- 
tude of 
hovels  in 
the  midst 
of  the  City. 


The  next  cause  assigned  is  one  which  cannot  fail  to  be 
duly  appreciated,  under  the  present  improved  state  of 
knowledge  upon  the  importance  of  ventilation.  It  is  the 
obstruction  of  the  free  course  of  air  by  reason  of  the  houses 
having  been  so  built,  that  each  story  projected  farther  and 
farther  forwards  towards  the  street ; the  consequence  of 
which  was,  that  in  narrow  lanes  and  alleys,  where  there 
was  the  greatest  necessity  for  a free  circulation  of  air,  the 
overhanging  of  the  opposite  houses  formed  a sort  of  arcade, 
penning  up  the  air,  and  confining  the  noxious  smells  which 
arose  from  the  filth  below.  But  this  is  not  all  neither , 
says  Antony  a Wood;  for  in  time  they  take  advantage, 
after  they  have  built  upon  their  old  bulk  or  langable,  to 
put  out  another  beyond,  so  that  in  time  they  will  reduce 
the  streets  to  lanes.  This  I have  known  in  my  time,  and 
speak  with  resentment. 

A fourth  cause  to  be  collected  from  our  pathological 
Annalist,  is  the  multitude  of  hovels  or  cottages  which  had 
been  built ; for  from  such,  which  were  many,  it  was 
always  found  that  the  plague  took  its  rise.  And  again  ; 
by  the  erection  of  them  great  inconveniences  happened  to 
the  University,  by  taking  in  foreigners  to  be  inmates  with 
the  cottagers,  which  caused  the  plague  very  much  to  in- 
crease three  years  ago,  by  increasing  the  number  of  poor 
people,  and  entertaining  idle  persons.  These  cottages 
were  thickly  scattered  upon  the  line  of  the  old  City  walls 
and  ditches,  and  were  thus  brought  into  the  very  midst  of 
Oxford.  They  abounded  upon  and  about  the  area  now 
occupied  by  the  Museum,  the  Old  Clarendon  Press,  the 
Theatre,  the  Radcliffe  Library,  and  the  streets  contiguous. 
And,  to  add  to  these  sources  of  mischief,  a ditch  called 
Canditch,  in  no  respect  answering  its  name  of  Candida 


fossa,  extended  its  filthy  course  through  this  overbuilt  and 
crowded  district.  So  that  it  is  no  wonder  that  the  plague 
is  said  at  one  time  to  have  broken  out  near  the  Schools,  at 
another  near  Exeter  College  back  gate,  places  occupied 
or  surrounded  by  filthy  cabins,  and  skirted  by  a fetid 
ditchb. 

To  add  to  the  corruption  of  the  atmosphere  which  the  Butchers' 
inhabitants  were  doomed  to  breathe,  the  butchers  conti-  slaughter 
nued  to  very  recent  times  to  erect  their  stalls  down  the  ^HiUhy1 
middle  of  Butcher  Row  and  the  High  Street.  But  this  accompani- 
cause  had  better  be  stated  in  the  words  of  the  King’s 
Brief,  as  cited  by  Antony  Wood  ; “ The  King  (Edward 
the  Third)  was  careful  in  these  matters,  and  in  refining 
the  air  of  Oxon.  lately  injured  by  certain  noxious  smells; 
for  being  given  to  understand  that  a great  many  beasts 
were  daily  killed  within  the  walls  of  the  town,  and  also 
that  dung,  garbage,  and  other  filthinesses,  were  commonly 
lying  in  the  streets  and  alleys  thereof,  (by  which  the  air 
was  so  much  infected,  that  many  as  well  Scholars  as 
Burghers  were  overtaken  with  infirmities  of  body,  so  that 
many  died,)  he  forbade  the  same.”  It  is  afterwards  said, 

“ that  a stop  being  put  to  these  inconveniences,  the  air 
and  place  were  much  amended ; but  many  vile  people 
renewing  them  again,  divers  sicknesses  followed.” 

To  these  special  causes,  may  be  subjoined  the  destitute  The  desti- 
state  of  the  poor,  with  the  usual  accompaniments  of  such 


b Canditch  now  exists  as  a culvert,  running  through  and  under  the 
premises  upon  the  line  of  the  City  ditch  in  Ship  Lane,  Broad  Street, 
and  Holywell.  The  work,  like  all  others  of  the  same  sort  in  early 
times,  was  executed  upon  too  contracted  a plan,  and  without  due 
regard  to  the  fall  and  levels.  A good  head  of  water  should  be  made 
from  time  to  time  to  force  its  way  through  the  Canditch  culvert  from 
end  to  end. 
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destitution,  rags,  filth,  neglected  health,  impaired  constitu- 
tions, unwholesome  homesteads,  unhealthy  habits.  There 
was  also  great  inattention  in  the  higher  orders  to  their 
condition  and  concerns,  or  rather  a general  want  of  know- 
ledge in  what  may  be  called,  the  statistics  of  poverty. 
There  was  another  want  too,  which  modern  benevolence 
has  supplied,  by  legal  as  well  as  voluntary  provisions, 
that  of  medical  attendance  and  medicine ; besides  a pre- 
vailing indifference  both  among  rich  and  poor,  to  those 
particulars  of  cleanliness,  which  are  now  known  to  make 
districts  as  well  as  dwelling  houses  wholesome.  These 
representations  might  be  carried  much  farther ; the 
defective  state  of  the  law  and  the  want  of  power  to 
abate  and  remove  nuisances  might  be  insisted  upon  and 
exemplified  by  numerous  instances.  But  enough  has 
been  said  to  shew  the  nature,  number,  and  variety  of  the 
causes  which  cooperated  in  the  production  of  those  calami- 
tous diseases,  by  which  Oxford  was  afflicted  for  about  870 
years. 

The  steps  There  now  remains  the  more  agreeable  office  of  enume- 
rate or  re-  rat;ing  in  a general  way  the  means  by  which  remedies  were 

move  these  applied  to  these  evils ; in  other  words,  how  the  drainage 
nuisances  11  & 

and  fomites  of  stagnant  waters,  the  cleansing  of  filthy  streets,  the 
of*  disease  • 

clearing  away  of  projecting  stories,  and  making  the 
frontages  of  houses  perpendicular,  the  pulling  down  of 
small  hovels,  the  removal  of  butchers’  shambles,  the 
amelioration  of  the  condition  of  the  poor,  were  effected, 
as  well  as  all  those  other  improvements,  which  have  given 
pleasant  paths  to  the  passenger,  beautiful  streets  to  the 
spectator,  salubrious  air  to  the  breather,  and  so  many 
sorts  of  protection  to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  of 
this  place. 


To  Henry  the  Eighth’s  reign  is  to  be  referred  the  first  Royal  and 
great  and  efficient  legislative  measure  for  the  purification  Commui- 
of  the  atmosphere  of  Oxford,  “ the  Bill  of  Sewers,”  with  g°^r°f 
a new  proviso,  2,  8 Hen.  VIII.  c.  10.  A.  D.  1581,  con- 
veyed to  Commissioners,  not  only  here,  but  in  all  parts 
of  the  kingdom,  very  extensive  powers,  “ for  the  purposes 
of  cleansing  streams,  ditches,  gutters,  sewers,  trenches, 
and  relieving  the  lands  from  the  waters  that  stagnated 
upon  them.”  It  is  true  that  something  had  been  done 
in  this  way  very  early  in  this  reign,  that  is,  shortly  after 
the  foundation  of  C.C.C.  in  1516,  and  by  the  personal 
exertions  of  Bishop  Fox,  Bishop  Langland,  and  others,  as 
before  stated.  Perhaps  the  first  Commission  for  draining 
the  lands  round  Oxford  ought  to  be  referred  in  a special 
manner  to  the  interest  taken  by  Bishop  Fox  in  whatever 
concerned  the  health  of  his  College,  and  consequently  in 
whatever  would  improve  the  healthiness  of  the  place  in 
which  he  had  built  it.  However  this  may  be,  it  is  expressly 
said  by  Antony  a Wood,  in  his  unpublished  papers,  that 
the  Petitions  of  the  University  to  Bishop  Fox  and  others 
were  answered  according  to  their  desires ; since  which  time 
Oxford  has  found  such  remedies  against  these  nuisances, 
hy  the  strict  court  of  the  Water  Bailiff'  and  Commissioners 
of  Rivers,  that  little  or  no  reason  has  been  given  to  make 
such  complaints  again.  Under  this  Commission,  the  Water 
Bailiff  and  Commissioners  of  Oxford  continued  to  act,  till 
the  Act  of  Parliament  above  cited  prescribed  their  duties 
and  defined  their  powers.  These  powers  and  duties  were 
still  farther  defined  and  specified  by  13  Eliz.  c.  9 — 21. 

Jac.  I.  (the  Act  under  which  the  Crown  has  appointed  the 
present  Commissioners,)  and  7 Anne,  c.  10.  In  aid  and  Thames 
furtherance  of  the  great  objects  contemplated  by  these 
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Farther 
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ancient  Acts,  the  Thames  Navigation  Act  of  1750  contains 
various  provisions  to  protect  the  land  from  being  flooded, 
or,  if  flooded,  from  the  lodgment  and  stagnation  of  the 
waters.  The  Mile-Way  Act  also,  passed  18  Eliz.  c.  20. 
A.  D.  1576,  contributed  to  these  results  by  improving 
the  approaches  to  Oxford  ; and  when,  in  1771,  the  powers 
of  that  Act  were  rendered  available  “ to  the  removal  of 
encroachments  and  projections,  nuisances  and  annoyances, 
along  the  several  streets  to  the  great  roads  lying  on  the 
north,  south,  and  west  sides  of  the  said  University  and 
City,”  the  place  from  that  time  began,  with  rapid  strides, 
to  advance  towards  its  present  handsome,  cleanly,  and 
comfortable  state,  at  once  so  conducive  to  public  health, 
and  so  creditable  to  the  officers,  academic  and  civic, 
who  superintend  the  execution  of  the  Mile- Way  Acts. 
Neither  ought  it  to  be  forgotten,  that  upon  the  renewal  of 
that  Act  in  1781,  the  public  health  became  an  object  of 
special  consideration ; for  at  p.  100.  of  the  8vo.  copy  it  is 
found,  that  all  penalties  for  nuisances  “ from  hogsties, 
necessary  houses,  flesh,  dung,  or  other  noisome  matters 
heretofore  stated  to  be  in  or  near  the  principal  streets,  may 
now  be  put  in  force  with  respect  to  all  streets,  lanes,  alleys, 
ways,  and  places and  when  these  words  were  found  in- 
sufficient, others  were  added  in  1812,  in  order  to  make 
these  sanitary  provisions  still  more  comprehensive  and 
efficacious.  Accordingly  we  find  at  p.  112,  that  the  nui- 
sances before  recited  may,  by  a short  and  simple  form  of 
information,  be  abated  and  put  down,  even  if  they  be 
“ within  any  house,  yard,  garden,  or  tenement  in  the  said 
University  and  City  and  suburbs,  provided  it  be  offensive 
to  any  one  or  more  of  the  inhabitants,  or  other  person 
or  persons.” 


The  removal  of  the  butchers’  shambles,  and  the  building  Butchers’ 
and  inclosing  a new  Market  under  the  renewed  and  ex-  removed3 
tended  Mile-Way  Act  in  1771,  was  another  measure  Market 

. < built. 

greatly  conducive  to  public  health,  by  placing  under  a 
system  of  exact  superintendence  whatever  might  be  inju- 
rious to  health,  in  respect  of  any  sort  of  feculent  deposit 
or  unwholesome  food.  Besides  all  these  salutary  changes,  Hovels 
some  under  local  Acts  of  Parliament,  and  some  by 
other  means,  numerous  hovels  have  been  pulled  down 
from  time  to  time  in  all  the  central  parts  of  Oxford. 

The  area  of  the  Iiadcliffe  Library  was  covered  with  them, 
as  was  also  that  on  which  the  Museum,  Theatre,  and 
the  old  Clarendon  Press  were  built.  The  sides  of  the  Projections 
houses  are  now,  with  very  few  exceptions,  perpendicularly  f^the 
straight,  to  the  widening  of  the  streets  and  the  increase  frontsof 
of  the  current,  and  consequently  of  the  sweetness  of  the  air; 
the  streets  themselves  have  with  great  judgment  been  Streets 
pitched  and  paved.  Culverts  now  remove  what  was  once  pached.nd 
thrown  into  gutters.  Water  is  made  to  flow  at  any  time  Brains, 

copiously  down  the  principal  streets,  the  whole  surface  w.ater; 

1 J r i irrigation. 

of  which  may  be  washed  and  cleansed  by  such  irriga- 
tions. To  these  judicious  measures  is  to  be  ascribed 
the  extinction  of  those  morbid  affections  of  the  body, 
which,  under  various  names,  used  to  afflict  and  destroy 
the  inhabitants,  which  often  closed  the  School  and  the 
College,  caused  the  dispersion  of  teachers  and  disciples, 
filled  villages  with  refugees,  and  mingled  academic  studies 
with  the  pursuits  of  rustic  life.  To  these  same  improve- 
ments, (under  His  mercy  who  makes  all  causes  efficacious,) 
is  to  be  referred  the  comparative  fewness  of  cases  of 
fatal  attack  which  occurred  during  the  late  prevalence 
of  Cholera.  And  the  best  use  which  can  be  made  of  the 


knowledge  which  personal  experience  as  well  as  history 

have  so  abundantly  supplied,  is  to  follow  up  and  continue 

those  methods  of  purification,  which  have  been  found  to 

succeed  so  well,  till  all  that  is  offensive  or  unwholesome  be 

abated  or  removed,  and  that  nothing  be  left  within  the 

circuit  of  the  city  which  sensibly  infects  the  air,  and 

manifestly  endangers  health. 

Particulars  ■ The  ancient  Sewers  should  be  carefully  surveyed  through 
which  J J _ ® 

require  their  whole  extent;  their'  levels  should  be  revised  and 

attention.  ac]j  usted.  to  the  sites  of  the  streets  and  houses  erected  since 

they  were  first  taken ; new  lines  of  culverts  should  be 

carried  where  there  were  none  before,  that  every  house 

may  have  its  sink  and  drain,  and  that  filthiness  may  be  with- 

Drainage.  out  excuse.  If  any  one  of  these  particulars  may  be  said  to 

claim  priority  of  attention,  it  is  the  wretched  state  of  the 

culvert  which  follows  the  course  of  the  old  Ccinditch,  along 

the  outside  of  New  College  Wall  in  Holywell,  to  the 

master  drain  of  the  High  Street,  at  the  head  of  Long 

Wall.  But  before  this  or  any  other  improvement  be  taken 

in  hand,  it  will  be  necessary  to  construct,  after  an  exact 

survey,  an  ichnographical  plan  of  all  the  drains,  sewers, 


c The  art  of  taking  the  levels  of  water  was  sufficiently  known  for 
practical  purposes  by  the  Romans,  although  they  put  themselves  to 
much  useless  expense  in  their  aqueducts.  Frontinus,  in  his  treatise 
on  the  subject,  lays  it  down,  that  in  determining  the  fall  or  declivity 
at  which  water  may  be  made  to  run,  care  should  be  taken  not  to 
reduce  it  to  less  than  a quarter  of  an  inch  upon  100  feet  of  running 
measure.  “ Libramentum  aquce  in  centenos  pedes  sicilici  minimum  erit.” 
(Frontinus,  Artie.  28.)  Such  was  the  opinion  in  the  time  of  Trajan ; 
but  perhaps  Vitruvius  in  the  time  of  Augustus  thought  more  correctly, 
(at  least  for  the  purpose  of  drainage,)  when  he  says,  that  there  should 
he  a six-inch  fall  upon  a hundred  feet;  (Vitruv.  iii.  7 ) a rate  of 
reckoning  which  nearly  agrees  with  that  of  the  workmen  of  the  present 
day.  Frontinus’s  treatise  is  found  in  the  fourth  vol.  of  the  Roman 
Antiquities  by  Grsevius  and  Gronovius.  The  best  edition  of  it  is 
Oudendorpe’s. 
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water-pipes,  and  other  works  of  this  sort,  throughout  the 
ground-plot  of  Oxford,  that  public  attention  may  be 
brought  to  bear  upon  the  subject,  and  public  vigilance 
directed  to  the  dangers  to  life  or  health  which  arise  from 
the  insufficiency  of  the  present  drainage.  Neither  will  Irrigation, 
any  general  plan  of  drainage  be  successful,  without  a 
copious  supply  and  an  extensive  circulation  of  water, 
down  and  through  the  various  subterranean  and  super- 
ficial sewers  constructed  or  to  be  constructed  in  Oxford. 

To  give  full  effect  to  such  an  undertaking,  a l'eservoir 
should  be  built  in  some  central  situation,  of  an  elevation 
sufficient  to  command  all  the  levels  and  localities  of  the 
town.  The  present  structure,  though  its  position  be  well 
chosen,  is  in  many  ways  defective.  If  the  water  were 
forced  into  a tank  at  the  top  of  a water  tower,  (constructed 
upon  the  principle  of  the  Castellum^  of  the  ancients,)  it 
might  with  ease  be  conducted  into  courts,  yards,  and 
gardens,  and  so,  by  many  an  useful,  many  an  ornamental 
distribution,  it  might  be  made  to  minister  to  the  wants 
and  comforts  of  the  inhabitants,  to  the  salubrity  of  the 
air,  and  even  to  the  embellishment  of  the  place.  If  these 
matters  were  properly  introduced  to  the  consideration  of 
the  well-wishers  to  the  improvement  of  Oxford,  it  might 
be  hoped  that  Charity  or  Patriotism  would  sooner  or  later 
put  forth  its  energies  in  this  line  of  most  useful  and  humane 
exertion.  If  these  benefits  of  irrigation  and  drainage  were 
duly  felt  and  appreciated,  it  would  be  soon  perceived,  that 
private  munificence  could  not  exert  itself  at  this  time  in 
any  way  more  extensively  beneficial  to  the  temporal  well- 
being of  man  in  this  place,  than  by  contributing  to  the  com- 
pletion of  such  sewers,  conduits,  and  water-works,  and  by 
thus  helping  on  the  general  system  of  local  purification. 
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Oxford  has  already  produced  one  noble  example  in  this 
branch  of  benevolence,  and  perpetual  be  his  memory  ; 
perpetua  esto  memoria  Othonis  Nicholson , qui  urbern  hanc 
Hinxeianis  aquis  irrigavit.  But  there  remains  for  another 
Otho  Nicholson,  whether  he  arise  out  of  the  University  or 
City,  a still  larger  field  of  charitable  and  patriotic  enter- 
prize,  and  one  that  would  confer  even  a better  title  to 
perpetuity  of  fame.  The  field  that  still  lies  open  to  the 
philanthropist,  though  it  resemble  that  which  was  so  suc- 
cessfully traversed  by  Nicholson,  is  one  which  in  extent  is 
more  ample,  and  in  prospect  more  inviting.  Should  any 
be  disposed  to  become  benefactors3,  by  giving  or  be- 


a Among  the  Academic  Benefactors  who  have  most  contributed  to 
the  improvement  of  the  local  condition  of  Oxford,  the  pious  and 
erudite  John  Claymond,  first  President  of  C.C.C.  may  be  said  to 
occupy  the  first  place.  He  whose  modesta  gravitas  et  erudita  lenitas 
were  complimented  by  Erasmus,  (see  Epistle,  No.  438.)  who  was 
called  by  Leland  politus,  facilis,  Castalius,  (see  Encomia  Lelandi,)  whose 
knowledge  as  a Physiologist  and  fidelity  as  a Translator  are  shewn  by 
his  Version  of  and  Commentaries  upon  Pliny’s  Natural  History,  and 
whose  munificence  for  Academic  purposes  is  exhibited  in  his  endow- 
ments at  Corpus,  Magdalen,  and  Brasen-nose,  Claymond,  the  friend 
of  Vives,  Linacre,  Grocyn,  More,  and  the  other  revivers  of  literature  in 
England,  directed  his  large  benevolence  to  subjects  which  were  at  that 
time  new  to  the  lucubrations  of  the  Philanthropist,  that  is,  to  the  repair 
of  Roads,  the  rebuilding  of  Bridges,  the  widening  of  Water-courses, 
the  bettering  the  Streets  snd  approaches  to  the  place.  In  these  paths 
of  patriotic  charity  he  followed  the  steps  of  his  illustrious  Patron 
Bishop  Fox;  for  that  wise  and  munificent  prelate,  having  come  to  know 
the  danger  of  plague  both  by  his  own  experience,  (for  he  had  fled  from 
Magdalen,  according  to  Antony  Wood,  on  that  account,)  and  also  from 
the  representations  of  the  Members  of  his  new  Foundation,  (which 
for  the  same  reason  had  become  almost  deserted,)  procured  from  the 
Crown,  as  I have  before  stated,  that  Commission  of  Sewers,  which  began 
the  work  of  drainage,  and  led  the  way  to  what  was  afterwards  more 
effectually  done  for  relieving  the  low  lands  about  Oxford  from  stagnant 
waters,  and  for  purifying  the  atmosphere  of  the  place. 

Perhaps  the  shortest  way  of  setting  forth  Claymond’s  princely 
munificence  in  these  works  and  reparations,  will  be  to  cite  (from  a 
MS.  copy  of  verses  by  Shipreve  in  the  Archives  of  C.C.C.)  the  whole 
passage,  which  Peshall  has  cited  disjointedly. 


queathing  money  for  such  purposes,  they  will  find,  in  the 

Ut  reliquos  autem  sileant  mea  carmina  tractus, 

Oxonise  duco  gesta  silere  nefas. 

Hie,  quocunque  pedes,  quocunque  reflectis  ocellos 
Undique  Claymundi  munera  magna  patent. 

1 . Egrederis  portam.  qute  recta  vergit  in  Austrum  ; 

Claymundi  nummis  compita  strata  vides. 

2.  Hanc  penetras,  nitidi  quae  spectat  Apollinis  ortum, 

Hie  quoque  Claymundus  nobile  struxit  iter. 

3.  Vertis  ad  occiduas  cum  gressu  lumina  partes, 

Hie  et  saxa  virum,  sectaque  ligna  canunt. 

Quis  nescit  longo  constructos  ordine  Pontes 
In  prati  medio,  Botlea  parva  ! tui. 

Quos  prius  hie  populo  quam  sic  reparasset  egenti, 

Invia  terrigradis  haec  via  prorsus  erat. 

With  respect  to  the  first  of  these  works,  that  which  was  to  the  South 
of  Oxford,  towards  Abingdon,  consisted  (according  to  Peshall,  p. 
258.)  in  the  reparation  of  Folly  Bridge,  and  in  raising  the  causeway 
and  culverts  beyond  it.  The  next  work  towards  the  East  was  making 
a road  from  St.  Clement’s,  across  Cowley  Marsh,  at  that  time  the 
road  to  London.  (See  Memorials  of  Oxford,  p.  13.  No.  xxvii.) 
The  last  works  here  enumerated,  were  ad  occiduas  partes  toward 
and  on  the  Botley  Road,  and  consisted  of  a series  of  bridges  and 
causeways  repaired  and  rebuilt,  traces  of  which  may  be  discovered  in 
several  places  on  the  mead  to  the  south  of  the  present  Turnpike  road. 
See  Peshall,  p.  323. 

I omit  Claymond’s  Corn-house, 

ut  siccum  possit  saccus  habere  locum, 

(which  was  afterwards  repaired  by  Morwent,  Claymond’s  successor  in 
the  Presidentship  of  C.C.C.)  because  it  does  not  belong  to  the  class 
of  benefactions  under  consideration.  Other  benefactions  of  Aca- 
demics are  omitted  for  the  same  reason.  I cannot,  however,  pass  over 
Archbishop  Laud’s  attention  to  these  local  improvements.  In  a Latin 
Epistle,  which  the  University  wrote  to  him  in  1634,  and  which  is  to 
be  found  at  p.  68.  of  Laud’s  Remains,  he  is  said  to  have  felt  indig- 
nation at  the  sight  of  the  Hovels  which  had  been  built  so  near  the 
Colleges.  “ Thou  art  so  studious  (says  this  letter)  of  whatever  may  add 
to  our  comfort,  in  this  respect,  that  thou  hast  not  thought  it  beneath 
thy  notice  to  take  some  steps  towards  the  removal  of  obstructions  in 
the  roads  and  highways,  and  for  giving  greater  facilities  to  the 
Passenger.  It  is  thy  wish  to  give  every  corner  of  the  town  an 
Academic  appearance,  and  to  clothe  the  very  streets  with  the  grace 
and  elegance  of  the  Schools.  As  for  ourselves,  together  with  our  best 
thanks,  we  promise  that  we  will  comply  with  thy  wishes,  and  promote 
thy  views.  We  will  widen  our  narrow  courts  and  alleys,  we  will 
remove  whatever  may  block  up  our  roads,  or  impede  the  passenger; 
and,  as  far  as  it  may  be  in  our  power,  we  will  make  our  highways 
wide  and  handsome.” 
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Improved 
state  and 
condition 
of  the  poor, 


Commissioners  of  Sewers,  a body  corporate,  possessed  of 
power  to  take  and  hold  in  trust  any  testamentary  or  other 
contributions  for  improving,  carrying  on,  and  completing 
the  superficial  and  subterranean  drainage  and  defecation 
of  Oxford.  - 

Neither  must  it  be  omitted,  in  this  enumeration  of  the 
causes  which  have  co-operated  to  the  extinction  of  those 
pestilential  diseases  which  once  afflicted  this  place,  that  the 
poor  by  the  charity  of  public  law  (a  sort  of  charity  which 
has  of  late  been  brought  into  disrepute  by  the  charlatan- 
nerie  of  political  and  statistical  empirics)  have  been  rescued 
from  the  dangers  which  surrounded  and  the  diseases  which 
assailed  them,  by  parochial  relief  administered  in  every 
shape  which  was  required  by  the  necessities  of  sick  and 
suffering  nature.  The  charity  of  British  law,  now  the 
butt  and  byeword  of  every  wretched  sciolist  in  the 
school  of  expediency,  by  ordinances  no  less  conducive 
to  the  public  health  generally  than  to  the  relief  of  the 
sick  and  needy  in  particular,  was  one  of  the  great 
moving  causes  of  these  ameliorations,  by  providing  medical 
assistance  and  medicines,  and  houses  of  reception,  and 
bringing  under  parochial  notice  and  observation  the  woes 
which  reign  in  the  filthy  abodes  of  disregarded  poverty 
and  the  pestilential  chambers  of  unknown  and  unheeded 
sickness.  But  besides  these  laws  of  universal  application, 
Oxford  had  its  local  law , its  Act  for  the  uniting  of  Parishes, 
by  which  the  distresses  and  diseases  of  the  poor  were 
still  more  distinctly  brought  under  the  cognizance  of 
officers  attending  continually  to  this  very  thing. 

But  it  is  not  to  charity,  in  the  legislative  developements  of 
its  power , that  we  are  to  give  the  whole  honour  of  what  was 
effected  in  this  way  for  the  amelioration  of  the  health  and 


healthiness  of  Oxford.  Charity  has  largely  contributed 
to  those  improvements,  by  the  institution  of  an  Infirmary, 
a Dispensary,  and  various  methods  of  domestic  visitation, 
some  for  the  care  of  the  health  of  the  poor,  and  some  for 
their  moral  and  religious  improvement,  which  improvements 
by  the  eternal  laws  of  heaven  have  a direct  tendency  to 
improve  the  state  of  bodily  health,  and  the  civil  or  secular 
condition  of  man.  Clubs  and  Friendly  Societies  too  have 
had  their  influence,  and  in  their  measure  and  degree  have 
cooperated  with  other  provisions  of  law,  local  and  general, 
and  other  methods  of  charity,  private  and  parliamentary, 
to  produce  the  amendments  which  have  taken  place  both 
in  the  general  state  and  relations  of  the  poor,  and  specially 
in  their  lodging,  clothing,  food,  attendance  in  sickness, 
cleanliness.  When  these  particulars  are  compared  with 
what  they  were  during  what  may  be  called  the  pestilen- 
tial ages  of  our  history,  we  see  in  them  so  many  causes 
which  have  conspired  with  others  to  the  extinction  of  the 
old  plagues  and  pestilences,  and  to  the  making  of  our 
homes  healthy,  and  the  place  prosperous  and  happy. 

But  though  so  much  has  been  well,  ably,  and  effectually  Local  mis- 

done  to  convert  Oxford  from  what  it  once  was,  a place  chl.ef’  ?nd 

perpetually  subject  to  acute  diseases,  into  one  of  the  most  siderable 
' . magnitude 

clean,  comfortable,  pleasant,  and  healthy  residences  in  requiring 

England,  (although  it  be  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  aTtrurion1.6 

streams  and  streamlets,  but  a very  few  feet  below  its  level,) 

still  under  these  great  and  manifest  advancements  towards 

a perfect  work,  prudence  discovers  much  that  might  be 

better,  and  something  too  that  cannot  be  much  worse,  than 

what  it  now  is.  The  Trill-mill  stream  stands  first  upon 

the  catalogue  of  intolerable  nuisances.  It  once  really  was 

a stream,  and  still  continues  to  be  so  occasionally,  but 
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never  when  it  is  most  wanted.  This  uncertain  stream 
ought  to  attract  the  attention  of  every  well-wisher  to  the 
public  health;  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that,  by  the 
cooperation  of  all  the  statutory  and  all  the  prescriptive 
powers  vested  in  the  several  corporate  and  commissioned 
bodies  of  Oxford,  this  ancient  watercourse,  now  so  stagnant 
and  pestiferous  in  summer  time,  might  be  forced  to  flow, 
and  carry  oft'  those  fomites  of  disease  which  are  lodged  upon 
its  banks  and  bed.  Nothing  more  will  be  necessary  for 
such  a purpose,  as  was  shewn  by  the  experiment  of  the 
stank  thrown  across  the  main  stream  Aug.  16,  1882,  than 
to  erect  floodgates  at  that  very  place,  and  by  occasionally 
shutting  them,  to  throw  a flash  or  fresh  down  the  Trill- 
mill  ditch  when  it  may  be  wanted  to  purify  its  narrow  and 
sinuous  bed,  and  with  that  purification  to  disinfect  the 
atmosphere  which  hangs  so  heavily  above  and  about  it. 

There  are  other  grievous  nuisances  of  the  same  sort, 
and  one  at  least  which  may  be  corrected  and  abated  by 
the  same  remedy.  It  is  the  branch  of  the  Cherwell 
which  passes  by  King’s  mill,  and  runs,  if  it  may  be  said  to 
run,  along  the  bottom  of  St.  Clement’s.  All  the  drains  of 
this  populous  district  discharge  themselves  into  this  branch 
of  the  river,  which,  since  the  removal  of  the  mill  above, 
has  ceased  to  flow,  the  water  having  been  diverted  to  feed 
another  mill  on  a different  branch  of  the  stream.  The  lodg- 
ments in  these  stagnant  waters  are  in  summer  time  dan- 


gerously offensive  to  the  inhabitants.  The  same  observ- 
ations may  be  made  upon  the  drains  and  ditches  about  the 
New  Hamel ; upon  the  long  ditch  at  the  back  of  the  Friars, 
towards  Littlegate  Bridge;  upon  the  ditch  at  the  back  of 
Archer’s  Brewery ; upon  that  called  the  Shire  ditch  in  St. 
Aldate’s,  and,  with  some  qualification,  upon  that  which  in- 
tersects the  meadow  under  Merton  wall.  For  some  of  these 
cases  the  remedy  will  be  found  in  occasional  Jlashes  or 
freshes  sent  down  by  those  who  have  the  command  of  the 
head  of  water  above  these  levels,  by  which  the  noisome 
deposits  in  these  drains  and  ditches  would  be  driven 
downwards  and  dispersed,  and  the  surrounding  air  puri- 
fied. As  to  the  ditches  about  the  Friars  and  the  New 
Hamel,  other  remedies  must  be  found  and  applied ; the 
first  should  be  filled  up,  the  last  must  be  carried  under 
the  canal  by  a culvert  into  the  river  on  the  other  side. 

Such  then  is  the  short  representation  of  the  old  afflictions 
of  Oxford,  their  causes,  remedies,  and  correctives,  and 
such  the  suggestions  in  respect  of  farther  improvements 
and  ameliorations,  which  I have  thought  it  useful  to  pre- 
fix to  these  Memorials,  in  the  hope  that  the  benefits  which 
we  have  already  derived  from  judicious  alterations,  may 
direct  the  attention  of  the  public  to  the  works  which  may 
be  still  wanting  to  better  the  physical  condition  of  the 
place,  and  its  inhabitants. 


THE  REV.  VAUGHAN  THOMAS, 

AS  CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  LATE  OXFORD  BOARD  OF  HEALTH, 

BEGS  LEAVE  TO  PRESENT  A COPY  OF  THESE  MEMORIALS  OF  CHOLERA  IN  OXFORD, 

TO  EACH  OF  THOSE  GENTLEMEN  OF  THE  UNIVERSITY  AND  CITY 
WHO  WERE  MEMBERS  OF  THAT  BOARD, 

IN  TESTIMONY  OF  HIS  SENSE  OF  THE  DISTINCTION  WHICH  THEY  WERE  PLEASED  TO  CONFER  UPON  HIM 

BY  PLACING  HIM  IN  THE  CHAIR, 

AND  BY  THEIR  HONORARY  GIFT  OF  A SILVER  INK  STAND, 

BUT  MORE  ESPECIALLY 

FOR  THE  PURPOSE  OF  COMMEMORATING  THAT  COMMUNITY  OF  FEELING 

AND  THAT  CORDIAL  CO-OPERATION, 

WHICH  GAVE  PROMPTITUDE  AND  EFFICIENCY  TO  ALL  THE  MEASURES  OF  THE  BOARD, 

AND  MADE  THEM,  UNDER  GOD’S  BLESSING, 

POWERFUL  MEANS  AND  INSTRUMENTS  OF  GOOD  TO  THE 


INHABITANTS  OF  OXFORD. 


MEMORIALS,  Ac 


Prepara- 
tions made 
in  the 
Autumn  of 
1831. 


In  the  Autumn  of  1831,  after  the  malignant  or 
spasmodic  Cholera  had  shewn  itself  at  Sunderland, 
the  Authorities  of  Oxford  entertained  the  conviction, 
that  something  should  be  done,  and  without  loss  of 
time,  in  the  way  of  preparation  and  precaution,  lest  it 
should  happen  in  this  as  in  other  places,  that  upon 
the  arrival  of  the  Disease,  afflictions  should  be  aggra- 
vated and  dangers  increased,  in  consequence  of  pre- 
vious negligence.  Under  this  sense  of  official  respon- 
sibility, the  Ilev.  Dr.  John  Collier  Jones,  Rector  of 
Exeter  College,  Vice-Chancellor  of  the  University, 
and  Richard  Sheen,  Esq.  Mayor  of  Oxford,  held  a 
conference  at  the  Vice-Chancellor’s  on  the  first  of 
November,  at  which  it  was  deemed  expedient  to  form 
a Board  of  Health,  for  provisional  and  precautionary 
purposes.  With  this  view,  on  the  15th  of  November, 
a Public  Meeting  was  convened  in  the  Audit  Room  of 
the  City  of  Oxford,  when  the  following  Resolutions 
were  unanimously  agreed  to. 


At  a Meeting  holden  in  the  Audit  Room  of  the  Town  Hal/,  Nov.  15, 

° **  1831  firs 

Oxford,  on  Tuesday,  the  15 th  Day  of  November,  1831  : Board  of 

Health. 

Present, 

The  Reverend  the  Vice-Chancellor,  the  Worshipful  the 

Mayor,  the  Resident  Physicians,  and  other  Members  of  the 

University  and  Inhabitants  of  the  City  : 

It  was  Resolved, 

That  it  is  expedient,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing,  as  far  as 
possible,  the  introduction  and  spreading  of  the  Cholera  Mor- 
bus in  this  University  and  City,  to  establish  a Board  of 
Health,  to  which  the  Parochial  Committees  already  formed 
shall,  from  time  to  time,  make  their  Report. 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  consist  of  the  Reverend  the 
Vice-Chancellor,  the  Mayor,  the  two  Proctors,  the  two  Bai- 
liffs, the  Resident  Members  of  the  Medical  Profession,  six 
Gentlemen  of  the  University,  and  six  of  the  City,  to  be  nomi- 
nated by  the  Vice-Chancellor  and  Mayor  respectively,  who 
shall  also  be  empowered  to  fill  up  vacancies,  in  case  of  sick- 
ness or  unavoidable  absence. 

That  the  Commissioners  under  the  Paving  Acts,  the  Com- 
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missionersof  Sewers,  and  the  Market  Committee,  be  requested 
to  give  particular  directions  for  the  efficient  cleansing  of  all 
places  within  their  jurisdiction  and  control,  especially  of 
those  which  are  confined  and  crowded ; that  all  the  Ditches, 
Drains,  and  Reservoirs,  be  thoroughly  cleansed,  and  all 
Stagnant  Water  be  cleared  away,  and  the  Sewers  rendered 
free  from  all  obstructions. 

That  the  Water  Works1  Committee  be  requested  to  give 
directions,  that  there  be,  at  all  convenient  times,  a supply  of 
Water  to  run  through  the  several  Streets  and  Lanes,  and  to 
give  effect,  as  far  as  is  practicable,  to  the  directions  of  the 
Commissioners  under  the  Paving  Acts,  the  Commissioners  of 
Sewers,  and  the  Market  Committee. 

That  the  Meeting  strongly  recommend  to  all  the  Inhabitants 
the  strictest  attention  to  Cleanliness  in  their  Persons  and  Ha- 
bitations ; to  the  thorough  Ventilation  of  their  Rooms  by 
the  admission  of  a free  current  of  Air,  particularly  in  dry 
weather  ; to  keep  the  Windows,  especially  of  Bedrooms, 
in  good  repair,  in  order  that  no  Person  may  be  exposed 
during  sleep  to  currents  of  Night  Air  ; that  the  Landlords 
of  Houses  occupied  by  indigent  Persons  be  requested  to  have 
their  Apartments  washed  with  Hot  Lime  as  soon  as  may  be ; 
that  no  accumulation  of  Filth  he  suffered  to  remain  on  their 
Premises ; and  the  Meeting  earnestly  urge  the  strictest  tem- 
perance and  regularity  of  living,  particularly  in  abstaining 
from  the  use  of  spirituous  liquors,  as  the  surest  means  of 
protection  from  the  Pestilence  with  which  the  Country  is 
threatened. 

The  Parochial  Committees  arc  recommended  to  direct  their 
attention  to  the  state  of  Houses  in  Alleys,  Bye-Lanes,  and 


Passages,  and  to  cause  all  Filth  and  Rubbish  to  be  removed 
therefrom. 

That  the  Board  of  Health  hold  their  first  Meeting  on 
Friday,  the  18th  of  November  instant,  in  the  Audit  Room  of 
the  Town  Hall,  at  Ten  o’clock  in  the  Forenoon. 

J.  C.  Jones,  Vice-Chancellor. 

R.  Sheen,  Mayor. 

By  virtue  of  these  Resolutions,  a Board  of  Health 
was  constituted,  consisting  of  the  chief  Magistrates  ot 
the  University  and  City  of  Oxford,  together  with  the 
Gentlemen  of  the  Medical  profession,  and  twelve 
others  specially  named,  six  by  the  Vice-Chancellor, 
and  six  by  the  Mayor  of  Oxford.  When  these  nomi- 
nations had  taken  place,  the  Board  was  composed  of 
the  following  Members. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  John  Collier  Jones,  Vice-Chancellor  of 
Oxford. 

Richard  Sheen,  Esq.  Mayor  of  Oxford. 

The  Rev.  Francis  Clerke,  Senior  Proctor. 

The  Rev.  Richard  Young,  Junior  Proctor. 

Mr.  John  Thorp,  Bailiff. 

Mr.  William  Parker,  Bailiff. 

Named  by  the  Vice-Chancellor . 

The  Rev.  Dr.  George  William  Hall,  Master  of  Pembroke 
College. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Thos.  Edward  Bridges,  President  of  C.C.C. 


/ / 
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The  Venerable  C.  C.  Clerke,  Archdeacon  of  Oxford. 
The  Rev.  Dr.  Philip  Bliss,  Registrar  of  the  University. 
The  Rev.  Vaughan  Thomas. 

The  Rev.  Joseph  Carter. 


Named  by  the  Mayor. 

Mr.  Alderman  Parsons. 

Mr.  Alderman  Ensworth. 

Mr.  James  Banting,  (afterwards  Mayor.) 

Mr.  William  Thorp. 

Mr.  William  Henry  Butler. 

Mr.  William  Joy. 

Physicians. 

Dr.  George  Williams,  Regius  Professor  of  Botany. 

Dr.  John  Kidd,  Regius  Professor  of  Medicine. 

Dr.  James  Adey  Ogle,  Aldrichian  Professor  of  Medicine. 
Dr.  John  Wootten. 

Dr.  Charles  Joseph  Bishop. 

Dr.  Charles  G.  B.  Daubeny. 

Surgeons  and  general  Practitioners. 

Mr.  Thomas  Allen. 

Mr.  Thomas  Tennant  Coar. 

Mr.  John  Dickeson. 

Mr.  Patrick  Madgett. 

Mr.  John  Martin. 

Mr.  James  Paxton. 

Mr.  William  Rusher. 

Mr.  Deodatus  Stone. 

Mr.  John  Symonds. 
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Mr.  William  Tuckwcll. 

Mr.  Charles  Wcbh. 

Mr.  Charles  Wingfield. 

Mr.  J.  Francis  Wood. 

From  this  time  to  the  close  of  the  year  1831,  the  Precautions 

J taken  the 

Committee  was  occupied  upon  the  consideration  and  latter  end 

1 1 of  1831  and 

execution  of  various  measures  for  the  cleansing  of  the  ^ginning 
City  and  Suburbs,  in  concert  with  the  Commis- 
sioners under  the  Paving  Act,  the  Water  Works 
Company,  and  the  Parochial  Committees.  These 
labours  continued  through  the  months  of  January, 
February,  and  March,  1832,  and  many  salutary 
arrangements  wrere  made  in  contemplation  of  the 
Disease,  and  for  the  mitigation  of  its  violence,  should 
it  reach  Oxford.  Some  steps  were  also  taken  to 
clean  out  Trill  Mill  Stream,  to  obtain  the  use  of 
the  old  national  school  room,  to  provide  nurses,  to 
settle  the  course  of  medical  treatment,  and  to  effect 
the  speedy  removal  of  vagrants  out  of  the  place. 

Various  nuisances  were  abated,  and  many  improve- 
ments effected  in  the  state  and  condition  of  the  place, 
as  to  the  cleanliness  of  its  lanes,  yards,  and  alleys, 
although  upon  closer  inspection,  and  under  fuller 
powers,  much  was  afterwards  discovered  by  the  Com- 
mittee, which  required  removal  and  correction  in  the 
same  way. 

* b 2 


April  17. 
Cholera  at 
1 1 ag  borne, 
near  Wal- 
lingford. 


April  22. 
The  case  of 
Mary  Lead  - 
beater  of 
St.  Ebbe. 


June  2t>. 
The  Castle 


Cholera  having  appeared  at  Hagborne,  a village  in 
Berkshire,  about  six  miles  from  Wallingford,  Profes- 
sor Kidd  was  requested  by  the  Vice-Chancellor  and 
Mayor  of  Oxford  to  see  the  medical  Gentleman  who 
attended  the  Patient.  Dr.  Kidd,  with  his  usual  de- 
votion to  the  cause  of  science  as  well  as  the  interests 
of  humanity,  verified  all  the  particulars  of  the  case, 
and  reported  on  the  17th  of  April,  that  it  was  de- 
cidedly a case  of  malignant  Cholera,  but  that  the 
Disease  had  not  spread  either  at  Hagborne  or  in  the 
neighbourhood. 

On  the  22d,  however,  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee was  directed  to  a much  nearer  cause  of  appre- 
hension ; it  was  the  case  of  a poor  woman  of  St. 
Ebbe’s,  named  Leadbeater.  Dr.  Kidd  attended,  and 
at  the  time  of  bis  attendance  found  the  symptoms 
very  nearly  balanced  between  those  of  European  and 
those  of  Asiatic  Cholera,  although  afterwards,  to  use 
the  Professor’s  expressive  language,  they  fearfully  re- 
minded him  of  the  description  of  some  of  the  severer 
cases  of  the  epidemic.  The  woman  died  : but  no  case 
even  of  suspicion  occurred  during  the  rest  of  April  or 
May.  It  was  not,  in  short,  till  the  25th  of  June, 
that  the  Committee  felt  it  to  be  their  duty  to  declare, 
that  Cholera  had  distinctly  and  indubitably  shewn 
itself  in  Oxford.  Mr.  J.  Francis  Wood,  Surgeon  and 
Apothecary  to  the  Castle  Gaol,  on  the  26th  of  June, 


cases. 
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reported  to  the  Board  of  Health,  that  a fatal  case 
of  Cholera  had  occurred  in  the  Castle  on  the  day 
before.  Dr.  Kidd  also  reported  that  there  were  two 
cases  in  the  City,  in  a mitigated  form. 

On  the  29th  it  was  resolved,  that  the  officiating 
Ministers  of  the  Parishes  of  Oxford  should  be  added 
to  the  Board  of  Health,  a resolution  which  in  the 
event  was  attended  with  the  happiest  results,  bringing 
as  it  did  into  fuller  and  better  effect  those  strenuous 
exertions,  which  the  Clergy  wrere  making  in  their 
respective  Parishes.  A formal  application  was  also 
made  to  the  Central  Board  of  Health,  Whitehall,  to 
the  intent,  that  a regular  official  appointment  might 
be  made  forthwith,  and  that  the  Board  might  thus 
become  invested  with  powers  sufficient  to  give 
validity  to  its  acts  and  orders.  The  Central  Board 
lost  no  time  in  making  the  desired  appointment, 
when  the  Oxford  Board  became  enlarged,  both  in 
number  and  power.  It  then  consisted  of  the  following 
members. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  John  Collier  Jones,  Vice-Chancellor  of 
Oxford. 

Richard  Sheen,  Esq.  Mayor  of  Oxford. 

The  Rev.  Francis  Clerke,  Senior  Proctor. 

The  Rev.  Richard  Young,  Junior  Proctor. 

Mr.  John  Thorp,  Bailiff. 

Mr.  William  Parker,  Bailiff. 


June  29. 
The  Clergy 
of  Oxford 
added  to 
tbe  Board 
of  Health. 


July  1. 

The  Oxford 
Board  con- 
stituted by 
the  Central 
Board  ac- 
cording to 
the  Act. 
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The  Rev.  Dr.  George  William  Hall,  Master  of  Pembroke 
College. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Thomas  Edward  Bridges,  President  of  C.C.C. 
The  Venerable  C.  C.  Clerke,  Archdeacon  of  Oxford. 

The  Rev.  Philip  Bliss,  Registrar  of  the  University. 

The  Rev.  Vaughan  Thomas. 

The  Rev.  Joseph  Carter. 

Mr.  Alderman  Parsons. 

Mr.  Alderman  Ensworth. 

Mr.  James  Banting. 

Mr.  William  Thorp. 

Mr.  William  Henry  Butler. 

Mr.  William  Joy. 

Dr.  George  Williams,  Regius  Professor  of  Botany. 

Dr.  John  Kidd,  Regius  Professor  of  Medicine. 

Dr.  James  Adey  Ogle,  Aldrichian  Professor  of  Medicine. 

Dr.  John  Wootten. 

Dr.  Charles  Joseph  Bishop. 

Dr.  Charles  G.  B.  Daubeny. 

Mr.  Thomas  Allen. 

Mr.  Thomas  Tennant  Coar. 

Mr.  John  Dickeson. 

Mr.  Patrick  Madgett. 

Mr.  John  Martin. 

Mr.  James  Paxton. 

Mr.  William  Rusher. 

Mr.  Deodatus  Stone. 

Mr.  John  Symonds. 

Mr.  William  Tuckwell. 

Mr.  Charles  Webb. 


Mr.  Charles  Wingfield. 

Mr.  J.  Francis  Wood. 

Officiating  Ministers  of  Parishes. 

The  Rev.  Ernest  Hawkins,  Rector  of  St.  Aldate. 

The  Rev.  John  Calcott,  Perpetual  Curate  of  All  Saints. 

The  Rev.  J.  W.  Hughes,  Rector  of  St.  Clement. 

The  Rev.  W.  W.  Champneys,  Rector  of  St.  Ebbe. 

The  Rev.  George  Tyndall,  Perpetual  Curate  of  Holywell. 
The  Officiating  Minister  of  the  Parish  of  St.  John. 

The  Officiating  Minister  of  St.  Martin. 

The  Rev.  John  Perkins,  Curate  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen. 

The  Rev.  J.  H.  Newman,  Vicar  of  St.  Mary  the  Virgin. 

The  Rev.  John  Radford,  Perpetual  Curate  of  St.  Michael. 
The  Rev.  John  Penson,  Rector  of  St.  Peter  le  Bailey. 

The  Rev.  Thomas  Griffith,  Vicar  of  St.  Peter  in  the  East. 
The  Rev.  Joseph  Stroud,  Curate  of  St.  Peter  in  the  East. 
The  Rev.  John  Jones,  Perpetual  Curate  of  St.  Thomas. 

By  a Resolution  of  the  Board  on  the  2d  of  July, 
the  Rev.  Vaughan  Thomas  was  appointed  Chairman, 
and  Mr.  William  Thorp  was  requested  to  accept  the 
office  of  Secretary,  with  some  suitable  remuneration 
for  his  labour  and  loss  of  time.  This  was  declined 
by  Mr.  Thorp  ; but  that  Gentleman,  with  character- 
istic benevolence,  undertaking  to  perform  those  duties 
gratuitously,  he  was,  with  the  warm  acknowledgments 
of  the  Board,  made  Honorary  Secretary. 


July  2. 
Chairman 
and  Secre- 
tary ap- 
pointed. 


ofepower°ns  The  measure  °f  importance,  which  engaged  the 
parishes  to  attention  of  the  Board  upon  its  entering  upon  busi- 
the  Board.  negg)  waSj  conformity  with  the  regulations  pre- 
scribed by  the  Act  of  Parliament,  to  obtain  from  the 
Parishes  of  Oxford  and  its  suburbs,  delegations  of 
powers  necessary  to  enable  the  Board  to  carry  into 
effect  the  sanitary  provisions  of  the  Legislature.  Those 
powers  were  delegated  by  St.  Aldate’s,  All  Saints, 
St.  Clement’s,  St.  Ebbe’s,  Holywell,  St.  John’s,  St. 
Martin’s,  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  St.  Mary  the  Virgin,  St. 
Michael’s,  St.  Peter’s  in  the  East,  St.  Peter’s  le  Bailey, 
St.  Thomas’s,  in  short,  by  all  the  Parishes  but  St. 
Giles’s,  which  Parish  thought  it  more  expedient  to 
have  a distinct  and  separate  Board. 

The  amount  The  population  thus  placed  under  the  care  of  the 

of  Popula- 
tion under  Oxford  Board  of  Health  amounted  to  between  eigh- 

the  care  of 

the  Board,  teen  and  nineteen  thousand  individuals,  according  to 
the  census  of  1830. 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

St.  Aldate  .... 

. 698 

. 754  . 

1452 

All  Saints  .... 

. 275 

. 285  . 

560 

St.  Ebbe  .... 

. 1537 

. 1586  . 

3123 

Holywell  .... 

. 443 

. 501  . 

944 

St.  John  .... 

61 

61  . 

122 

St.  Martin  .... 

. 240 

. 250  . 

490 

St.  Mary  Magdalen  . 

. 1132 

. 1308  . 

2440 

St.  Mary  the  Virgin 

. 192 

. 227  . 

419 

St.  Michael  . . . 

. 449 

. 522  . 

971 

St.  Peter  in  the  East 

. 522  . 

604  . 

1126 

St.  Peter  le  Bailey 

. 616  . 

620  . 

1236 

St.  Thomas  . . • 

. 1647  . 

1630  . 

3277 

St.  Clement  . . 

. 890  . 

946  . 

1836 

The  Castle  Gaol 

. 135  . 

13  . 

148 

8837 

9307 

18144 

It  was  also  thought  desirable 

to  bring 

about 

more  prompt  and  direct  communication  of  the  opinions 
and  wishes  of  those  Parishes  which  had  confided  their 
interests  to  the  Board,  so  as  to  enable  them  to  speak 
each  by  a delegate  or  deputy,  chosen  by  themselves, 
and  added  to  the  previously  appointed  members  of 
the  Oxford  Board  of  Health.  This  arrangement  was  August  n, 

the  Board 

effected  on  the  11th  of  August,  when  the  Central  enlarged. 
Board  confirmed  the  appointment  of  the  following 
Gentlemen. 

Mr.  Edward  Goodwin,  Governor  of  the  House  of  Industry. 

Mr-  David  Brocklesby,  of  St.  Aldate. 

Mr.  Thomas  Taylor,  of  All  Saints. 

The  Rev.  H.  B.  Bulteel,  of  St.  Ebbe. 

Mr.  John  Haines,  of  Holywell. 

Mr.  George  Valentine  Cox,  of  St.  John. 

Mr.  William  Baxter,  of  St.  Martin. 

Mr.  William  Floyd,  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen. 

Mr.  Charles  Sadler,  of  St.  Mary  the  Virgin. 

Mr.  Jonathan  Fiske,  of  St.  Michael. 
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Mr.  Charles  Butler,  of  St.  Peter  le  Bailey. 

Mr.  Richard  Dry,  of  St.  Peter  in  the  East. 

Mr.  George  Watkins,  of  St.  Thomas. 

Mr.  William  Taman,  of  St.  Clement. 

The  following  members  of  the  University  were  added 
to  the  Board  at  the  same  time,  and  by  the  same 
official  Instrument. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Wynter,  President  of  St.  John’s. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Bull,  Canon  of  Ch.  Ch. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Ashhurst,  Fellow  of  All  Souls. 

The  Rev.  John  RadclifFe,  Vice-Principal  of  St.  Mary  Hall. 

The  Rev.  Henry  Jenkyns,  Fellow  of  Oriel. 

The  Rev.  Thomas  Forster,  New  College. 

Money  The  next  question  of  moment  related  to  the  raising 

raised  by 

Rate,  and  of  money  to  defray  the  expences  which  must  neces- 

Subscrip- 

tions.  sarily  be  incurred  by  the  Board  in  the  discharge  of  its 
duties.  It  was  soon  discovered,  that  no  assessment, 
however  reasonable  or  necessary,  could  be  made  by 
any  provision  under  the  Poor  Laws ; and  farther,  that 
the  local  Act,  by  which  Eleven  out  of  the  Thirteen 
Parishes  in  Oxford  were  united,  for  the  management 
of  the  Poor,  presented  another  insurmountable  obstacle 
to  such  a measure.  In  short,  nothing  was  to  be  done, 
with  a view  to  provide  the  necessary  funds  by  opera- 
tion of  Law,  except  by  the  regulations  of  the  Act  just 
passed  for  preventing  the  farther  spread  of  Cholera, 


2 Will.  IV.  c.  10.  Feb.  20,  1832.  But  here  again  a 
new  difficulty  arose:  the  Act  did  not  contemplate,  and 
had  not  given  any  directions,  how  to  raise  money  in 
united  Parishes,  or  Parishes  under  the  care  of  a Board 
of  Guardians.  Neither  had  the  Orders  in  Council 
supplied  the  deficiency  of  the  Law  in  this  particular. 

But  these  questions,  turning  as  they  did  upon  the  ap- 
plicability of  Acts  of  Parliament,  were  superseded  and 
set  at  rest  by  the  honourable  resolution  of  the  Board 
of  Guardians,  who,  under  a just  sense  of  what  was 
necessary  for  the  public  health  and  safety,  issued  their 
precept  to  levy  a Rate  of  Sixpence  in  the  Pound  for 
these  purposes.  £450  was  accordingly  paid  into  the  Amount  of 

money 

Bank  of  Messrs.  Walker  and  Lock,  on  account  of  the  raised  by 

_ Rate. 

Oxford  Board  of  Health,  by  Mr.  Edward  Goodwin 
and  Mr.  John  Haines.  In  like  manner,  the  amount 
of  a Sixpenny  Rate  on  the  rateable  property  of  St. 

John’s,  a non-united  Parish,  was  paid  to  the  account 
of  the  Eoard,  amounting  to  £2  12s,  and  a like  Rate 
at  Sixpence,  upon  the  rateable  property  of  St.  Cle- 
ment’s, amounting  to  £36  11s.  Such  were  the  sums, 
and  the  only  sums,  raised  under  the  powers  of  the  Sta- 
tutes, or  Orders  in  Council,  Charity  and  Benevolence 
having  put  forth  their  energies  in  this  hour  of  alarm 
and  affliction  to  make  up  what  was  still  wanting.  The 
sum  voluntarily  subscribed,  £808  12s,  relieved  the  In- 
habitants from  the  necessity  of  raising  another  rate. 
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Amount  of 
money 
raised  by 
Subscrip- 
tion. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 

In  aid  and  furtherance  of  the  measures  necessary  for  the  pre- 
venting ( under  God's  blessing ) of  the  spreading  of  Spasmodic 
Cholera  in  Oxford  and  the  suburbs,  and  generally  for  the 
protection  of  the  public  Health. 


£.  s.  d. 

The  University  of  Oxford  (besides  a like  sum  at 


the  first  formation  of  a Board  of  Health) 

50 

0 

0 

The  City  of  Oxford  (besides  a like  sum  at  the 

first  formation  of  a Board  of  Health) 

50 

0 

0 

The  Rev.  Dr.  J.  Collier  Jones,  Rector  of  Exeter, 

Vice-Chancellor 

10 

10 

0 

The  Rev.  Dr.  George  Rowley,  Master  of  Univer- 

sity, Vice-Chancellor 

5 

0 

0 

Richard  Sheen,  Esq.  Mayor  of  Oxford 

5 

0 

0 

J.  H.  Langston,  Esq.  M.P. 

50 

0 

0 

W.  Hughes  Hughes,  Esq.  M.P. 

50 

0 

0 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Richard  Jenkyns,  Master  of  Balliol 

5 

0 

0 

Warden  and  Fellows  of  Merton 

10 

0 

0 

Robert  Marsham,  Esq.  D.C.L.  Warden  of  Merton 

5 

0 

0 

The  Rector  and  Fellows  of  Exeter 

10 

0 

0 

The  Provost  and  Fellows  of  Oriel 

10 

0 

0 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Edward  Hawkins,  Provost  of  Oriel 

5 

0 

0 

The  Warden  and  Fellows  of  New  College 

10 

0 

0 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Philip  N.  Shuttleworth,  Warden  of 

New  College 

5 

0 

0 

The  Rev.  Lewis  Sneyd,  Warden  of  All  Souls 

5 

0 

0 

T.  he  Rev.  Dr.  A.  Turner  Gilbert,  Principal  of 

Brasen-nose 

5 

0 

0 

£.  s.  d. 

The  President  and  Fellows  of  Corpus  Christi 

College  10  0 0 

The  Ilev.  Dr.  Thomas  Edward  Bridges,  President 

of  Corpus  Christi  College  5 0 0 

The  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Christ  Church  20  0 0 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Bull,  Canon  of  Ch.  Ch.  5 0 0 

The  Rev.  E.  B.  Pusey,  Canon  of  Ch.  Ch.  3 3 0 

The  Rev.  Dr.  J.  Ingram,  President  of  Trinity  5 0 0 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Henry  Foulkes,  Principal  of  Jesus  5 0 0 

The  Rev.  Dr.  B.  P.  Symons,  Warden  of  Wadham  5 0 0 

The  Rev.  Dr.  W.  Tournay,  late  Warden  of 

Wadham  3 0 0 

The  Rev.  Dr.  W.  Landon,  Provost  of  Worcester  5 0 0 

The  Rev.  Dr.  R.  Whately,  Principal  of  St.  Alban 

Hall  5 0 0 

The  Rev.  Dr.  J.  A.  Cramer,  Principal  of  New 

Inn  Hall  2 0 0 

J.  D.  Macbride,  Esq.  D.C.L.  Principal  of  Mag- 
dalen Hall  5 0 0 

Allen,  Rev.  Dr.  St.  John’s  10  0 

Allen,  Mr.  2 2 0 

Arnett,  Mr.  110 

Ashhurst,  Rev.  Dr.  All  Souls  5 0 0 

Bandinel,  Rev.  Dr.  Bodleian  Librarian  3 3 0 

Banting,  Mr.  James,  (afterwards  Mayor)  2 0 0 

Bragge,  W.  Esq.  Beaumont  Street  5 0 0 

Bridges,  Mrs.  and  Miss  2 0 0 

Browne,  Rev.  Wm.  New  College  110 


Buckle,  Rev.  M.  H.  G.  Wadham  2 

Bull,  John,  Esq.  3 

Bulley,  Mrs.  2 

Bussey,  Mr.  W.  2 

Butler,  Mr.  W.  H.  2 

Calcott,  Mrs.  1 

Calcott,  Rev.  J.  Lincoln  2 

Carter,  Rev.  Joseph,  St.  John’s  1 

Chapman,  Mrs.  2 

Chapman,  Rev.  Dr.  Magdalen  1 

Clark,  Rev.  J.  C.  St.  John’s  5 

Clerke,  Venerable  Archdeacon,  Ch.  Ch.  5 

Clerke,  Rev.  Francis,  Senior  Proctor,  All  Souls  5 

Clough,  Rev.  A.  B.  Jesus  2 

Collingwood,  Mr.  Samuel  5 

Conybeare,  Mrs.  2 

Cooke,  Miss,  St.  Giles’s  1 

Cooke,  Miss  Susan  2 

Cooke,  Rev.  T.  L.  Beckley  1 

Cox,  Mr.  G.  V.  New  College  1 

Cox,  Richard,  Esq.  Alderman  2 

Dashwood,  Sir  George,  Bart.  5 

Daubeny,  Dr.  2 

Davies,  Rev.  Thomas,  Jesus  2 

Dry,  Mr.  Richard  1 

Durell,  D.  Esq.  2 

Earle,  Miss  1 

Eaton,  Mr.  W.  1 

Eden,  C.  P.  Esq.  Oriel  1 

Ensworth,  Thomas,  Esq.  Alderman  2 


2 

3 

2 

2 

2 

1 

2 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

0 

1 

1 

2 

0 

2 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

] 

2 
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0 Etty,  Rev.  S.  J.  New  College  1 0 

0 Fieldsend,  Mr.  0 10 

0 Fiske,  Mr.  J.  1 0 

0 Forster,  Mr.  H.  New  College  1 1 

0 Forster,  Rev.  T.  New  College  1 1 

0 Froude,  Rev.  R.  H.  Oriel  3 3 

0 Glaister,  Rev.  W.  University  2 0 

0 Glanville,  Rev.  E.  T.  Exeter  1 1 

0 Goodenough,  Miss  1 0 

0 Goodwin,  Mr.  St.  Aldate’s  1 0 

0 Goring,  H.  Esq.  5 0 

0 Gray,  Miss  1 0 

0 Griffith,  Mr.  T.  Y.  of  the  Angel  Inn,  Oxford  5 0 

0 Griffiths,  Rev.  T.  Wadham  2 0 

0 Gutch,  Misses  1 1 

0 Hall  and  Co.  Messrs.  10  10 

0 Hansell,  Rev.  P.  University  2 0 

0 Harrison,  B.  Esq.  Ch.  Ch.  1 1 

0 Hastings,  Mr.  J.  10 

0 Hawkins,  Mrs.  E.  2 2 

0 Hawkins,  Rev.  Ernest,  Exeter  2 0 

0 Hay,  Mrs.  5 0 

0 Hemmings,  Mr.  J.  J.  10 

0 Hester,  Mr.  John  2 2 

0 Hill,  Rev.  John,  Vice- Principal  of  St.  Edmund  Hall  2 2 

0 Holmes,  Mrs.  2 0 

0 Hussey,  Rev.  R.  Ch.  Ch.  2 2 

0 Jacobson,  Rev.  W.  Exeter  1 1 

0 Jenkyns,  Miss  Anne  2 0 

0 Jenkyns,  Rev.  H,  Oriel  2 2 

c 


0 

6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


Joy,  Messrs.  W.  and  T.  5 0 

Keble,  Rev.  J.  Oriel  3 3 

Kidd,  Dr.  Mrs.  and  the  Miss  10  0 

Latimer,  Mrs.  5 0 

Law,  Mr.  2 2 

Lewis,  Mr.  C.  0 5 

Lloyd,  Rev.  W.  F.  Ch.  Ch.  1 1 

Lock,  Sir  Joseph,  Knt.  University  and  City  Bank  5 0 

Macbride  Mrs.  and  Miss  F.  2 0 

Madgett,  Mr.  2 2 

Manning,  Mr.  Merton  1 1 

Martin,  Mr.  J.  11 

Micklem,  E.  Esq.  2 0 

Mills,  Rev.  W.  Magdalen  2 0 

Moberly,  Rev.  George,  Balliol  2 2 

Morgan,  Wm.  Esq.  Magdalen  1 1 

Morrell,  Baker,  Esq.  5 0 

Morrell,  Miss,  Holywell  5 5 

Neate,  C.  Esq.  Oriel  1 1 

Newman,  Rev.  J.  H.  Vicar  of  St.  Mary’s  10  0 

Oakeley,  Rev.  Fred.  Balliol  2 2 

Ogilvie,  Rev.  C.  A.  Balliol  2 2 

Palmer,  Mr.  W.  1 0 

Palmer,  Rev.  William,  Worcester  2 0 

Parsons,  Thompson,  and  Co.  Esqrs.  Old  Bank  10  10 
Pearson,  Rev.  T.  Queen’s  1 1 

Perkins,  Rev.  John,  Ch.  Ch.  1 1 

Pett,  Mrs.  2 2 

Pike,  Mr.  John  1 0 

Pilcher,  Mr.  3 0 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


Plumptre,  Rev.  F.  C.  University 

2 

0 

0 

Porter,  Mr.  Richard 

0 

2 

6 

Proprietor  of  the  Oxford  Journal 

10 

0 

0 

Purbrick,  Rev.  Lewis,  Ch.  Ch. 

1 

0 

0 

Richards,  Rev.  J.  L.  Exeter 

2 

2 

0 

Ridley,  Rev.  C.  J.  University 

2 

0 

0 

Rogers,  The  Misses 

3 

0 

0 

Sadler,  Mr.  Charles 

1 

1 

0 

Shuldham,  Rev.  J.  Ch.  Ch. 

2 

2 

0 

Slatter,  Mr.  Henry 

2 

2 

0 

Stocker,  Rev.  C.  W.  St.  John’s 

1 

1 

0 

Stone,  Mr.  St.  Clement’s 

2 

2 

0 

Stone,  Mr.  W.  Buckingham 

1 

1 

0 

Stonor,  Thomas,  Esq. 

50 

0 

0 

Stroud,  Rev.  J.  Wadham 

2 

0 

0 

Symonds,  Mr.  Surgeon 

2 

2 

0 

Syms,  Mrs.  H. 

2 

2 

0 

Tawney,  Rev.  R.  Magdalen 

2 

0 

0 

Thomas,  Rev.  Vaughan 

5 

0 

0 

Thomas,  Mrs.  V. 

2 

0 

0 

Thorp,  Mr.  (afterwards  Mayor) 

2 

2 

0 

Thorp,  Mr.  John 

2 

2 

0 

Twiss,  Travers,  Esq.  University 

1 

1 

0 

Tyndall,  Rev.  G.  Merton 

5 

5 

0 

Underhill,  Mr. 

1 

0 

0 

Vores,  T.  Esq.  Wadham 

2 

0 

0 

Walker,  Rev.  R.  Magdalen 

1 

1 

0 

Walker,  Thos.  Rich.  Esq.  University  and 

City  Bank  5 

0 

0 

Wall,  Mr.  R. 

1 

1 

0 

Wall,  Mrs. 

2 

2 

0 

Synopsis  of 
Receipts 
and  Dis- 
bursements. 


Wall,  Rev.  M.  S.  Ch.  Ch.  2 0 

Walsh,  Messrs.  3 3 

Walsh,  Mr.  W.  1 l 

Ward,  Mr.  H.  2 2 

Webb,  Mr.  Charles,  Surgeon,  (Fees  returned,)  9 9 

Wetherell,  Sir  Charles  5 0 

White,  Mrs.  W.  10  0 

White,  Rev.  R.  M.  Magdalen  1 1 

Williams,  Dr.  High  Street  5 0 

Williams,  Miss  1 1 

Williams,  Miss  G.  11 

Williams,  Rev.  J.  2 2 

Wilson,  Rev.  J.  Trinity  2 2 

Wilson,  Rev.  John,  Queen’s  2 2 

Wintle,  Rev.  Thos.  St.  John’s  5 5 

Wood,  Mr.  J.  F.  2 2 

Wootten,  Dr.  2 2 

Wootten,  Tubb,  and  Co.  Esqrs.  Bankers  5 0 

Wright,  Mr.  James  1 1 

Young,  Rev.  R.  Junior  Proctor,  New  College  5 0 

A Friend  1 1 

A Lady  0 10 

Anon  1 0 

Anonymous  1 0 

B.  G.  10 

L.  M.  E.  10 

W.  B.  11 

W.  B.  10 


Having  brought  these  Memorials  to  a close  so 
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0 as  they  relate  to  parochial  negociations  and  arrange- 
0 ments,  parochial  assessments,  and  private  subscrip- 
^ tions,  it  seems  a fit  opportunity  to  present  a Synopsis  of 


monies  received  and  expended  under  the  different  heads 
of  Account. 

0 


0 

0 

RECEIPTS. 

The  United  Parishes  ..... 

£. 

450 

s* 

0 

d. 

0 

0 

St.  Clement’s  Parish  ..... 

36 

ii 

0 

0 

St.  John’s  Parish  ...... 

2 

12 

0 

0 

0 

The  Parishes  of  Newnham  and  Ewelme  for  ser- 
vices rendered  to  their  sick  . 

4 

15 

6 

0 

0 

Balance  remaining  out  of  the  first  Subscriptions 
by  the  University  and  City  . 

49 

6 

9 

0 

Amount  of  Subscriptions  .... 

808 

12 

0 

0 

By  the  Sale  of  Sundries  .... 

12 

10 

6 

0 

0 

By  the  Sale  of  the  Materials  of  the  Cholera 
Flospital  ...... 

33 

15 

H 

0 

0 

JP1398 

2 

10f 

0 

0 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

0 

On  the  Cholera  Hospital  Account  . 

281 

14 

o* 

0 

On  Account  of  the  House  of  Observation 

175 

8 

H 

0 

On  Account  of  the  House  of  Convalesence 

68 

0 

H 

0 

0 

Nurses’  Accounts,  (in  number  23,)  also  Men 
employed  in  attending  upon  the  sick 

85 

0 

6 

0 

Funeral  expences  ..... 

95  19 

3 

Goods  destroyed  ...... 

17 

5 

ii 

far 

Litter  Bearers,  Porters  ..... 

38 

18 

5 

12 


June  24. 
First  re- 
ported case 
of  clear  and 
certain 
Cholera  in 
Oxford. 


Lime  and  lime  washing  ..... 

Printing  ....... 

Miscellaneous  expenees  ..... 

Medical  Attendance,  Physicians 

General  Practitioners,  by  way  of  acknowledg- 
ment and  remuneration  for  services  more  or 
less  laborious  and  severe,  including  those 
of  Mr.  Thomas  Allen  at  the  Hospital, 
Mr.  J.  F.  Wood  at  the  House  of  Observ- 
ation, and  Mr.  Patrick  Madgett  at  the 
House  of  Convalescence,  (Mr.  Webb  hav- 
ing returned  his  fees  for  the  verification 
of  certain  doubtful  cases,  J?9  9-s.) 

Expenees  after  the  Account  was  made  up 


45  19 
64  15 
95  4 
0 0 


2 

S 

4| 

0 


421  1 1 


8 16 


6i 


<£*1898  2 10A 


But  to  revert  to  the  origin  and  progress  of  the  dis- 
ease in  Oxford.  It  has  been  already  observed,  that 
the  Board  of  Health  had  from  the  beginning  of  1832 
been  watching  the  approaches  of  Cholera  towards 
Oxford,  and  its  actual  appearances  at  Bicester  and 
Blackthorne,  and  had  received  from  time  to  time  much 
important  information  from  Professor  Kidd  upon  the 
subject.  It  was  not,  however,  till  the  24th  of  June, 
more  than  two  months  after  the  Hagborne  cases,  and 
that  of  Mrs.  Leadbeater  of  St.  Ebbe’s,  that  a clear  and 
well-defined  case  of  this  disease  appeared  in  the  Castle 
Gaol.  It  was  fully  and  fearfully  developed,  and  in  its 


worst  form.  Mr.-J.  F.  Wood,  Surgeon  of  the  Prison, 
informed  the  Board,  that  the  name  of  the  sufferer  was 
Dennis  Briscoe,  aged  26  years,  a prisoner  for  trial:  he 
also  reported,  that  this  was  followed  by  two  other  cases, 
that  of  James  Leech,  23  years,  and  that  of  Dennis 
Collins,  aged  17,  both  prisoners  in  the  same  yard.  All 
these  were  hopeless  cases  from  the  first,  being  too  rapid 
and  violent  to  admit  of  any  remedy.  There  were  16 
other  prisoners  in  the  same  yard,  all  of  whom  shewed 
symptoms  of  incipient  Cholera,  one  of  them  in  an 
alarming  form;  but  by  bleeding,  emetics,  and  calomel, 
they  all  recovered.  Mr.  Wood  farther  stated,  that  in 
no  other  parts  of  the  prison  were  the  prisoners  affected; 
that  with  respect  to  James  Leech,  he  was  a native  of 
Bicester,  where  Cholera  was  at  that  time  raging,  and 
in  a very  malignant  form,  although,  by  reason  of  his 
having  been  confined  three  months  in  gaol,  he  could 
have  had  no  personal  intercourse  with  the  place.  It 
is  to  be  observed,  that  Leech  had  received  some  woollen 
articles  of  clothing  from  his  friends  at  Bicester  the 
week  before  he  was  seized  himself. 

It  is  my  intention  in  this  narrative  to  confine 
myself  strictly  to  such  statements  as  may  be 
called  official,  to  the  exclusion  of  many  topics  of 
a philosophical  and  scientific,  as  well  as  of  a religious 
and  moral  nature,  which,  by  reason  of  their  intrinsic 
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Amount  of 
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importance,  as  well  as  of  the  extensive  interest  which 
they  have  excited,  well  deserve,  or  rather  powerfully 
solicit,  a place  in  these  Memorials.  I shall  therefore, 
in  conformity  with  this  design,  proceed  at  once  to  the 
materials  supplied  by  the  final  Report,  which,  as  Chair- 
man, I was  called  upon  by  the  Central  Board  of  Health 
to  return,  and  which  was  returned  Dec.  21,  1832. 

The  first  thing  required  by  the  Central  Commis- 
sioners was,  an  account  of  the  population,  in  respect 
of  which  the  cases  of  sickness  were  to  be  considered 
and  proportioned.  The  population  of  the  13  Parishes 
under  the  care  of  the  Oxford  Board  has  been  already 
stated  to  be  18,144;  according  to  sexes,  8,837  men, 
and  9,307  women.  Upon  that  population,  there  were 
174  cases  of  Cholera,  of  which  86  terminated  in 
death  ; facts  which  yield  a proportion  of  one  attacked 
out  of  every  104,  and  one  who  died  out  of  every  211. 
These  cases  of  sickness  and  death  were,  under  the  in- 
structions received,  distributed  under  the  three  heads 
of  children,  male  adults,  female  adults.  The  children 
attacked  without  distinction  of  sex  were  50.  The  male 
adults  65.  The  female  adults  59.  The  children  who 
died,  without  distinction  of  sex,  were  25.  Of  the  male 
adults  there  died  35.  Of  the  female  adults  26  ; facts 
which  will  be  found  very  nearly  to  yield  the  propor- 
tions of  two  children  to  every  five  adults  attacked;  as 
also  of  two  children  to  every  five  adults  who  died.  Of 


the  86  deaths  which  occurred,  65  were  short,  rapid, 
overwhelming  cases,  such  as  were  called  one-day -cases, 
as  having  been  reported  on  one  day  as  new  cases,  and 
on  the  following  as  having  terminated  fatally.  Not 
that  this  designation  is  to  be  so  understood  as  to 
imply  exactly  a duration  of  24  hours,  for  some  of  the 
one-day  cases  were  of  shorter  and  some  of  longer 
duration;  but,  as  before  explained,  they  are  to 
be  considered  as  cases  notified  to  the  Board  by  the 
medical  Gentleman’s  report  on  one  day,  and  their 
fatal  termination  on  the  next.  The  same  expla- 
nation will  prevent  mistakes  respecting  the  clas- 
sification and  designation  of  the  remaining  21 
cases.  Six  were  two- day  cases  ; three  were  three- day 
cases  ; three  were  four-day  cases  ; two  were  five- day 
cases ; three  were  seren-day  cases  ; one  was  an  eight- 
day  case  ; one  was  an  eleven-  day  case  ; one  was  a 
twelve-day  case  ; one  was  a thirteen-day  case. 

Of  the  174  cases  of  disease  which  occurred,  24  Home  and 

Hospital 

were  treated  in  the  Hospital,  and  150  in  the  patients’ cases- 
dwellings  ; but  whether  treated  at  home,  or  on  the 
beds  of  the  Hospital,  the  proportions  of  deaths  were 
nearly  the  same ; for  out  of  24  attended  at  the 
Hospital,  13  died,  and  11  recovered;  and  out  of 
150  attended  at  home,  73  died,  and  77  recovered:  and 
it  may  be  said  with  sufficient  accuracy  for  general 
representation,  that  upon  the  returns  made  by  the 
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Oxford  Board  of  Health,  about  one  half  of  the  patients 
died. 

Reason  of  As  this  may  appear  to  some  a proportion  of  deaths 
proportion  larger  than  that  in  other  places,  it  must  be  observed, 
recoveries  in  justice  to  the  talents,  skill,  and  self-devotion  of  the 
Oxford  medical  Gentlemen  of  Oxford,  from  the  King’s  Pro- 

Returns. 

fessor  of  Physic  to  the  youngest  of  the  general  prac- 
titioners, that  it  was  laid  down  as  a principle  by  the 
Oxford  Board  of  Health,  both  for  the  regulation  of  its 
returns  to  Government,  and  for  the  determination  of 
its  pecuniary  liabilities,  to  recognize  no  cases  as  re- 
turnable, or  payable  by  the  Board,  but  such  as  were 
Variations  clearly  developed.  Upon  this  point  there  had  been 

in  the 

instructions  a great  diversity  of  practice  in  different  places;  in 

of  Govern- 
ment. some,  the  directions  of  the  first  Order  in  Council, 

February  27,  1832,  had  been  followed,  which  required 
returns  not  only  of  persons  affected  with  the  said 
disease,  but  also  of  persons  affected  with  any  other 
disease  in  any  wise  resembling  the  same.  It  is  true, 
that  the  Central  Board,  in  their  subsequent  instruc- 
tions to  the  Local  Boards,  directed  that  the  returns 
should  include  none  but  cases  of  clear  and  certain 
Cholera;  still,  in  many  places,  cases  similar  or  ana- 
logous continued  to  be  admitted,  and  to  a very  large 
amount,  which  had  the  effect  of  reducing  the  propor- 
tions of  deaths  from  what  they  would  have  been,  if 
none  but  clear  Cholera  cases  had  been  admitted,  to 


the  low  proportion  of  one  death  in  six,  seven,  or  eight 
cases  of  disease  reported ; in  returns  constructed 
upon  this  vague  and  uncertain  principle,  the  totals 
became  very  large,  but  then  they  were  mixed  and 
compounded  of  all  sorts  of  cases  resembling  or  bor- 
dering upon  Cholera,  whilst  the  deaths  appeared  very 
few  when  compared  with  the  swelling  numbers  of 
this  exaggerated  amount. 

It  may  be  observed  of  the  Oxford  returns,  that  The  prin- 

. . ciple  of  the 

they  bear  a striking  resemblance  to  those  made  by  the  Oxford 
cities  and  towns  of  Scotland,  in  their  proportionality  like  that  of 

the  Scotch 

of  deaths  to  recoveries : for  in  those  of  Edinburgh,  Returns. 
Leith,  Glasgow,  Paisley,  Stirling,  and  all  the  rest,  we 
find  sometimes  a few  more  and  sometimes  a few  less 
than  one  half  of  the  cases  to  have  terminated  in  death ; 
shewing,  that  (as  in  Oxford)  none  but  unequivocal 
instances  of  Asiatic  Cholera  were  admitted  into  the 
Scotch  returns. 

These  observations  upon  the  different  practice  in 
different  places,  lead  me  to  the  requisition  which 
was  afterwards  made  by  Government  upon  the  subject. 

By  an  Order  of  the  Central  Board,  Sept.  3,  1832,  Existence 

J 1 of  Cholera 

medical  Gentlemen  were  requested  to  send  up  accounts  in  three 

stages 

of  their  modes  of  treating  the  Epidemic  in  each  of  its 
three  stages.  1st,  when  in  the  form  of  bilious  diar- raeat- 
rhaea.  2dly,  In  that  of  rice  water  evacuations.  And, 

3dly,  in  the  stage  of  collapse.  The  only  use  I would 
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make  of  this  circular  is  to  shew,  that  after  a year’s  or 
nearly  a year’s  experience,  the  medical  officers  under 
Government  came  to  the  conclusion,  that  the  Cholera 
might  have  an  existence  under  three  distinct  appear- 
ances, or,  as  it  is  here  called,  in  three  different  stages; 
and  that  however  different  those  stages  or  appearances 
might  be  with  respect  to  external  or  internal  symptoms, 
still  that  the  disease  which  produced  them  was  no  other 
than  the  epidemic,  and  that  they  should  be  recognized 
and  denominated  cases  of  Cholera;  which  view  of  the 
subject  as  taken  by  Government  on  the  3d  of  Septem- 
ber, 1832,  if  it  do  not  exactly  accord  with  that  taken 
in  the  preceding  February,  may  be  easily  reconciled 
with  it.  By  the  first  Order,  practitioners  were  called 
upon  to  make  daily  reports  of  all  persons  affected  with 
the  said  disease,  or  with  any  other  disease  any  wise  resem- 
bling the  same.  There  is  here  a recognition  not  only 
of  Cholera  in  the  country,  but  of  other  diseases  re- 
sembling Cholera;  in  the  last  Order  there  is  a recog- 
nition of  Cholera  alone,  but  under  three  differences  of 
type  or  character;  the  first  may  be  reconciled  with  the 
last  representations  of  the  Central  Board,  by  so  inter- 
preting the  phrase  different  diseases  resembling  Cholera , 
as  to  make  it  signify  the  one  disease  of  Cholera  under 
different  forms,  or  in  different  stages  of  its  progress. 

It  is  for  no  theoretical  purpose  that  these  ob- 
servations have  been  introduced,  but  to  account 


for  the  fewness  of  the  cases  returned  by  the  Oxford 
Board,  and  for  the  large  amount  of  deaths  when 
compared  with  the  total  returned,  there  being  within 
two  as  many  deaths  as  recoveries.  That  Board 
returned  no  resemblances  to  Cholera.  It  returned 
no  cases  of  Cholera  in  the  stage  of  bilious  diarrhsea. 

It  returned  none  of  those  which  have  been  vari- 
ously called  Cholereidal,  Cholerous,  Cholerine ; in 
short,  nothing  found  its  way  into  the  Oxford  Re- 
ports, but  what  was  strongly  marked  and  fully  deve- 
loped. If  the  course  pursued  in  other  places  had  been  Derange. 

r 1 ments  of 

adopted  here,  seven  hundred  and  seventy-two  more  ‘J.1®  P"ma 
cases  might  have  been  annexed  to  the  returns  actually  5suefnt  jn 
made.  For  as  soon  as  the  Government  Circular  ofthlstime- 
September  3.  had  been  distributed,  the  medical  Gen- 
tlemen, with  a promptitude  and  accuracy  which 
proved  their  incessant  watchfulness  over  the  public 
health  and  safety,  gave  in  accounts  of  cases  which 
had  passed  under  their  hands,  but  which  had  never 
reached  that  point  of  severity,  which  alone  would  have 
entitled  them,  according  to  the  Oxford  rule,  to  bear  the 
name  of  Cholera.  Those  cases  consisting  of  many 
sorts  and  degrees  of  diarrhetic  distress,  since  the  first 
appearance  of  the  disease  in  Oxford,  June  24,  amounted 
to  772,  and  if  denominated  according  to  the  last 
judgment  of  the  Central  Board  upon  the  subject, 
would  have  been  called  772  cases  of  Cholera  in 
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been aihied  incipiency  or  early  progress.  If  these  had  been 
t°  the  re-  a(Jdeci  to  the  174  cases  returned,  the  deaths,  instead  of 
ofXat'iITto  being  one  out  of  two  attacked,  would  have  been  no 
wouidTave more  than  one  out  °f  eleven ; by  which  may  be  seen 
dfmimshedf  the  impossibility  of  drawing  any  correct  inferences 
respecting  the  proportions  of  deaths  to  the  returned 
totals  of  cases,  because  those  totals  were  variously 
composed,  and  returned  upon  different  principles  in 
different  places.  There  is  one  inference,  however,  to 
be  drawn  from  this  great  multitude  of  cases,  which 
never  reached  the  admissible  and  returnable  stage  of 
the  disease,  and  that  inference  is  one  which  nearly 
concerns  the  health  and  life  of  man;  it  is  the  inference, 
that,  upon  the  prospect  and  during  the  prevalence  of 
Cholera,  too  great  attention  cannot  be  paid  to  what- 
ever may  affect  the  body,  in  any  way  resembling  the 
incipient  form  or  stage  of  the  disease.  The  disorder 
may  exist  in  what  may  appear  to  be  no  other  than  an 
ordinary  affection  of  the  stomach  and  bowels,  and  is 
then,  as  it  has  been  repeatedly  declared  to  be,  a very 
Practical  manageable  disorder.  How  long  it  may  continue  so, 

i aference. 

after  it  has  passed  its  incipiency,  He  only  knows  in 
whose  hands  are  the  issues  of  life  and  death. 

From  these  matters,  which  I thought  of  sufficient 
moment  to  induce  me  to  digress,  I return  to  some 
more  of  those  specifications  which,  agreeably  to  the 
instructions  I received,  were  introduced  into  the 


final  Report.  And  first,  “ with  respect  to  the  greatest  Number  of 

new  cases, 

number  of  cases  reported  on  any  one  day,  with  the  and  of  cases 

J J under  ireat- 

date  of  that  day.”  To  this  question  it  was  replied,  1st,  mem  atone 
that  the  greatest  number  of  new  cases  reported  on  any 
one  day  was  eight;  that  eight  new  cases  were  reported 
on  each  of  the  three  days,  July  7,  July  26,  and 
August  26 ; that  the  greatest  total  of  cases  reported 
on  any  one  day,  as  remaining  under  treatment,  was  24, 
and  that  a remainder  of  23  cases  under  treatment  was 
reported  on  each  of  the  three  days,  Sept.  3,  5,  6;  and, 
lastly,  that  these  remainders  were  more  than  double 
the  usual  number  of  cases  under  treatment  during  the 
months  of  July  and  August.  But  that  which  constituted 
the  great  singularity  of  these  large  remainders  was, 
that  they  all  occurred  after  the  Disease  had  quitted 
the  City  of  Oxford,  and  had  concentrated  itself,  as  it 
may  be  said,  in  the  suburbs  of  St.  Clement’s.  For  this  Sporadic 
is  to  be  reckoned  as  one  of  the  astonishing  phseno- ,lie  disease, 
mena  wdiich  Cholera  presented  in  Oxford,  that  it 
seemed  to  migrate,  and  in  a manner  to  defy  specula- 
tion, sometimes  from  one  point  to  another  within  the 
City,  and  sometimes  from  a point  within  to  a point 
or  points  without  it.  Thus  from  Godfrey’s  Row,  and 
the  streets  in  the  S.W.  quarter  of  Oxford,  (where  it 
continued  from  July  7,  to  the  close  of  the  month,)  it 
was  seen  to  migrate  to  the  New  Hamel,  at  an  opposite 
extremity,  to  the  N.W.  of  the  City.  Here  for  about  a 


fortnight  from  the  close  of  July,  the  cases  were  daily 
increasing,  whilst  the  former  district  was  either  totally 
free  from  the  disease,  or  had  only  one  or  two  strag- 
gling instances  of  it.  From  the  New  Hamel  about 
the  middle  of  August,  it  passed  into  St.  Clementes, 
which  is  at  a considerable  distance  to  the  S.E.  This 
statement,  however,  must  not  be  so  understood  as  to 
lead  the  reader  to  suppose,  that  before  this  time  the 
disease  had  not  appeared  at  all  in  St.  Clement’s ; 
for  on  the  25th  of  July,  two  families  of  great 
worth  and  respectability  in  the  parish  were  over- 
whelmed by  its  severity.  In  one  instance  a husband 
and  father  had  to  lament  the  loss  of  a wife,  aged  48, 
two  daughters  of  the  ages  of  22  and  19;  his  female 
servant  also  died,  whilst  his  youngest  daughter  after 
a month’s  illness  recovered.  In  the  other  instance 
also,  a husband  and  father,  Mr.  Fisher,  the  eminent 
engraver  on  copper,  wood,  and  stone,  had,  as  in  the 
former  affliction,  to  mourn  the  loss  of  an  amiable  wife 
aged  30  years,  and  two  infants,  Joseph  six  years 
old,  and  Elizabeth  four.  These  were  the  severest 
afflictions  which  occurred ; and  like  those  which  after- 
wards happened  in  August  in  the  family  of  Mr.  Lewis 
the  police  officer,  who  lost  three  out  of  five  attacked, 
excited  universal  commiseration.  But  the  two  former 
were  the  only  families  in  St.  Clement’s  affected  at  that 
time.  It  was  not,  as  has  been  before  observed,  till  after 
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the  migration  of  the  disease  from  the  New  Hamel,  a 
little  before  the  middle  of  August,  that  the  great 
outbreak  of  Cholera  took  place  in  that  Parish  ; during 
which  time,  that  is,  from  August  19,  to  Oct.  4,  and 
whilst  Caroline  Street,  George  Street,  Bath  Street, 

New  Street,  Brewery  Street,  and  even  the  High  Street 
of  St.  Clement’s,  were  extensively  afflicted,  not  a single 
case  occurred  in  the  New  Hamel. 

But  the  sporadic*  character  of  the  Epidemic  admits  Sporadic 

L character  of 

of  farther  illustration;  for  single  cases,  scattered ‘he,disease 
here  and  there,  and  now  and  then,  will  serve  to  shew  lustra,ed- 
it  just  as  well,  if  not  better,  than  series  of  cases 
consecutive — consecutive,  like  those  above  referred 
to,  both  in  order  of  time,  and  contiguity  of  place ; 
these  single  or  insulated  cases  scattered  about 


* sporadic .]  Thucydides  may  be  cited,  not  precisely  as  the 
author  of  this  term,  but  as  having  given  occasion  to  it ; for  Galen, 
commenting  upon  the  first  book  of  the  Epidemics  of  Hippocrates, 
says  of  these  diseases,  It  has  been  usual  to  call  some  of  them  "pan- 
demic and  common  to  all,  (Wyxorvst  ti  rrxv^tipoc,)  and  others 
sporadic,  [<rxo^iKet,)  being  such  as  do  not  seize  many  together, 
(ftti  xoita Ij  7reXXovg,')  but  individuals  separately,  sk«o-tov  lilet.)  He 
then  proceeds  to  the  derivation:  for  the  Greeks  use  o-jriigH*  in  the 
sense  of  dictrxii(>eiv  xa't  un'  Axxtixat  diet%a(l£ew : and,  lastly,  refers  to 
the  passage  in  which  the  historian  says,  speaking  of  the  Thebans 
who  got  possession  of  Plataea  by  surprise  and  treason,  some  were 
killed  in  one  part  and  some  in  another  part  of  the  city  dispersedly, 
or  scattered  about ; cixxoi  l»  t Z ’uXXat  ?roXta(  m (al. 

o-TrogciS) jv)  lixxvno.  Hippocrates  also  speaks  of  nv^rto)  irXuvtnoi, 

wandering  fevers. 
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On  the  lo- 
calities and 
causes  of 
the  disease. 


(and  some  in  very  close  and  confined  situations)  will 
farther  shew  the  non-contagious  nature  of  Cholera. 
Single  cases  occurred  in  Bound’s  yard,  Tootey’s  yard, 
Pipemakers’  alley,  Sparkes’s  yard,  Fidler’s  yard,  all 
places  of  residence  densely  peopled,  closely  built,  and 
unfavourably  situated,  and  just  as  likely,  from  all  a 
priori  reasoning,  to  be  severely  affected  as  Godfrey’s 
Row.  To  these  scattered  instances  of  single  cases  are 
to  be  added  one  at  the  Weirs  in  St.  Aldate’s,  one  in 
the  High  Street  of  that  Parish,  one  in  Penny-farthing 
Street,  one  in  the  Almshouse,  one  in  St.  Ebbe’s  Lane, 
one  in  Bridge  Street  St.  Ebbe’s,  one  in  Beef  Lane, 
one  in  Church  Street,  and  one  in  each  of  the  following 
places  ; in  the  High  Street  Holywell,  in  Fisher  Row, 
in  Queen  Street,  with  some  others.  There  was  one  at 
Sidley’s,  and  one  at  Gray’s  Lodging  House,  each  being 
full  of  trampers  at  the  time.  But  enough  has  been 
said  to  exhibit  this  character  of  discontinuance  and 
dispersedness  in  respect  of  single  cases,  and  groups  of 
cases,  and  enough  too  has  been  said  to  prove  the 
impossibility  of  assigning  any  special  causes,  local  or 
personal,  for  the  coming,  going,  or  continuance  of  the 
disease. 

Having  touched  upon  the  subject  of  locality,  it  will 
be  necessary  farther  to  observe,  that  though  the 
reasoning  be  clear  and  conclusive,  that  from  filth  and 
noisome  smells,  and  close,  damp,  and  confined  situ- 


ations, arise  many  dangers,  and  great  liabilities 
to  take  the  disease,  especially  when  combined 
with  irregularities  of  life,  and  decayed  or  vitiated 
constitutions  of  body,  still  the  painful  experience  of 
this  place  will  be  sufficient  to  prove,  that  the  pleasant 
abode,  the  neat  and  cleanly  chamber,  the  well-ordered 
household,  the  decencies,  the  delicacies,  the  purities 
of  virtuous  domestic  life,  present  no  insurmountable 
barriers  against  the  inroads  of  Cholera.  In  short,  it 
will  be  found  to  be  a vain  and  rash  dogmatism,  to 
assign  peremptorily  this  or  that  particular  cause  for 
the  appearance  of  the  disease  in  one  place,  and  its 
non-appearance  in  another.  Generalizations  are  peril- 
ous, when  the  phsenomena  themselves  are  like  the 
ways  of  Him  who  presents  them  to  our  observation — 
incomprehensible.  The  philosophy  which  has  led  man- 
kind as  by  the  hand  to  the  discovery  of  so  many  great 
physical,  mathematical,  and  moral  truths,  fails  as 
soon  as  it  is  brought  to  bear  upon  the  causes  and 
courses  of  this  disease.  Instances  may  be  accumu- 
lated, and  those  too  so  well  marked  and  defined  in 
all  their  external  characters,  as  to  warrant  a confident 
expectation,  that  from  such  data  a safe  and  sure  con- 
clusion may  be  drawn  ; but  scarcely,  has  the  observer 
entered  upon  his  induction,  when  he  finds  the  ground 
which  he  thought  so  firm  to  sink  beneath  his  foot- 
steps. What  he  believed  to  be  most  certain,  has 
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turned  out  to  be  very  questionable ; and  that  has  been 
found  to  be  most  obscure,  which  at  first  sight  seemed 
plain  and  perspicuous. 

Mons.  Monsieur  Bouillaud , Medecin  de  la  Maison  de  la  Piete 

Bouillaud’s 

categories  of  at  Paris,  with  great  power  and  compass  of  thought  as 

Cholera. 

well  as  extent  of  practical  and  experimental  knowledge, 
categorized  (as  he  calls  it)  all  the  facts  of  Cholera, 
which  fell  under  his  observation ; but  they  present  so 
anomalous  a mass  of  instances,  or  examples,  that 
they  rather  confound  the  reason  by  their  discrepancies 
and  contrarieties,  than  help  it  to  safe  and  sure  con- 
clusions by  any  uniformity  discoverable  in  the  phseno- 
mena  he  has  categorized.  And  thus  the  inductive 
reasoner  has  been  made  to  acknowledge  the  im- 
potency  of  his  philosophy,  and  the  incomprehensi- 
bility of  those  secret  things  in  the  late  epidemic, 
which  the  Almighty  thought  proper  to  appropriate 
to  his  own  wisdom,  and  from  which  as  from  holy 
ground  he  willed  that  man  should  check  the  irreverent 
march  of  a too  bold  and  presumptuous  intellect.  But 
let  me  not  be  supposed  to  censure  sober  enquiry, 
even  into  the  arcana  of  these  or  any  other  morbific 

Dr  prout's  principles.  He  who  has  recently  given  to  the  public 

Treatise,  the  results  of  his  meteorological  researches  upon 
this  subject,  in  a treatise  demonstrative  of  the  Divine 
wisdom  and  goodness,  has  truly  said  of  such  en- 
quiries, he  who  has  most  studied  the  works  of  the 
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Almighty  will  be  best  qualified,  nay  will  be  alone 
qualified , to  form  an  adequate  conception  of  Him: 
p.  356.  Prout’s  Treatise:  he  that  most  closely  ex- 
amines the  works  of  his  hands  will,  if  his  heart  be 
right  within  him,  most  warmly  feel,  most  largely  com- 
prehend, most  forwardly  acknowledge,  the  glory  of 
his  attributes,  and  most  studiously  seek  to  do  his  will. 
Perceiving  the  boundless  extent  of  the  unknown 
land  which  lies  beyond  the  reach  of  his  understanding, 
he  will  hasten  to  take  refuge  from  the  distractions  of 
fancy,  the  conflicts  of  reason,  and  the  ambition  of 
curiosity,  in  the  suggestions  of  piety,  and  the  counsels 
of  faith.  He  will  be  forward  to  exclaim  with  St.  Paul, 
“ O the  depth  of  the  riches  both  of  the  wisdom  and 
knowledge  of  God!  how  unsearchable  are  his  judg- 
ments, and  his  ways  past  finding  out !”  He  will,  with 
Joseph  Scaliger,  think  it  no  dishonour  to  record  his 
ignorance;  he  will  with  him  consider  and  call  the 
knowledge  which  has  led  him  to  the  discovery  of  his 
own  ignorance,  Erudition — 

Nescire  velle,  quae  magister,  optimus 

Docere  non  vult,  erudita  inscitia  est. 

But  it  must  be  repeated,  that  these  submissions  of 
the  heart  and  understanding  are  not  incompatible 
with  philosophic  enquiries  into  the  nature  and  origin 
of  this  or  any  other  epidemic  or  sporadic  disease. 
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Srikingre-  Messer  Guillaume  Potel,  maitre  Chirurqien  Jure  of 

semblance  J 

between  the  Paris,  who  attended  the  Pestiferes  in  that  city  in 

speculations  J 

on  the  the  years  1596,  1606,  1619,  and  1623,  and  who  was 
m.  pfitei,  the  first  who  urged  the  establishment  of  a maison  de 
andueat-  for  the  sick,  has  high  claims  upon  our  attention 

mentof  jn  this  matter  as  a good  Christian  and  an  exact 
philosopher,  as  well  as  an  undaunted  practitioner. 
In  his  Traite  et  Discours  de  la  Peste,  he  says,  “ tout 
ce  qui  precede  de  l’essence  de  dieu  est  tres  difficile 
& comprendre;  neanmoins  ce  seroit  Poffenser  que  de 
n'en  faire  une  curieuse  recherche  afin  de  le  con- 
noitre ; il  en  est  de  mesme  en  la  cause  essentielle 
de  la  Peste.”  He  then  goes  on  to  say,  “ il  faut 
bien  que  cette  maladie  soit  maligne  et  ce  mot  de 
contagion  le  manifeste,  puisque  par  le  moyen  du 
vent,  elle  se  communique  par  distance,  c’est  & dire 
d’un  espace  de  lieu  en  un  autre  rencontrant  un  sujet 
predispose* .”  And  again,  “ Peste  n’est  autre  chose, 

* If  I might  venture  upon  the  physiology  of  this  subject,  I would 
express  my  concurrence  with  the  opinions  of  ancient  and  modern 
epidemologists,  that  in  respect  of  epidemics,  the  morbific  principle 
or  principles,  the  fomes  or  fomites  of  disease,  reside  in  the  atmosphere. 
Hippocrates  and  Galen  say,  men  sicken  av0g&i7ro«  rare  rotreoZny,  when 
the  air  is  charged  with  miasmata  hostile  to  the  human  constitution, 
Qvtni  iroteft lx  iti^enrhip,  (see  Hippocrates  de  Flatibus:)  that 
the  air  is  the  cause  of  all  diseases  and  fevers,  to*  xigx  xttioy  eivxi 
an-tco-av  tav  yovreuv  xxt  7rv£itav,  (ibid.):  both  the  father  of  medicine  and 
his  commentator  are  full  and  clear  upon  atmospheric  agency  in  the 
production  of  disease,  upon  the  xxtxtrtxtns,  or  constitution,  the  x^xtrig, 


sinon  la  mort  de  l’air  repandant  son  propre  venin 
partout  & la  ruine  de  tous  les  animaux  qui  sont 

or  mixture  of  the  circumambient  air,  rot;  Trsgis^ovTej  hpcif  (see 

the  Treatises  on  Epidemics  passim.)  If  from  the  fathers  of  this 
science  we  proceed  to  the  physiologists  of  the  middle  age,  Bacon 
and  Sydenham,  we  shall  find  them  too  insisting  upon  epidemic  and 
pestilential  constitutions  of  the  air  ; and  1 do  not  believe  that  any 
thing  can  be  found  in  the  last  speculations  of  the  last  Philosophical 
Journals  more  shortly  or  more  significantly  enunciated  as  a general 
proposition,  than  that  which  the  sage  of  St.  Alban’s  has  laid  down 
upon  the  agency  of  the  air  in  the  production  of  disease,  and  the 
liabilities  of  the  human  body  to  take  it;  “ constitutio  aeris  pestilens 
corpora  minus  resistentia  occupat,  magis  resistentia  praeterit.” 
(Bacon’s  Works,  vol.  iii.  p.  66.  fol.) 

Whoever  may  wish  to  pursue  such  enquiries  into  the  Kxtxtrtxtrig 
tea.}  xgaVi;  tov  xi>o;  7r£gd^o»To?  will  find  an  ample  and  well  ar- 

ranged supply  of  materials  in  Macculloch  on  Malaria,  Orton  on  the 
causes  of  Cholera,  and  the  Bridgwater  Treatise  of  Dr.  Prout.  The 
latter  has  given  to  the  x./>xo-is  of  the  air  a development  of  meaning, 
which  well  accords  with  the  extent  and  accuracy  of  modern  know- 
ledge, but  which  is  far  beyond  any  thing  intended  or  contemplated, 
upon  the  first  application  of  the  term.  The  xg«<r<s  of  the  atmosphere 
may,  according  to  Dr.  Prout,  be  said  to  denote  two  sorts  of  atmo- 
spheric mixture  : first,  when  foreign  bodies  are  merely  suspended  in 
the  atmosphere  in  a state  of  mixture;  and,  secondly,  when  they 
pervade  the  atmosphere  in  a state  of  solution;  Prout’s  Treatise, 
p.  345,  et  seq.  To  the  latter  sort  of  xga«s,  this  eminent  eudiologist  is 
disposed  to  ascribe  the  appearance  of  Cholera  in  London  in  1832. 
The  foreign  matter  or  matters  at  that  time  held  in  solution  by  the 
atmosphere  had  their  gravities  determined  by  a six-weeks-course  of 
measurement,  a process  which  realized  the  expectation  of  Dr. 
James  Sims,  M.D.  as  expressed  in  his  Physical  Hints,  1799.  “ We 
shall  in  time  have  instruments  to  measure  the  quantity  of  oxygen, 
hydrogen,  azote,  &c.  in  the  air  ...  . and  we  shall  be  able  to 
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participans  de  I’ame  ....  son  essence  est  incertaine 
sa  cause  inconnue,  sa  contagion  differente,  ses  ac- 
cidens  divers,  ses  effets  et  sa  terminais'on  dis- 
semblables  ....  il  est  tres  difficile  d’en  trouver  une 
vraie  et  essentielle  definition  . . . plusieurs  se  rompent 
la  tete  & rechercher  la  cause  principale  de  la  peste  et 
ne  peuvent  la  trouver  . . . les  medecins  et  naturalistes 
Pattribuent  aux  mauvaises  dispositions  du  corps,  aux 
vapeurs  que  s’elevent  de  la  terre,  des  cloaques,  eaux 
croupies;  le  dereglement  des  saisons,  la  raauvaise 
observance  des  ordinances  des  magistrats.”  From  the 
comparison  of  these  observations  with  those  on  the 
same  subjects  which  are  to  be  found  in  works  of 
recent  publication,  we  cannot  but  be  struck  with  the 
fixed  and  stationary  amount  of  the  world’s  knowledge 
in  respect  of  the  causation  of  contagious  and  infectious 
disease.  But  before  I leave  these  speculations  of 
Messer  Guillaume  Potel,  which  run  in  lines  parallel 
with  those  of  modern  pathologists,  I must  cite  his 
advice  to  the  healthy,  as  bearing  a strong  resem- 
blance to  what  was  advised  officially  during  the  recent 
epidemic:  “II  faut  nettoyer  la  maison ; mais  ce 
n’est  pas  assez  d’avoir  nettoye  la  maison,  et  de  se 


foresee  those  conjunctions  of  them  which  produce  all  the  known 
effects  on  the  weather  and  on  the  human  body,  which  derives  its 
susceptibility  of  infectious  feverish  disorders  from  the  state  of  the 
atmosphere.” 


tenir  nettement,  il  faut  encore  faire  quelques  sub- 
fumigations k fin  de  chasser,  et  corriger  la  qualite 
maligne  de  ce  venin ; il  faut  rappeller  toujours  que  la 
peste  n’a  pas  de  demain  et  pour  ce,  il  ne  faut  deferer 
et  remettre  a une  autre  heure  ce  qui  doit  se  faire  a 
present ; la  maladie  etant  precipitee,  il  faut  de  meme 
precipiter  les  remedes  ; il  faut  eviter  Pair  corrumpue, 
et  ne  point  commettre  d’exces  en  sa  maniere  de  vivre, 
ni  en  ses  deportemens,  ne  point  manger  des  viandes 
difficiles  d digerer,  crues,  ni  corrompues  et  ne  boire 
trop  de  vin  bon  ou  mauvais  ; toutes  choses  en  exces 
quelque  salubrite  qu’ elles  contiennent  en  soi,  elles  sont 
neanmoins  vicieuses,  et  non-natur elles ; il  faut  tenir 
une  telle  moderation  en  la  disposition  du  corps  qu’il  ne 
soit  trop  rempli  d’humeurs,  ni  affoibli  par  purgations, 
ni  par  exces  de  viandes  qui  pourroient,  etre  cause 
d’une  obstruction  ; de  meme,  l’on  ne  doit  point  com- 
mettre d’exercise  immodere  le  trop  grand  travail  est 
tres  dangereux ; mais  gardez  vous  bien  des  immon- 
dices ; il  faut  se  tenir  nettement  soit  en  sa  maison 
soit  en  ses  habits.  J’etois  contraint,  de  dire  aux 
pestiferes,  vous  ne  devez  pas  vous  etonner  que  la  peste 
vous  a pris,  il  y a long  terns  que  vous  la  gardez  chez 
vous.  Il  est,  aussi  bien  necessaire  de  garder  une  exacte 
mediocrite  en  toutes  les  actions  de  la  vie  et  en  toutes  les 
passions  de  V avne ; la  crainte  est  d’autant  et  meme 
plus  dangereuse  qu’aucune  autre  dans  la  Peste  car 
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les  pestiferes  etant  saisis  de  cette  crainte  on  apprehen- 
sion, il  n’en  echappe  pas  de  cinquante,  un.” 

Having  been  led  away  by  the  contemplation  of  the 
mysteries  of  this  disease  from  the  observance  of  the 
rule  which  I had  prescribed  to  myself,  I must  now  in 
conformity  with  my  design  revert  to  the  final  Report, 
and  proceed  to  extract  what  was  returned  in  that 
Report  to  the  Central  Board,  relating  to  the  classes 
of  society  which  were  most  affected.  Of  those  who 
were  under  such  circumstances  that  they  might  claim 
parish  relief,  140  were  attacked,  of  which  72  died:  of 
those  in  easy  or  affluent  circumstances,  34  were 
attacked,  and  14  died.  But  whether  persons  were  in 
wealth  or  penury,  if  through  a want  of  that  consi- 
deration which  the  prevalence  of  the  disease  rendered 
necessary  they  permitted  themselves  to  eat  or  drink, 
or  sleep,  or  in  any  way  to  live  imprudently,  they 
by  these  very  acts  exposed  themselves  to  disease  and 
death  ; whilst  the  vicious  and  the  profligate  in  nume- 
rous instances  presented  fearful  evidences  of  the 
reality  of  that  universal  law  of  Providence,  whereby 
sin  produces  its  own  punishment,  by  which  the  Al- 
mighty punishes  the  wicked  by  the  instrumentality 
of  their  acts,  and  the  consequences  of  their  excesses. 
So  fell  many  a guilty  man  and  guilty  woman,  leaving 
behind  them,  in  characters  too  legible  not  to  be  read, 
and  too  alarming  not  to  be  laid  to  heart,  the  edifying 


truth,  that  vicious  indulgences  predispose  the  body 
to  take  the  disease,  and  that  the  disease  so  taken  soon 
becomes  beyond  the  reach  of  medical  assistance. 

It  would  be  an  act  of  injustice  to  those  Members  The  Hosp>- 

J tal,  House 

of  the  Committee,  who  superintended  the  Hospital,  of.°b«erv- 

1 1 ation,  and 

the  House  of  Observation,  and  that  which  received  ”ouse,for 

Convales- 

Convalescents  for  country  air,  if  I were  to  pass  over  or cents- 
imperfectly  to  represent  their  important  services. 


THE  HOSPITAL, 

which  forms  the  subject  of  the  first  Engraving,  was  Hospital, 
placed  underthe  medical  superintendenceofMr.  Thomas 
Allen,  Member  of  the  College  of  Surgeons  in  London 
and  Edinburgh,  and  Licentiate  of  the  Society  of  Apothe- 
caries, who  dedicated  his  fortitude,  talents,  and  attain- 
ments to  this  laborious  duty.  Mr.  William  Butler, 
wine  merchant  of  Oxford,  had  the  general  direction 
of  the  House.  From  the  prevailing  disinclination, 
both  of  patients  and  relatives,  to  consent  to  removal, 
the  Hospital  was  by  no  means  so  much  resorted  to  as 
might  have  been  expected,  from  its  numerous  pro- 
visions for  the  relief  and  cure  of  the  Disease,  from 
Mr.  William  Butler’s  benevolent  anxiety  to  promote 
and  extend  its  usefulness,  and  from  Mr.  Allen’s 
known  zeal  and  assiduity,  which  at  one  time  produced 
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such  a degree  of  exhaustion,  as  to  require  a short  in- 
termission of  his  laborious  duties  ; during  which  time 
Mr.  Patrick  Madgett  very  handsomely  offered  to  take 
and  did  take  his  place,  as  Mr.  John  Martin  afterwards 
did,  when  Mr.  Allen  was  called  away  by  a severe 
family  affliction.  Of  the  24  admitted,  all  of  them 
cases  of  great  severity,  13  died,  a proportion  of  deaths 
which  (as  has  been  before  observed)  very  nearly  cor- 
responded with  that  which  took  place  between  those 
who  died  and  those  who  recovered  at  home,  and 
between  the  recoveries  and  deaths  upon  the  total  of 
the  Oxford  cases. 

THE  HOUSE  OF  OBSERVATION. 

To  the  Rev.  Francis  Clerke,  late  Fellow  of  All  Souls 
and  Senior  Proctor,  every  acknowledgment  was  due, 
from  every  well-wisher  to  the  public  health,  for  his 
able  and  unremitting  exertions  in  carrying  into  full 
effect  the  measures  of  the  Board  for  preventing  the 
spread  of  Cholera  from  sick  houses,  streets,  and  dis- 
tricts. The  house  and  premises  formerly  occupied  by 
the  National  School  and  its  master,  were  converted 
into  an  asylum  for  the  reception  of  men,  women,  and 
children,  who  might  be  induced  to  remove  from 
diseased  neighbourhoods  and  endangered  homes. 
From  the  10th  of  July  to  the  20th  of  August,  the 


Rev.  Ernest  Hawkins,  the  esteemed  and  respected 
Curate  of  St.  Aldate’s,  had  superintended  the  establish- 
ment, who,  as  well  as  his  worthy  neighbours,  the  Rev. 
W.  W.  Champneys,  Officiating  Minister  of  St.  Ebbe’s, 
and  the  Rev.  John  Jones,  Vicar  of  St.  Thomas’s,  had, 
from  the  beginning  of  the  disease,  watched  over  the 
health  of  their  respective  Parishes  with  a vigilance 
equal  to  the  fidelity  with  which  they  discharged  every 
other  duty  ; for  during  these  times  of  peril  and  alarm, 
the  Parochial  Clergy  of  Oxford  were  every  where  at 
their  posts,  and  in  the  midst  of  their  parishioners.  As 
guardians  of  their  health,  purveyors  to  their  wants,  and 
contributors  to  their  spiritual  as  well  as  bodily  com- 
forts, they  were  seen  gladly  to  spend  and  to  be  spent 
in  many  a service  of  expensive  and  laborious  kindness, 
having  in  the  Venerable  C.  C.  Clerke,  Archdeacon  of 
the  Diocese,  a fellow-labourer  in  his  own  Parish  of  St. 
Mary  Magdalen,  and  a counsellor  as  well  as  coadjutor 
in  all  matters  connected  with  ministerial  duties. 

The  Rev.  Ernest  Hawkins  having  been  obliged  to 
leave  Oxford,  the  Rev.  F.  Clerke,  brother  to  the 
Archdeacon,  succeeded  to  his  duties.  The  change 
having  taken  place  just  at  the  time  of  what  may  be 
called  the  great  out-break  of  Cholera  in  St.  Clement’s, 
furnished  the  kind-hearted,  active,  and  judicious 
superintend  ant  of  the  House  of  Observation  with 
ample  opportunities  of  exercising  the  energies  of 


24 


his  charity,  and  applying  the  calculations  of  his 
prudence.  Up  to  the  time  the  Senior  Proctor  under- 
took this  charge,  the  refugees  had  been  but  few  at 
any  one  time ; no  sooner,  however,  had  alarm  began 
to  spread  through  Caroline  and  the  parallel  Streets 
in  St.  Clement’s,  than  the  sojourners  in  the  Observation 
House  increased  from  23  on  the  24th  of  August,  to  85 
on  the  7th  of  September ; after  that  day  the  numbers 
again  fell  down  to  56  on  the  15th,  and  to  10  in  the 
beginning  of  October.  During  the  ingress,  egress, 
and  regress  of  these  alarmed  and  afflicted  individuals, 
for  many  of  them  were  mourning  the  loss  of  near  and 
dear  relatives,  the  Proctor  was  seen  to  enter  into  the 
minutest  of  the  household  concerns,  and  to  provide 
with  studious  foresight  every  thing  which  could  soothe 
and  compose  the  mind,  as  well  as  give  rest  and  refresh- 
ment to  the  body.  For  the  first  he  provided,  by  daily 
morning  and  evening  prayers,  and  Sunday  duties;  for 
the  latter,  by  distributing  those  articles  of  apparel 
which  had  been  so  seasonably  bestowed  by  the  in- 
habitants of  Oxford1';  by  making  prompt  arrangements 


for  beds  and  beddings;  in  short,  by  personally  direct- 
ing the  resident  Master  and  Mistress,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wale,  in  all  their  duties.  The  results  of  these  methods 
of  observation,  and  of  these  plans  for  the  preservation 
of  health,  were  afterwards  collected  by  the  Proctor, 
and  reduced  to  a sort  of  tabular  statement.  It  is 
deposited  in  the  Radcliffe  Infirmary,  with  all  the 
other  papers  of  the  late  Oxford  Board  of  Health.  By 
this  document  it  appears,  that  209  persons  had 
sought  and  received  protection  within  the  walls  of  the 
Observation  House  ; and  that  although  a large  propor- 
tion of  the  whole  had  fled  from  the  very  fomites  of  the 
disease,  from  sick  rooms,  or  from  houses  surrounded 
by  the  sick,  the  dying,  and  the  dead,  no  more  than 
five  instances  of  Cholera  occurred  among  the  refugees 
in  the  House  of  Observation  ; two  fell  sick  within 
five  hours  after  admission,  two  within  24,  and  one 
shewed  its  fearful  symptoms  still  later,  but  none 
fell  ill  as  from  disease  taken  or  caught  in  the  house. 
But  the  fact  which  should  ever  live  in  the  recollection 
of  Oxford  is  that  which,  with  his  usual  accuracy,  the 
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Senior  Proctor  has  recorded  in  his  minute-book : 
“ Whenever  removals  took  place  from  infected  streets 
and  houses,  diminution  invariably  followed  in  the  num- 
bers of  the  diseased ; and  in  some  instances  this  was  so 
remarkable,  that  there  was  an  exact  correspondence 
between  the  dates  of  the  removals  and  the  dates  of  the 
abatements  in  the  numbers  reported  to  be  diseased In 
short,  of  all  known  methods  recommended  and  resorted 
to  for  checking  the  spread  of  Cholera,  none  can  be 
compared  with  this  process  of  removing  the  exposed 
and  endangered  from  their  homes,  and  providing  for 
them  a place  of  temporary  residence  in  a house  of 
refuge  and  observation.  And  the  best  evidence 
which  can  be  adduced  of  the  excellence  of  these 
arrangements  in  the  Oxford  House  of  Observation,  is 
the  thankfulness  which  was  expressed  by  every  one  of 
the  refugees  for  the  tenderness  of  their  treatment, 
and  for  the  watchfulness  of  the  medical  attendant 
over  their  health  ; and  it  is  due  to  the  skill,  intelli- 
gence, and  humanity  of  that  medical  attendant,  Mr. 
John  F.  Wood,  to  state,  that  his  vigilance  was 
incessant,  by  night  and  day.  Frequently  was  he 
called  from  his  bed  to  inspect  the  state  and  con- 
dition of  some  refugee  labouring  under  suspected  ail- 
ments, and  still  more  frequently  was  he  obliged  to 
have  recourse  to  medicine  to  allay  and  compose  in- 
cipient disorders  of  the  stomach  and  bowels  ; shewing, 


by  these  attendances,  and  by  the  frequent  use  of  the 
diluted  chloride  for  various  purifications,  by  insisting 
upon  ablutions  of  the  person  as  well  as  the  apparel, 
that  he  fully  entered  into  the  views  of  the  Board,  and 
left  nothing  undone  on  his  part  to  carry  their  orders 
into  effect. 

HOUSE  FOR  CONVALESCENTS. 

The  last  Establishment  of  the  Oxford  Board  of 
Health  ( see  Engraving ) was  the  House  at  Cowley, 
called  St.  Bartholomew’s  Hospital,  and  which,  by  an 
arrangement  with  the  Almsmen,  was  converted  into  a 
place  to  receive  those  who  had  gone  through  the  Dis- 
ease, either  at  their  own  homes  or  at  the  Hospital. 
The  objects  were  the  same  in  either  case;  which  were, 
first,  to  expedite  and  complete  the  recovery  of  conva- 
lescents; and,  secondly,  to  prevent  all  intercourse  with 
them  during  the  time  that  there  might  be,  or  might 
be  supposed  to  be,  danger  in  such  communication. 
Mr.  John  Thorp  undertook  the  general  direction  of 
this  House,  and  Mr.  Patrick  Madgett,  surgeon  and 
apothecary,  was  appointed  to  its  medical  superin- 
tendence. The  convalescents  varied  in  number,  but 
never  amounted  to  more  than  ten  at  one  time.  It 
was  for  a short  time  used  as  a house  of  refuge  as  well 
as  for  convalescents,  and  was  found  in  every  way 
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Acknow- 
ledgments 
of  services. 


to  answer  the  purposes  of  the  Board.  Mr.  Patrick 
Madgett’s  treatment  of  the  convalescents  (and  some 
of  them  suffered  from  relapse,  as  well  as  other  sorts  of 
disease)  was  such,  as  obtained  the  gratitude  of  all  who 
were  placed  under  his  care. 

Cursory  narratives  must  necessarily  labour  under 
various  imperfections  ; matters  which  require  detail,  to 
be  fully  understood  and  properly  appreciated,  must  be 
slightly  touched  upon;  and  persons,  whose  eminent 
services  entitle  them  to  extended  praise,  must  be  noticed 
with  an  apology,  that  such  services  should  be  so  defect- 
ively represented,  and  so  inadequately  acknowledged. 
But  these  deficiencies  may  in  some  sort  be  supplied, 
and  without  departing  from  the  character  of  con- 
ciseness in  the  narrative,  if  I transcribe  from  the 
Minutes  of  the  Board  of  Health  those  entries  of  thanks 
which  were  made  when  the  value  of  those  services 
was  estimated  with  the  correctest  judgment,  and  felt 
with  the  liveliest  gratitude.  I shall  copy  them  in  the 
order  in  which  they  are  entered.  The  Gentlemen  of 
the  Medical  Profession  were  the  first  who  received  the 
grateful  acknowledgments  of  the  Board  as  soon  as  their 
virtues  and  talents  had  been  called  into  action  by  the 
spread  of  the  Disease;  the  Board,  under  date  of  the 
10th  of  July,  “ in  the  absence  of  its  medical  members, 
took  the  opportunity  of  expressing  its  admiration  of 


the  devotion  shewn  by  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Faculty  to 
their  arduous  duties  by  night  and  day,  in  attending  upon 
Cholera  Patients  of  every  grade  in  society  ; in  which 
laborious  attendance,  the  physician  took  an  equal 
share  with  the  general  practitioner.”  This  was  the 
practical  illustration  of  what  Professor  Kidd  declared, 
when  as  yet  it  was  unknown  to  what  extent  the 
Disease  might  multiply  the  calls  upon  professional 
assistance.  Let  there  he,  said  he,  for  the  present  a 
community  of  practice,  and  let  distinctions  of  medical 
rank  be  lost  in  the  common  desire  to  help  our  fellow  - 
creatures  in  their  common  danger.  Such  were  the 
sentiments  also  of  the  late  lamented  Dr.  Williams, 
Dr.  Ogle,  and  Dr.  Wootten,  who  with  Dr.  Kidd 
dedicated  their  science  and  humanity  to  these  unpaid 
labours ; for  the  Physicians  of  Oxford  with  one 
accord  declined  remuneration  for  their  prompt,  skilful, 
and  humane  exertions,  and  have  left  upon  record 
noble  examples  of  Christian  benevolence  and  Aca- 
demic liberality.  Well  therefore,  and  most  deservedly, 
did  the  Vice-Chancellor,  the  Rev.  Dr.  John  Collier 
Jones,  in  his  address  to  the  Board,  Sept.  22, 
acknowledge  such  generosity  and  self-devotion ; 
most  just  too  were  his  awards  of  praise  to  those 
general  practitioners.  “ Great  thanks,”  said  he, 
“ were  due  to  the  Medical  Members  of  the  Board 
in  general,  for  their  unremitting  and  successful 
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exertions  in  the  cause  of  humanity,  and  who,  by 
their  observations  and  studies,  had  discovered  im- 
proved methods  of  treating  the  Disease  ; whereby, 
if  it  should  please  God  that  this  place  should  be 
again  afflicted,  we  may  fairly  entertain  the  hope  that 
the  loss  of  human  life  may  be  diminished.” 

Of  the  Rev.  the  Vice-Chancellor  himself,  of  his 
daily  attendance  at  the  Board,  of  his  concern  and 
counsels  in  all  that  related  to  the  health  and  safety  of 
the  place  and  its  inhabitants,  of  his  personal  visits  to 
the  House  of  Observation,  of  his  alms  and  contributions 
as  well  as  those  of  Mrs.  Collier  Jones,  of  his  influence 
and  authority  so  beneficially  exerted,  of  his  first 
ordinances  and  appointments  in  conjunction  with  the 
Worshipful  the  Mayor,  whereby  regularity  was  given 
to  the  precautionary  measures  of  November  1831,  it 
would  ill  become  me  to  say  or  do  more  than  refer  to 
the  attestations  recorded  in  the  Book  of  Minutes,  which 
set  forth  the  zeal  and  assiduity  of  the  Chief  Magistrates 
of  Oxford,  and  the  extent  and  greatness  of  the  obli- 
gations of  the  public  to  them. 

The  recorded  thanks  which  next  claim  attention  are 
those  presented  to  the  Senior  Proctor,  Sept.  14,  the 
Junior  Proctor,  the  Rev.  Richard  Young,  of  New 
College,  having  been  during  this  long  Vacation  ab- 
sent, although  before  he  left  Oxford  he  had  regularly 
assisted  in  all  these  sanitary  measures.  The  Board 


acknowledged,  in  that  Resolution,  “ the  indefatigable 
attention  of  the  Rev.  F.  Clerke  to  the  concerns  of 
the  Observation  House;  an  attention  which  had  mani- 
fested itself  in  his  dedicating  five  hours  every  day  to 
these  offices  of  watchful  care,  and  which  had  been 
repaid  by  the  respect  and  gratitude  of  all  who  had 
taken  refuge  within  its  walls.5’ 

Of  the  upright  and  indefatigable  Secretary,  William 
Thorp,  Esq.  in  the  following  year  Mayor  of  Oxford, 
it  was  attested  by  the  vote  of  Sept.  17,  “ that  he  had 
uniformly  devoted  his  time  and  attention  to  every 
detail  of  business,  from  the  time  that  he  had  been 
prevailed  upon  to  undertake  the  office  of  Honorary 
Secretary;  that  from  the  3d  of  last  January  to  the 
present  day,  that  is,  for  more  than  eight  months,  he 
had  dedicated  himself  to  the  duties  of  his  office  ; and 
that  in  every  branch  of  official  business,  his  prompti- 
tude, punctuality,  and  benevolence  shewed  the  interest 
he  took  in  all  that  concerned  the  public  health ; and 
that  never  in  the  annals  of  gratuitous  exertions  were 
a Secretary’s  duties  more  conscientiously  or  more 
beneficially  performed.” 

Mr.  William  Butler’s  services  as  Director  of  the 
Cholera  Hospital  were  acknowledged  by  the  Board 
Sept.  20,  particularly  for  his  superintendence  of  the 
works  when  the  Hospital  was  built,  for  his  personal 
visitation  of  the  wards,  and  for  his  valuable  assistance 
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in  many  important  matters  of  account  and  nego- 
tiation.” 

Thanks  were  at  the  same  time  given  to  Mr.  William 
Joy,  for  his  zeal  and  benevolence  manifested  from  the 
first  institution  of  the  Board  in  Nov.  1,  1831  ; for, 
like  Mr.  William  Thorp  and  Mr.  William  Butler,  he  was 
one  of  its  first  members,  and  had  never  ceased  to  apply 
his  accurate  local  knowledge  in  furtherance  of  the 
purposes  of  the  Board. 

To  these  testimonies  of  approbation,  must  be  added 
those  which  were  conveyed  to  the  members  of  the 
Oxford  Board  of  Health  in  general,  by  the  Rev.  Dr. 
George  Rowley,  Master  of  University  College,  (who, 
in  the  Michaelmas  Term,  1832,  succeeded  the  Rev. 
Dr.  John  Collier  Jones  in  the  Vice-Chancellorship.) 
On  the  15th  of  October  it  was  resolved,  “that  the 
Vice-Chancellor  be  requested  to  convey  the  thanks  of 
the  Heads  of  Houses  and  Proctors  to  the  Chairman 
and  Secretary,  and  other  members  of  the  Board  of 
Health,  for  their  zealous  and  efficient  services  during 
the  prevalence  of  the  late  Epidemic.”  The  City  also 
passed  the  following  resolution  of  Council  to  the  same 
effect,  “ That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  given  to 
the  Chairman,  Secretary,  and  Members  of  the  Board 


of  Health,  for  the  arduous  duties  they  performed 
during  the  existence  of  the  malady  called  the  Cholera 
Morbus,  with  which  this  City  and  its  neighbourhood 
were  lately  visited.”  And,  in  conclusion,  I must  be 
permitted  to  indulge,  and  as  I hope  a much  higher 
feeling  than  vanity,  by  consigning  to  the  safeguard 
of  these  pages  the  distinguished  honour  conferred 
upon  myself,  on  the  5th  of  March,  1833.  It  was 
the  presentation  of  a Silver  Inkstand,  of  great  value 
and  exquisite  workmanship,  on  which  was  engraved 
the  following  inscription: 

PRESENTED  BY  THE  OXFORD  BOARD  OF  HEALTH  TO  THE 
REV.  VAUGHAN  THOMAS;  A TESTIMONY  OF  GRATITUDE 
FOR  JUDICIOUS  EXERTION  AND  INDEFATIGABLE  ATTEN- 
TION DISPLAYED  DURING  THE  PREVALENCE  OF  CHOLERA 
IN  THIS  CITY,  A.D.  1832. 

On  which  occasion,  my  esteemed  and  valued  coad- 
jutor, William  Thorp,  Esq.  Honorary  Secretary  of  the 
Board,  received  a very  handsome  and  substantial  Silver 
Salver,  with  the  following  inscription  : 

FROM  THE  OXFORD  BOARD  OF  HEALTH  TO  THEIR  HONO- 
RARY SECRETARY,  WILLIAM  THORP,  ESQ.  IN  GRATEFUL 
ACKNOWLEDGMENT  OF  HIS  VALUABLE  SERVICES  DURING 
THE  PREVALENCE  OF  CHOLERA  IN  THIS  CITY,  A.D.  1832. 


APPENDIX 


No.  I. 


Pills,  No.  1. 


Precautionary  Hints  to  Persons  residing  in  Places 
suffering  or  likely  to  suffer  from  Cholera  ; with 
Concise  Directions  for  the  Treatment  of  those 
threatened  with  or  actually  attacked  by  the  Disease 
in  Situations  where  Medical  Advice  cannot  be  im- 
mediately obtained. 

Heads  of  Families  living  in  the  Country,  and  benevolent 
Individuals  wishing  to  afford  remedial  Assistance  in  this  destruc- 
tive Malady,  ought  to  provide  themselves  with  the  following 
Articles ; viz. 

lbs.  oz. 

/-Tincture  of  Opium  (Laudanum)  . — 2 

J of  Catechu  . . . 

) of  Assafoetida  . . . 


Aromatic  Spirit  of  Ammonia  . 
Compound  Spirit  of  Lavender 
Oil  of  Peppermint 

Castor  Oil 

Ipecacuanha  in  Powder  . . 

Mustard  in  ditto  (best  Durham) 
Compound  Chalk  Powder  , 
Sulphate  of  Quinine  . . . 


— 4 

— 4 

— 4 

— 2 
- 0| 

2 — 


10  — 

— 4 

— 1 


r Calomel,  24  Grains 

Six  Dozen  < Opium,  4 Grain  > i 

L Cayenne  Pepper,  2 Grains  ' 

No.  2. 


in  each  Pill. 


/Calomel  -\  _ . 

Three  Dozen  i Compound  Extract  of  > ,GaC  * 

I Colocvnth  J m each  P, 11. 


■Calomel 
Compour 
L Colocyr 

No.  3. 

m.  t.  r Blue  Pill,  2 Grains  1 

Three  Dozen  { Rhubarb>  3 Grai„s  each  Pill. 

Powders,  No.  4. 


Calcined  Magnesia,  2 Parts 
Rhubarb  in  Powder,  2 Parts 
Ginger  in  ditto,  1 Part,  carefully  mixed 


1 


lbs.  oz. 
— 1 


No.  5. 

Calomel,  l Grain 
James’s  Powder,  2 Grains 
Nitre  in  Powder,  5 Grains 


} ■ - 


Liniment,  No.  6. 

Compound  Soap  Liniment  with 
Opium,  8 Parts 

Tincture  of  Cantharides,  1 Part 

Mustard  Poultice,  No.  7. 

The  Mustard  Poultice  is  made  by  mixing  equal  Parts  of 
Mustard  Powder  and  Crumb  of  Bread  into  a Paste  with  hot 
Water;  or  by  mixing  equal  Parts  of  Mustard  Powder  and  thick 
Porridge. 

Bags  or  Stockings  to  hold  heated  Bran  or  Salt. 

Stomach  and  Feet  Warmers. 

Enema  Syringe. 

A graduated  Glass  Measure.  (1  oz.) 

A Set  of  Scales  and  Weights.  (Grain.) 

The  above  Supply  is  calculated  for  the  Number  likely  to  be 
attacked  in  a Population  of  500  ; and  in  Price,  as  estimated  by 
a London  Chemist,  will  not  exceed  £3  3s. 


Precautions. 

1.  The  Clothing  should  be  warm.  Woollen  Stockings  ought 
to  be  worn,  and  Flannel  next  the  Skin ; at  least  over  the  Belly 
and  Loins. 

2.  Diet. — Avoid,  above  all  things,  overloading  the  Stomach. 
Indigestion,  however  produced,  disposes  the  Body  to  this  Disease. 
If  in  easy  Circumstances,  take  for  Dinner  a moderate  Quantity 
of  Roast  Meat  in  preference  to  Boiled,  with  stale  Bread  or  good 
Potato,  Two  Glasses  of  Wine  with  Water,  or  an  Equivalent  of 
weak  Brandy  or  Whisky  and  Water,  or  of  sound  Porter  or  Ale. 
Eat  Garden  Stuff  and  Fruit  sparingly,  and  avoid  fat  luscious 
Meats.  In  short,  whilst  under  Apprehension  of  Cholera,  use  a 
dry,  nutritive  Diet,  sparing  rather  than  abundant ; observe  great 
Caution  as  to  eating  Suppers,  for  Cholera  most  frequently 
attacks  about  Midnight,  or  very  early  in  the  Morning. 


In  case  of  Costiveness,  take  One  or  Two  of  the  Pills  No.  3. 
going  to  Bed  ; or  One  or  Two  of  the  Pills  No.  2.  in  the  Morning, 
should  no  Effect  be  produced  by  No.  3. ; but  avoid  Salts,  Senna, 
and  all  cold,  drastic  Purgatives. 

3.  Exercise. — Moderate  Exercise  in  the  open  Air,  in  fine 
Weather,  is  conducive  to  Health;  but  the  greatest  Care  should 
be  observed  by  all,  more  especially  by  the  weakly  and  the  aged, 
not  to  carry  that  Exercise  to  Fatigue  or  profuse  Perspiration,  nor 
to  sit  down  with  wet  Feet  or  wet  Clothes. 

Treatment  of  the  Premonitory  Symptoms  of  Cholera. 

4.  In  a very  large  Majority  of  Cases,  the  Attack  of  Cholera 
is  preceded  by  a Looseness  of  Bowels  of  longer  or  shorter 
Duration,  say  Twenty-four  Hours.  It  is  in  this  Stage  that 
remedial  Assistance  is  most  efficient,  and  that  Life  may  be  saved 
with  the  most  Certainty,  by  checking  the  Disease  in  its  Com- 
mencement. When,  therefore,  the  Bowels  become  relaxed  with- 
out an  obvious  Cause,  where  Cholera  is  prevailing  at  the  Time, 
the  following  Measures  should  be  adopted  without  Loss  of  Time : 

5.  In  the  Case  of  Adults,  previously  healthy,  let  Blood  be 
taken  from  the  Arm  to  Eight  or  Ten  Ounces,  or  by  Ten  or 
Twelve  Leeches  to  the  Pit  of  the  Stomach,  or  by  Cupping. 

Should  the  loose  Motions  be  of  a darker  Colour  than  natural, 
give  Two  Pills  of  Form  No.  2,  and  Four  Hours  after  a Table- 
spoonful of  Castor  Oil,  floating  on  Half  a Wine-glass-full  of  Gin 
and  Water,  Brandy  and  Water,  or  cold  Coffee,  with  Ten  Drops 
of  Laudanum  if  there  be  griping  Pains.  Confine  the  Patient 
strictly  to  Bed,  and  give  the  following  Draught  at  Night: 

Cinnamon  or  Peppermint  Water,  Half  an  Ounce3;  Laudanum, 
Twenty-five  Drops. 

6.  When  the  Purging  is  of  the  ordinary,  bilious,  and  feculent 
kind,  with  Griping  and  Flatulence,  give  Ten  Drops  of  Laudanum 
and  Forty  of  Tincture  of  Catechu  in  the  same  Vehicle,  every 

a Peppermint  Water  rnay  be  made  by  rubbing  down  Five  Drops  of  Oil  of 
Peppermint  with  Half  a Tea-spoonful  of  Sugar,  adding  a Table-spoonful  of 
Water  by  Degrees. 


Hour,  for  Five  or  Six  Hours;  or  Twenty  Grains  of  the  Com- 
pound Chalk  Powder  every  Second  or  Third  Hour,  should  Relief 
not  be  obtained  sooner. 

A Warm  Bath  for  Half  an  Hour,  followed  by  rubbing  with 
Flannel  or  Flesh  Brushes;  warm  Fomentations  to  the  Belly  by 
means  of  Bladders  Half  filled  with  Hot  Water,  or  Flannels 
soaked  in  hot  spiced  Wine,  or  in  hot  Spirit  and  Water,  will 
afford  much  Relief. 

7.  When  there  are  Cramps,  a Dessert-spoonful  or  Two  of  the 
Liniment  No.  6.  should  be  assiduously  rubbed  on  the  Part 
affected. 

8.  If  there  be  Nausea  or  Sickness,  without  acute  Pain  at  the 
Pit  of  the  Stomach,  give  an  Emetic  of  Twenty-five  or  Thirty 
Grains  of  Ipecacuanha  in  Half  a Pint  of  warm  Water. 

9.  When  Giddiness  and  Pain  at  the  Pit  of  the  Stomach  are 
present,  bleed  as  above,  and  give  a Tea-spoonful  of  the  Aperient 
Powder  No.  4. 

10.  Let  the  Diet  in  all  these  premonitory  Stages  consist  of 
light  farinaceous  Preparations : Sago,  Tapioca,  Panada ; Chicken 
Broth  and  tepid  Drinks  to  promote  Perspiration. 

11.  Should  Debility,  with  Chills  and  Sweats,  remain,  give 
Two  Grains  of  Sulphate  of  Quinine  Three  Times  a Day  for  Two 
or  Three  Days.  This  Medicine  will  often  be  found  to  check  the 
Relaxation  of  the  Bowels. 

First  Stage  of  the  Attack. — Treatment. 

12.  When  the  Motions  have  lost  the  Appearance  of  feculent 
Matter,  and  have  put  on  that  of  Rice  Water  or  Chicken  Broth, 
with  vomiting  of  similar  Liquids,  Spasms,  intense  Thirst,  irregu- 
lar, slow,  and  weak  Pulse,  give  an  Emetic  of  Half  a Pint  of  a 
Solution  of  common  Salt,  as  strong  as  it  can  be  made,  with  a 
Tea-spoonful  of  Mustard  Powder.  Place  a Mustard  Poultice, 
No.  7.  over  the  whole  Stomach,  Belly,  and  Front  of  the  Short 
Ribs,  having  previously  rubbed  the  Parts  with  the  Liniment. 
Give  one  of  the  Pills  No.  1.  every  alternate  Half-hour,  and  in 
the  Jntervals  Two  Table-spoonsful  of  weak  Brandy  or  Whisky 


and  Water;  cold  if  preferred.  Let  the  Patient  drink  cold  Water 
or  iced  Water  if  it  can  be  had,  allowing  no  more  than  Two  or 
Three  Table-spoonsful  at  a Time,  or  Bits  of  Ice  the  Size  of  a 
Nut  may  be  given  to  be  swallowed  whole,  to  allay  the  burning 
Sensation  at  the  Pit  of  the  Stomach.  Let  Bags  or  Stockings 
filled  with  heated  Bran  or  Sand  be  placed  along  the  Patient’s 
Spine  or  Sides,  and  Feet  Warmers  applied  to  his  Feet.  Let  him 
be  kept  still,  if  possible,  wrapt  in  warm  Blankets,  but  not  op- 
pressed with  Heat  or  Coverings,  particularly  over  the  Chest  and 
Neck. 


Second  Stage  of  the  Attack. 

13.  If,  notwithstanding  these  Measures,  the  Patient  should 
appear  to  be  sinking,  the  Pulse  becoming  rveaker,  the  Skin 
colder,  the  breathing  more  laborious,  the  Individual  appearing 
less  anxious  about  his  own  Situation,  then,  in  addition  to  the 
steady  Application  of  the  Measures  already  recommended,  let  an 
Injection  be  thrown  up  the  Rectum,  consisting  of  Two  or  Three 
Pints  of  Water,  as  warm  as  the  Hand  can  conveniently  bear, 
with  a small  Wine-glassful  of  Brandy  or  Whisky,  to  be  repeated, 
if  thought  necessary,  at  Intervals  of  an  Hour. 


Third  Stage. 

14.  When  the  Pulse  at  the  Wrist  has  ceased,  or  become 
almost  imperceptible,  with  Coldness  of  the  Extremities,  and 
perhaps  Blueness  of  the  Surface,  particularly  of  the  Lips,  Hands, 
and  Feet;  irregular  breathing,  Loss  of  Voice,  Suppression  of 
Urine,  ghastly  Countenance,  without  Delirium : although  under 
these  awful  Circumstances  there  is  but  little  Room  for  Hope,  our 
Exertions  should  not  cease. 

15.  At  this  Stage  of  the  Attack  the  vomiting  and  purging  will 
generally  have  ceased,  or  at  least  be  much  diminished ; the  Belly 
will  be  drawn  in,  and  Pain,  sinking,  and  death-like  Oppression 
will  be  felt  about  the  Heart. 


16.  Let  the  hot  Water  Injection  be  repeated,  with  Two  or 
Three  Drachms  of  the  Tincture  of  Assafoetida,  and  retained  for 
some  Minutes  by  means  of  a Napkin. 

17.  Let  Mustard  Poultices  be  applied  to  the  Inside  of  the 
Thighs  and  Calves  of  the  Legs,  in  addition  to  that  on  the  Belly, 
which  may  be  removed  to  the  Sides  of  the  Chest  or  Back;  let 
the  Limbs  be  diligently  rubbed  with  warm  Cloths ; let  small 
Quantities  of  light  Cordials  be  given  at  Intervals,  such  as  a Tea- 
spoonful of  Compound  Tincture  of  Cinnamon,  or  of  Aromatic 
Spirit  of  Ammonia,  in  a Table-spoonful  of  Water,  and  let  the 
Treatment  ordered  for  the  Second  Stage  be  continued  until  the 
Pulse  becomes  distinctly  perceptible  at  the  Wrist. 


Stage  of  Re-action , or  Fever. 

18.  When  the  Pulse  has  begun  to  rise,  and  the  Heat  and 
natural  Colour  begin  to  return  to  the  Surface,  keep  the  Patient 
perfectly  quiet,  but  let  him  be  carefully  watched,  for  a sudden 
sinking  of  the  Pow'ers  of  Life  not  unfrequently  occurs  at  this 
Period  of  the  Disease.  Opiates  of  all  Kinds  must  now  be  with- 
held; and  Wine,  Brandy,  and  other  Stimulants  used  very 
sparingly,  and  withdrawn  altogether  as  soon  as  the  Pulse  and 
Heat  are  steadily  re-established;  when  mild  tepid  Drinks  are  to 
be  substituted,  and  the  Powder  No.  5.  given  every  Hour,  instead 
of  the  Medicines  hitherto  used,  should  the  Bowels  he  torpid. 

19.  Under  this  Treatment  a warm  copious  Sweat  often  breaks 
out,  or  a more  healthy  Discharge  takes  place  from  the  Bowels, 
or  some  Urine  is  passed,  which  of  all  others  is  the  most  favour- 
able Sign.  When  such  is  the  Case,  the  Patient,  with  proper 
Care,  will  often  pass  into  a State  of  Convalescence,  without 
further  Difficulty  or  Danger. 

20.  It  often  happens,  however,  notwithstanding  all  our  Care, 
that  the  Re-establishment  of  the  Pulse  and  Heat  are  closely 
followed  by  Symptoms  of  Fever,  or  by  some  Degree  of  Stupor,  or 
by  great  Oppression  of  breathing,  or  by  Distension  and  Tender- 
ness of  the  Belly ; all  of  which  indicate  Danger. 


21.  The  Moment  such  Symptoms  appear,  bleed  from  the  Arm, 
or  from  the  Part  most  affected,  by  Leeches  or  Cupping,  to  10,  12, 
or  16  Ounces,  according  to  the  Effect  produced  by  the  bleeding. 
Reduce  the  Temperature  of  the  Patient’s  Room,  give  cool  Drinks, 
and  apply  cold  wet  Cloths  or  pounded  Ice  in  Bladders  to  the 
Head;  and  give  the  Powders  No.  5.,  as  already  ordered. 

22.  When  Convalescence  has  begun,  observe  the  strictest 
Care  as  to  Diet.  At  this  Period  a full  Meal  has  in  numerous 
Instances  brought  on  a Relapse.  Indeed,  Animal  Food,  even  in 
small  Quantity,  under  these  critical  Circumstances,  has  often 
been  attended  with  dangerous  Consequences  to  those  just  re- 
covering from  Cholera.  To  such,  even  the  mildest  Articles  of 
Food  should  be  given  in  much  smaller  Quantities  and  at  shorter 
Intervals  than  to  those  in  Health ; and  their  ordinary  Diet  and 
Habits  should  be  very  cautiously  resumed. 

W.  Pvm,  Chairman. 

Council  Office,  Central  Board  of  Health,  May  9,  1832. 


No.  II. 

To  the  Dwellers  in  narrow  Courts  and  Alleys,  and  all 
other  close  and  confined  situations. 

Filthiness,  foul  smells,  and  all  lodgments  of  nastiness  in 
Houses,  Courts,  Alleys,  and  especially  in  confined  situations, 
tend  to  produce  Disease.  If  you  wish  to  preserve  your  own 
health,  or  the  healthiness  of  your  City,  be  cleanly  in  your 
persons  and  premises.  Do  not  let  any  sort  of  filth  gather  in 
drains  and  gutters,  especially  when  they  run  through  narrow 
Courts,  and  in  the  midst  of  a thickly -peopled  neighbourhood.  If 
the  pump  be  handy,  clean  out  your  gutters,  Morning  and 
Evening,  by  pumping  ; if  the  pump  be  not  handy,  throw  down 
buckets  of  water.  Nothing  is  more  likely  to  spread  Disease 
than  the  foul  smells  coming  off  from  stagnations  of  filtlr.  \ou 


have  heard  that  the  Board  of  Health  is  ready  and  willing  to  do 
their  utmost  in  helping  to  cleanse  the  Houses  and  Homesteads 
of  the  poor,  for  in  these  times  no  charity  can  be  so  great, 
because  life  itself  may  be  preserved  by  it.  Lose  no  time,  then, 
in  turning  to  your  account  the  gratuitous  distribution  of  Lime 
which  is  now  going  on.  White-wash  your  Houses.  Put  an 
end  to  foul  smells.  Throw  Lime  or  Lime-water  into  or  upon 
the  matters  that  produce  them  ; and  as  we  may  expect  close  and 
sultry  weather,  make  every  thing  sweet  and  cleanly,  and  without 
loss  of  time. 

Oxford,  July  4,  1832. 


No.  III. 

Orders  to  be  observed  in  Houses  of  Observation  under 
the  control  of  the  Board  of  Health  for  the  City  of 
Oxford. 

1.  Ordered,  that  persons  upon  first  coming  in  be  thoroughly 
soap  washed  in  a tub  of  warm  water,  and  go  to  bed. 

2.  Ordered,  that  their  clothes  and  linen,  whether  clean  or 
dirty,  be  plunged  into  diluted  chloride  of  Lime,  wrung  out,  and 
hung  up  to  dry  ; or  purified  by  any  other  efficacious  process,  to 
be  determined  by  the  Sub-Committee. 

3.  Ordered,  that  each  person  bring  one  change  of  linen  and 
stockings,  and  no  more,  and  that  these  things,  as  well  as  what 
they  have  on,  be  washed  in  the  diluted  chloride  upon  his  or  her 
admission,  or  purified  by  any  other  process  to  be  hereafter  deter- 
mined. 

4.  Ordered,  that  all  persons  attend  Prayers  Morning  and 
Evening;  and  that  the  Prayer  to  be  preserved  from  Cholera  be 
always  used  on  these  occasions. 

5.  Ordered,  that  persons  take  their  Meals  at  the  times  fixed  by 
the  Sub-Committee. 
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6.  Ordered,  that  persons  change  their  linen  and  clothes  at  the 
times  fixed  by  the  Sub-Committee. 

7.  Ordered,  that  all  persons  pay  for  their  board  during  their 
stay  in  an  Observation  House,  or  do  some  useful  work  by  way  of 
payment  for  the  same. 

8.  Ordered,  that  no  other  intercourse  be  permitted  to  take 
place  between  the  inmates  of  the  Observation  House  and  their 
friends  and  relatives,  except  according  to  the  directions  of  the 
Sub-Committee,  as  to  time,  place,  and  manner. 

9.  Ordered,  that  all  persons  in  an  Observation  House  be 
placed  under  medical  superintendence  ; but  that  Medical  Practi- 
tioners continue  to  attend  their  respective  Patients  without  let 
or  hindrance. 

10.  Ordered,  that  if  a case  of  Cholera  should  happen  in  the 
Observation  House,  the  Patient  be  immediately  removed  to 
another  place. 

By  Order  of  the  Board  of  Health, 

Vaughan  Thomas,  Chairman. 

William  Thorp,  Honorary  Secretary. 

Oxford,  July  10,  1832. 


No.  IV. 

Notice  of  the  New  Powers  given  to  Boards  of  Health 
by  the  Privy  Council. 

The  Lords  and  others  of  His  Majesty’s  Most  Honourable 
Privy  Council,  in  the  exercise  of  those  powers  which  have  been 
delegated  to  them  by  Parliament,  have  thought  it  conducive  to 
the  general  health  and  safety  to  issue  the  following  Orders,  and 
to  insist  upon  their  universal  observance,  under  the  pains  and 
penalties  of  Fine  and  Imprisonment.  And  the  Board  of  Health 
for  the  City  of  Oxford  (St.  Giles’s  excepted)  and  for  the  Suburbs 


of  St.  Clement’s,  anxious  to  fulfil  the  important  trusts  with  which 
they  have  been  invested  by  the  Privy  Council  and  the  consenting 
Parishes,  and  to  enforce  if  necessary  the  due  observance  of  these 
sanitary  and  precautionary  measures,  feel  it  to  be  their  duty  in 
the  first  place  to  give  this  Public  Notice  of  the  several  matters 
and  things  which  they  have  been  commanded  to  observe  them- 
selves, and  to  cause  to  be  observed  by  others. 

I.  They  are  commanded  and  empowered,  upon  the  Certificates 
of  any  two  Gentlemen  of  the  Medical  Profession,  to  enter,  by 
themselves,  their  servants,  or  others,  any  Dwelling  House,  Hut, 
or  Cabin,  in  any  Street,  Lane,  Court,  Alley,  Gateway,  Passage, 
or  Place,  in  any  City,  Town,  Division,  or  District,  and  at  some 
reasonable  hour  (regard  being  had  to  the  convenience  of  the  In- 
mates thereof)  to  Wash,  Scour,  Cleanse,  White-wash,  and  Fu- 
migate the  same,  and  to  empty  and  clean  out  the  Cellars  thereof, 
and  to  clear,  cleanse,  and  purify  all  the  sink-holes  and  drains 
thereof,  and  also  to  remove  all  Swine  out  of  any  Dwelling  House, 
Hut,  or  Cabin,  to  any  adjoining  hog-stye,  when  and  as  soon  as 
such  sufficient  styes  shall  have  been  provided  for  the  reception  of 
the  same  at  the  expence  of  the  Parish. 

II.  They  are  farther  commanded  and  empowered  to  enter  upon 
the  Lands  or  Grounds  of  any  Person  or  Persons,  bodies  Politic, 
Corporate,  or  Collegiate,  in  order  to  remove,  take,  and  carry 
away,  all  decayed  fruits,  vegetables,  garden-stuff,  putrid  fish,  or 
any  other  corrupt  or  offensive  and  dangerous  matter  or  thing, 
placed  or  kept  within  twenty  yards  of  any  House  or  Habitation. 

III.  They  are  farther  commanded  and  empowered  to  give  notice 
to  the  Owner  or  Occupier  of  any  Slaughter  House,  to  take  and 
carry  away  any  refuse,  offal,  garbage,  filth,  or  sweepings  of  any 
such  Slaughter  House,  and  effectually  to  wash  and  cleanse  the 
same ; and  if  these  things  be  not  done  within  one  hour  after 
notice,  the  Board  of  Health  is  commanded  and  empowered  to  do 
the  same. 

IV.  They  are  farther  commanded  and  empowered  to  open, 
cleanse,  and  scour,  drains,  ditches,  water-courses,  soughs, 


gutters,  and  cess-pools  ; and  in  certain  cases  to  cover  in  such 
open  drains,  ditches,  and  cess-pools.  But  they  are  not  to  exer- 
cise such  power  in  those  Places,  Towns,  or  Cities,  which  have 
Commissioners  of  Sewers  for  the  management  of  matters  of  this 
sort. 

V.  They  are  permitted  and  empowered  to  purchase  and  enclose 
Grounds  for  the  Burial  of  Cholera  Patients  deceased,  for  the  use 
of  such  Parishes  as  may  agree  to  contribute  to  the  expence  of 
such  purchases  and  enclosures;  and  with  farther  power  to  pre- 
vent, except  in  special  cases,  the  interment  of  Cholera  Patients 
in  any  other  Burial  Grounds  than  those  which  have  been  so 
purchased  and  appropriated. 

VI.  They  are  farther  commanded  and  empowered  to  enforce 
universally,  by  Pains  and  Penalties,  the  Interment  of  Cholera 
Patients  within  Twenty-four  Hours  after  their  Decease;  with 
farther  power  and  authority  to  allow  the  Funeral  Expences  of 
such  as,  without  loss  of  time,  comply  with  the  directions  of  the 
Board  of  Health  in  this  matter. 

VII.  They  are  farther  commanded  and  empowered  to  burn 
and  destroy,  or  cause  to  be  burnt  and  destroyed,  Clothes, 
Bedding,  and  other  articles  belonging  to,  or  used  by,  deceased 
Cholera  Patients,  with  farther  power  to  pay  the  value  of  the 
things  destroyed  to  the  owners  thereof,  or  the  representatives  of 
the  deceased. 

VIII.  They  are  farther  commanded  and  empowered  to  appoint 
Medical  Inspectors  to  report  upon  the  state  and  condition  of  the 
Lodging  Houses  for  Vagrants. 

IX.  They  are  farther  commanded  and  empowered  to  furnish 
Medicine  and  Medical  Assistance,  and  Nurses  to  the  sick  poor  at 
their  own  Habitations,  in  case  they  cannot  be  removed  to  the 
Cholera  Infirmary  or  Hospital. 

X.  They  are  farther  commanded  and  empowered  to  provide 
Houses  of  Observation  for  the  reception  of  such  Children  or 
others,  as  ought  to  be  removed  from  sick  houses  crowded  with 
Inmates,  and  especially  when  those  houses  happen  to  be  in  the 
midst  of  or  near  a diseased  neighbourhood. 
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Such  are  the  Powers  with  which  the  Oxford  Board  of  Health 
has  been  invested  by  the  Orders  in  Council,  made  in  pursuance 
of  the  ACT  passed  in  the  Second  Year  of  King  William  the 
Fourth,  Chapter  X.  And  all  persons  are  desired  to  take  Notice, 
that,  after  this  publication,  ignorance  cannot  be  fairly  and  rea- 
sonably urged  as  an  excuse  for  disobedience.  It  certainly  will 
not  be  received  as  a plea  of  defence,  should  the  legal  enforcement 
of  these  provisions  become  necessary.  In  due  subordination  to 
the  Laws  of  God,  the  supreme  Law  at  this  moment  is  the  Law 
of  Prudence  for  the  protection  of  the  Public  Health. 

By  Order  of  the  Board  of  Health, 

Vaughan  Thomas,  Chairman. 
William  Thorp,  Secretary. 

Oxford,  July  26,  1832. 

No.  V. 

To  dwellers  in  Sick  Houses,  or  Sick  Neighbourhoods. 

The  Board  of  Health  has  urgent  duties  to  perform  towards 
you.  It  is  their  duty  to  persuade,  to  counsel,  to  admonish  you. 

It  is  their  duty  to  enlighten  and  inform  you  concerning  the 
spread  of  the  Disease  called  Cholera,  and  concerning  the 
course  it  pursues,  and  its  passage  from  house  to  house,  and  its 
continuance  in  particular  districts,  and  concerning  the  danger 
you  run  by  loving  your  homes  too  well  to  leave  them. 

Look  to  Godfrey’s  Row — look  to  Bull  Street — and  learn  from 
their  afflictions  a lesson  profitable  to  yourselves.  Like  you,  they 
tarried  too  long  in  the  midst  of  disease,  and,  sooner  than  quit 
their  habitations,  many  sickened  and  died.  But  some  there 
were  who  sought  safety  for  themselves  and  families  by  removal. 
The  Board  of  Health  opened  the  doors  of  their  House  in 
St.  Aldate’s  to  receive  them;  and,  with  the  exception  of  one, 
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(who  was  attacked  but  recovered,)  all  did  well,  and  have  since 
expressed  their  thankfulness. 

Let  those  who  took  refuge  in  the  House  of  Observation  tell  you 
how  they  were  received,  boarded,  lodged,  and  treated. 

Profit  too  by  the  experience  of  your  neighbours  at  Bicester. 
They  soon  found,  that  to  stay  at  home  was  disease  and  death, 
but  that  health  and  safety  were  to  be  obtained  by  changing  for  a 
while  their  places  of  abode. 

Take  instruction  from  what  has  happened  in  more  distant 
places.  Near  Edinburgh  there  is  a Village  called  the  Water 
of  Leith.  Cholera  had  spread  its  desolations  through  Forty 
houses.  What  was  the  course  which  the  wise  and  prudent 
recommended?  That  the  inhabitants  should  leave  their  homes 
till  the  disease  and  danger  had  passed  away.  Attached  as  they 
were  to  those  homes,  between  Two  and  Three  Hundred  persons 
at  once  resolved  to  quit  them.  And  what  was  the  result? 
Hear  it  in  the  words  of  George  Hamilton  Bell,  Esq.  His 
Letter  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Board  of  Health,  and  will  be  shewn 
to  any  who  may  wish  to  see  it.  “ Five  or  six  cases  of  the  disease 
occurred  among  those  thus  removed ; but  within  five  days  after 
their  removal,  the  whole  party  were  in  perfect  health.  In  the 
mean  while  the  houses  they  had  left  were  cleansed,  fumigated, 
and  aired,  and  after  a fortnight  or  three  weeks  the  people 
returned  home,  and  have  continued  free  from  the  disease  ever 
since.  Had  these  steps  not  been  pursued,  it  is  evident  that  the 
disease  would  have  prevailed  in  the  village  the  usual  period,  and 
very  many  of  those  removed  would  have  perished.’' 

Clear  and  convincing  as  these  lessons  are,  they  become  as 
nothing  when  compared  with  the  instruction  afforded  by  the 
universal  practice  in  British  India.  Cholera  no  sooner  plants 
its  foot  in  Town  or  Village,  than  the  whole  population  is  seen 
upon  the  move.  The  Inhabitants  seek  safety  in  flight.  They 
seek  it  in  tents,  and  amidst  the  dangers  of  the  wilderness.  But 
you  are  not  called  upon  to  make  such  efforts  of  resolution.  It 
will  be  scarcely  necessary  for  you  to  sacrifice  your  comforts. 
The  utmost  that  you  are  asked  to  do,  is  to  put  yourselves  to  some 


inconvenience — to  the  inconvenience  of  taking  your  food  and 
sleep  for  a short  time  under  the  roof  of  the  House  of  Observation 
in  St.  Aldate’s. 

If  two  medical  Gentlemen  shall  give  it  under  their  hands, 
that  it  is  their  opinion  that  your  health  and  safety  will  be  best 
consulted,  by  leaving  the  sick  house  or  the  sick  row  of  houses  in 
or  near  which  you  dwell,  you  will  be  received  with  kindness, 
and  treated  with  care. 

The  Board  of  Health,  being  appointed  to  do  their  best  to 
prevent,  under  the  blessing  and  assistance  of  Heaven,  the  farther 
spreading  of  Cholera,  have  thought  it  their  duty  to  lay  these 
facts  and  representations  before  you,  in  the  hope  that  you  may  be 
prevailed  upon,  for  the  sake  of  your  own  health  and  safety  5 
to  take  refuge  from  the  approaches  as  well  as  the  attacks  of  this 
fearful  disease.  , 

By  Order  of  the  Board  of  Health, 

Vaughan  Thomas,  Chairman. 

William  Thorp,  Secretary. 

Oxford,  August  2,  1832. 


No.  VI. 

ST.  GILES’S  FAIR.— CAUTION  AND  REMONSTRANCE. 

To  all  Drunkards  and  Revellers,  and  to  the  thought- 
less and  imprudent  of  both  Sexes. 

You  were  told  by  the  Oxford  Board  of  Health  on  the  Fifth  of 
last  December,  (above  Six  Months  before  the  Indian  Disease  had 
reached  this  City,)  that  those  had  been  the  greatest  sufferers 
from  Cholera  who  had  been  in  the  habit  of  indulging  most  freely 
in  Spirituous  Liquors,  and  that  the  habits  of  Life  should  be  re- 
gular and  temperate.  You  were  told  by  the  Board  the  same 
salutary  truths  on  the  twenty-seventh  of  last  July,  when  the 


Disease  began  to  scatter  Death  amongst  us.  You  are  now  told 
for  the  third  time,  that  Death  and  Drunkenness  go  hand  in  hand 
in  these  times  of  Epidemic  Sickness.  But  you  should  consider 
the  present  Warning  more  impressive  than  either  of  the  other  two, 
because  it  is  given  you  after  Two  Months  of  sad  and  fearful 
experience.  The  Oxford  Board  of  Health  for  the  third  time 
admonishes  and  intreats  you  to  forbear  and  to  abstain  from  all 
acts  of  intemperance  and  imprudence.  Beware  of  late  and  long 
sittings,  dancings,  revellings,  surfeitings,  and  such  like.  Beware 
of  mixed,  crowded,  and  unknown  Companies  in  the  distempered 
atmospheres  of  Booths,  Show  Rooms,  and  Canvass  or  Boarded 
Apartments. — Infection  lurks  a long  time  in  Stone  and  Brick 
Buildings ; it  is  impossible  to  say  how  long  it  may  continue  in 
the  materials  of  a Wooden,  Woollen,  and  Hempen  inclosure; 
and  who  knows  where  the  Booths  of  a Fair  were  last  erected,  or 
how  many  of  a sick  population  may  have  been  crowded  within 
them  ? But  especially  beware  of  Drunkenness,  for  it  has  been 
found  to  bite  as  a serpent  and  to  sting  as  an  adder.  Many  who 
have  raised  the  cup  in  merriment  to  their  lips,  have  in  agony 
lamented  their  excesses,  and  at  their  deaths  have  left  a last 
legacy  of  warning  to  the  Drunkard.  Let  all  beware  who  think 
no  cost  too  great  for  the  purchase  of  present  pleasure — Death 
smites  with  its  surest  and  swiftest  arrows  the  licentious  and 
intemperate — the  rash,  fool-hardy,  and  imprudent. 

By  Order  of  the  Board  of  Health, 


Vaughan  Thomas,  Chairman. 
William  Thorp,  Secretary. 

September  1,  1832. 

No.  VII. 

Circular  to  Medical  Gentlemen. 

Sir, 

Government,  by  its  late  Circular  (sent  to  you),  has 
recognized  the  existence  of  Cholera  in  three  stages ; the  Bilious 


37 


stage,  the  Ricy  Evacuation  stage,  and  the  Collapse  stage. 
This  is  to  request  you  to  direct  your  attention  once  more  to  the 
Stomach  and  Bowel  cases  of  illness  which  have  been  under  your 
treatment,  from  the  1st  of  July  to  the  16th  of  September 
inclusive;  and  upon  such  retrospect  be  so  good  to  exercise  your 
judgment  upon  each  case,  in  order  to  satisfy  yourself  upon  this 
point ; whether,  all  things  considered,  (especially  the  Govern- 
ment Circulars  which  recognize  the  existence  of  Cholera  in  three 
progressive  stages,)  you  have  had  vomitings  and  diarrhetic 
discharges  under  your  treatment  within  the  period  above  men- 
tioned, which  have  had  such  peculiarities  in  them,  as  would 
enable  you  to  say  that  they  were  indicative  of  the  presence  of 
Malignant  Cholera  in  its  first  or  incipient  stage.  Be  pleased 
to  state  the  number  of  cases  of  this  description  which  have  come 
under  your  treatment.  You  would  still  farther  contribute  to  the 
elucidation  of  the  Disease,  if,  by  a reference  to  your  notes,  you 
could  state  the  number  of  diarrhetic  cases  under  your  treatment, 
within  the  prescribed  period,  wherein  the  discharges  had  lost 
their  bilious  character,  and  had  altogether  or  almost  assumed  a 
colourless  appearance;  in  other  words,  such  cases  as  Government 
calls  the  Ricy  Evacuation  cases,  and  makes  the  indicia  of  the 
second  stage  of  the  Disease. 

Of  course  it  is  not  intended  to  change  any  thing  in  the 
Reports  or  Schedules  of  cases  sent  to  the  Central  Board  ; but  it 
is  fit  to  take  an  account  of  all  such  cases  of  alarming  and 
dangerous  diarrheea,  from  July  1,  to  September  15,  as  might 
fairly  and  justly  be  presumed  to  have  been  the  forerunners  or 
premonitions  of  Malignant  Cholera. 

The  objects  of  these  inquiries  are,  1st,  to  elucidate  the 
history  and  phsenomena  of  the  Epidemic  in  Oxford.  2dly,  To 
correct  any  erroneous  opinion  which  may  be  abroad  touching 
the  large  proportions  of  deaths  to  the  totals  of  cases  upon  the 
Oxford  returns.  3dly,  Useful  practical  information,  upon  the 
necessity  of  timely  application  to  medicine  and  medical  assist- 
ance, in  the  first  or  incipient  stage  of  the  Disease. 

Nothing  more  is  asked  for  than  a numerical  statement  of  such 


cases,  under  the  two  heads  of  Bilious  and  Ricy  Evacuations, 
with  or  without  names,  with  or  without  initials,  as  may  be  most 
agreeable.  Perhaps  it  would  be  better  to  annex  the  Patient’s 
condition  of  life. 

By  Order  of  the  Board  of  Health, 

Vaughan  Thomas,  Chairman. 

William  Thorp,  Secretary. 

September  4,  1832. 

No.  VIII. 

Voluntary  Subscription  in  aid  and  furtherance  of  the 
Measures  necessary  for  preventing , under  Gods 
blessing,  the  spreading  of  Spasmodic  Cholera  in 
Oxford  and  the  Suburbs,  and  for  providing  for  the 
Public  Health. 

Nearly  Five  Hundred  Pounds  having  been  raised  for  sanitary 
and  precautionary  purposes  by  operation  of  Law,  (but  under 
circumstances  of  considerable  embarrassment,)  a fit  opportunity 
now  presents  itself,  and  with  the  approbation  of  the  public 
authorities,  for  the  cooperation  of  Charity.  In  all  former 
visitations  of  pestilential  disease  in  Oxford,  Law  and  Charity 
have  worked  together  for  the  relief  of  the  afflicted  ; and  it  would 
not  accord  with  the  present  improved  state  of  public  knowledge 
and  feeling,  to  break  those  bonds  asunder.  As  in  former  times, 
when  this  place  was  under  the  pressure  of  Plague  or  other 
malignant  Epidemic,  so  under  the  present  calamity,  an  oppor- 
tunity is  presented  to  the  charitable  for  the  performance  of  many 
Christian  duties,  essential  to  the  safety,  health,  or  well-being 
of  man.  The  hungry  are  to  be  fed,  drink  is  to  be  given  to  the 
thirsty,  the  naked  are  to  be  clothed,  the  houseless  to  be  taken 


in,  the  sick  to  be  visited.  These  are  not  overcharged  representa- 
tions; they  are  faithful  statements  of  the  acts  and  offices  of 
Charity,  which  are  daily,  almost  hourly,  performed  at  the 
Cholera  Hospital,  at  the  House  of  Observation,  at  the  House 
of  Convalescence,  at  the  homes  of  the  Cholerous  sick  ; and  it  is 
to  the  performance  of  these  acts  and  offices  of  Charity,  branching 
out  into  a vast  variety  of  particular  administrations,  that  the 
humane  and  charitable  are  now  invited  to  contribute  by  their 
Subscriptions. 

Neither  are  these  the  only  claims  upon  Public  Benevolence. 
There  still  remains  a large  supplement  of  duties  to  be  provided 
for.  In  times  of  malignant  Epidemic  sickness,  precautionary  as 
well  as  sanitary  measures  are  to  be  adopted.  The  safety  of 
those  in  health  demands  the  forethought  and  circumspection  of 
Christian  vigilance,  almost  as  much  as  the  sufferings  of  the 
diseased  require  the  alleviations  of  Christian  compassion ; and 
to  give,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  sickness,  is  as  much  an  act 


of  Christian  almsgiving,  as  to  give,  for  the  purpose  of  remedying 
or  relieving  its  severities. 

Upon  such  grounds  as  these,  compassionate  and  prudential, 
but  all  charitable  and  Christian,  the  present  appeal  is  made  to 
the  Public.  An  opportunity  is  presented  of  doing  manifold 
services  to  the  alarmed,  the  endangered,  and  the  diseased  ; and 
Subscribers  will  enjoy  the  happiness  of  knowing,  that  by  their 
almsmoney  they  will  cooperate  in  the  care  and  cure  of  sickness, 
in  the  protection  and  preservation  of  health,  and  in  the  allaying 
of  public  fears  and  apprehensions. 

By  Order  of  the  Board  of  Health, 

Vaughan  Thomas,  Chairman. 
William  Thorp,  Secretary. 


No.  IX. 


Tabular  view  of  the  Reports  of  the  Oxford  Board,  to  the  Central  Board  of  Health,  from  July  2, 

to  November  28,  1832. 

It  is  to  be  observed,  that  5 cases  (four  deaths  and  one  recovery)  had  occurred,  before  the  regular  daily  Reports  commenced. 


Date. 

Remaining  at 

New 

Dead. 

Recovered. 

Remain- 

Date. 

Remaining  at 

New 

Dead. 

Recovered. 

Remain- 

last Report. 

Cases. 

ing. 

last  Report. 

Cases. 

ing. 

July 

2. 

0 

8 

3 

3 

2 

August  20. 

6 

2 

1 

2 

5 

3. 

2 

0 

1 

0 

1 

21. 

5 

0 

0 

1 

4 

4. 

1 

0 

0 

0 

J 

22. 

4 

0 

0 

2 

2 

5. 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

23. 

2 

0 

0 

1 

1 

6. 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

24. 

1 

5 

2 

0 

4 

7. 

0 

8 

3 

0 

5 

25. 

4 

4 

3 

0 

5 

8. 

5 

1 

3 

0 

3 

26. 

5 

8 

3 

0 

10 

9. 

3 

1 

0 

1 

3 

27. 

10 

4 

3 

0 

11 

10. 

3 

5 

2 

2 

4 

28. 

11 

4 

3 

1 

11 

11. 

4 

3 

3 

0 

4 

29. 

11 

5 

1 

0 

15 

12. 

4 

1 

0 

0 

5 

30. 

15 

3 

1 

0 

17 

13. 

5 

0 

1 

2 

2 

31. 

17 

5 

0 

1 

21 

14. 

2 

3 

0 

1 

4 

September  1. 

21 

1 

0 

1 

21 

15. 

4 

3 

2 

0 

5 

2. 

21 

0 

1 

0 

20 

16. 

5 

2 

0 

2 

5 

3. 

20 

3 

0 

0 

23 

17. 

5 

1 

1 

1 

4 

4. 

23 

4 

0 

3 

24 

18. 

4 

2 

0 

1 

5 

5. 

24 

2 

0 

3 

23 

19. 

5 

3 

2 

0 

6 

6. 

23 

3 

2 

1 

23 

20. 

6 

1 

0 

0 

7 

7. 

23 

2 

2 

2 

21 

21. 

7 

1 

0 

1 

7 

8. 

21 

0 

0 

1 

20 

22. 

7 

2 

1 

1 

7 

9. 

20 

0 

0 

3 

17 

23. 

7 

0 

1 

1 

5 

10. 

17 

2 

0 

0 

19 

24. 

5 

0 

0 

1 

4 

11. 

19 

2 

2 

0 

19 

25. 

4 

1 

1 

0 

4 

12. 

19 

1 

0 

4 

16 

26. 

4 

8 

3 

0 

9 

13. 

16 

0 

0 

2 

14 

27. 

9 

3 

3 

0 

9 

14. 

14 

0 

4 

5 

5 

28. 

9 

3 

2 

1 

9 

15. 

5 

0 

0 

1 

4 

29. 

9 

1 

0 

0 

10 

16. 

4 

0 

1 

3 

0 

30. 

10 

1 

0 

2 

9 

17-  There  being  no 

case  in 

Oxford, 

or  St.  Clement’s,  the 

31. 

9 

4 

2 

0 

11 

Reports  were 

discontinued. 

August 

1. 

11 

5 

4 

0 

12 

October  4. 

Reports  resumed  once  a week. 

2. 

12 

4 

1 

1 

14 

10. 

0 

5 

0 

5 

0 

3. 

14 

2 

2 

5 

.9 

11. 

There  being  no 

case  in 

Oxford. 

, or  St.  Clement’s,  the 

4. 

9 

2 

1 

0 

10 

Reports  were 

discontinued. 

5. 

10 

0 

0 

2 

8 

23.  Reports  resumed  once  a 

week. 

the  disease  having  re- 

6- 

8 

1 

0 

2 

7 

appeared  in  Oxford. 

7. 

7 

1 

0 

0 

8 

24. 

0 

3 

0 

0 

3 

8. 

8 

1 

2 

1 

6 

31. 

3 

3 

2 

0 

4 

9. 

6 

3 

0 

1 

8 

November  7- 

4 

0 

1 

2 

1 

10. 

8 

0 

0 

0 

8 

15. 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

11. 

8 

2 

0 

0 

10 

21. 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

12. 

10 

2 

1 

1 

10 

25. 

1 

1 

0 

2 

0 

13. 

10 

1 

0 

0 

11 

28. 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

14. 

11 

1 

0 

1 

11 

Thanks,  praise,  and  glory,  be  to  Thee,  O Lord,  thou  Ruler  of  the 

15. 

11 

1 

1 

1 

10 

changes  and  chances  of  this  life ! The  epidemic  has  ceased  in 

all  the 

16. 

10 

1 

2 

1 

8 

parishes,  under  the  superintendence  of  the  Oxford  Board  of  Health, 

17- 

8 

0 

1 

0 

7 

Nov.  28,  1832,  having  from  1 

the  date 

of  the 

first  clear  and 

certain 

18. 

7 

1 

0 

2 

6 

case,  June  24, 

continued  with 

occasional  interruptions  137  days,  or 

19. 

6 

1 

0 

1 

6 

19  weeks  and  4 days. 

No.  X. 

TABLE  OF  CASES  OF  CHOLERA,  DEATHS,  AND  RECOVERIES, 


Distributed  according  to  Parishes,  with  the  Male  and  Female  Population  of  each. 


Parishes. 

St.  Aldate 

All  Saints 

St.  Ebbe 

Holywell 

St.  John 

St.  Martin 

St.  Mary  Magdalen 

St.  Mary  the  Virgin 

St.  Michael 

St.  Peter  in  the  East 


Population. 

Males.  Females.  Total. 

698  754  1452 

275  285  560 

1537  1586  3123 

443  501  944 

61  61  122 

240  250  490 

1132  1308  2440 

192  227  419 

449  522  971 

522  604  1 126 

616  620  1236 


Cases  of  Cholera. 

Males.  Females.  Total. 


Deaths. 

Males.  Females.  Total. 


Recoveries. 

Males.  Females.  Total. 


7 

o 

16 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

2 


5 

2 

15 

1 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 


12 

2 

31 

1 

0 

1 

4 

0 

0 

4 

2 


3 

0 

10 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 


7 

0 

15 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

2 

1 


1 

2 

10 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 


5 

2 

16 


St.  Thomas  1647 

1630 

3277 

24 

14 

38 

14 

3 

17 

10 

11 

21 

The  Castle  Gaol  135 

13 

148 

3 

0 

3 

3 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

St.  Clement  in  the  Suburbs  890 

946 

1836 

43 

31 

74 

23 

13 

36 

20 

18 

38 

Total  8837 

9307 

18144 

99 

73 

172 

54 

30 

84 

45 

43 

88 

@3*  To  these  are  to  be  added  two  anonymous  Cases  of  Cholera  (No.  148  and  No.  86.)  which  terminated  in  Death. 


A PARTITION  OF  THE  CASES,  DEATHS,  AND  RECOVERIES, 

In  Oxford  and  in  St.  Clement’s. 


Total  of  Cases,  Male,  in  Oxford 
Total  of  Cases,  Male,  in  St.  Clement’s 

561 
43  J 

' Joint  total  of  Male  Cases 

99 

Total  of  Cases,  Female,  in  Oxford 
Total  of  Cases,  Female,  in  St.  Clement’s  . 

421 
31 J 

•Joint  total  of  Female  Cases 

73 

Total  of  Deaths,  Male,  in  Oxford 
Total  of  Deaths,  Male,  in  St.  Clement’s 

31' 

23. 

j-  Joint  total  of  Deaths,  Male 

54 

Total  of  Deaths,  Female,  in  Oxford  . 
Total  of  Deaths,  Female,  in  St.  Clement’s 

171 

13J 

■Joint  total  of  Deaths,  Female 

30 

Total  of  Recoveries  in  Oxford  . 
Total  of  Recoveries  in  St.  Clement’s 

501 
38  j 

Joint  total  of  Recoveries,  Male  and 
Female  .... 

88 

Total  of  total  of  Cases,  Male  and  Female,  in  Oxford  and  St.  Clement’s  . . . . 172 

Total  of  total  of  Recoveries,  Male  and  Female,  in  Oxford  and  St.  Clement’s  ...  88 

Total  of  total  of  Deaths,  Male  and  Female,  in  Oxford  and  St.  Clement’s  ....  84 

Add  the  two  anonymous  Cases  .......  2 

And  the  final  reckoning  will  be  86  Deaths. 


HKlOOtoOOC 


No.  XI. 


TABLE  OF  THE  CASES  OF  CHOLERA  IN  OXFORD, 

Set  forth  according  to  the  Ages  of  the  Patients. 


/ 


Under  one  year  old  2 

One  and  under  two  3 

Two  and  under  three  4 

Three  and  under  four  4 

Four  and  under  five  6 

Five  and  under  six  5 

Six  and  under  seven  2 

Seven  and  under  eight  4 

Eight  and  under  nine  2 

Nine  and  under  ten  3 

Ten  and  under  eleven  2 

Eleven  and  under  twelve  2 

Twelve  and  under  thirteen  1 

Thirteen  and  under  fourteen  2 

Fourteen  and  under  fifteen  1 

Fifteen  and  under  sixteen  2 

Sixteen  and  under  seventeen  2 

Seventeen  and  under  eighteen  3 

Eighteen  and  under  nineteen  3 

Nineteen  and  under  twenty  4 

Twenty  and  under  twenty-one  3 

Twenty-one  and  under  twenty-two  1 

Twenty-two  and  under  twenty-three  2 

Twenty-three  and  under  twenty-four  3 

Twenty-four  and  under  twenty-five  2 

Twenty-five  and  under  twenty-six  5 

Twenty-six  and  under  twenty-seven  4 

Twenty-seven  and  under  twenty-eight  4 

Twenty-eight  and  under  twenty-nine  3 

Twenty-nine  and  under  thirty  2 

Thirty  and  under  thirty-one  6 

Thirty-one  and  under  thirty-two  2 

Thirty-two  and  under  thirty-three  2 

Thirty-three  and  under  thirty-four  1 

Thirty-four  and  under  thirty-five  6 

Thirty-five  and  under  thirty-six  3 

Thirty-six  and  under  thirty-seven  3 

Thirty-seven  and  under  thirty-eight  1 

Thirty-eight  and  under  thirty-nine  1 

Thirty-nine  and  under  forty  1 

Forty  and  under  forty-one  3 


Forty-one  and  under  forty-two  1 

Forty-two  and  under  forty-three  3 

Forty-three  and  under  forty-four  4 

Forty-four  and  under  forty-five  1 

Forty-five  and  under  forty-six  2 

Forty-six  and  under  forty-seven  1 

Forty-seven  and  under  forty-eight  2 
Forty-eight  and  under  forty-nine  1 

Forty-nine  and  under  fifty  0 

Fifty  and  under  fifty-one  4 

Fifty-one  and  under  fifty-two  2 

Fifty-two  and  under  fifty-three  2 

Fifty-three  and  under  fifty-four  2 

Fifty-four  and  under  fifty-five  2 

Fifty-five  and  under  fifty-six  3 

Fifty-six  and  under  fifty-seven  4 

Fifty-seven  and  under  fifty-eight  1 

Fifty-eight  and  under  fifty-nine  1 

Fifty-nine  and  under  sixty  1 

Sixty  and  under  sixty-one  2 

Sixty-one  and  under  sixty-two  1 

Sixty-two  and  under  sixty-three  0 

Sixty-three  and  under  sixty-four  1 

Sixty-four  and  under  sixty-five  1 

Sixty-five  and  under  sixty-six  0 

Sixty-six  and  under  sixty-seven  2 

Sixty-seven  and  under  sixty-eight  1 

Sixty-eight  and  under  sixty-nine  0 

Sixty-nine  and  under  seventy  0 

Seventy  and  under  seventy-one  4 

Seventy-one  and  under  seventy-two  0 

Seventy-two  and  under  seventy-three  2 

Seventy-three  and  under  seventy-four  2 

Seventy-four  and  under  seventy-five  1 

Seventy-five  and  under  seventy-six  1 

Seventy-six  and  under  seventy- seven  0 

Seventy-seven  and  under  seventy-eight  2 
Seventy-eight  and  under  seventy-nine  0 

Seventy-nine  and  under  eighty  0 

Eighty  and  under  eighty-one  1 

Eighty-four  and  under  eighty-five  1 
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TABLE  OF  DEATHS  BY  CHOLERA  IN  OXFORD, 

Set  forth  according  to  the  Ages  of  the  Deceased. 


Under  one  year  old  3 

Of  one  and  under  two  2 

Of  two  and  under  three  2 

Of  three  and  under  four  3 

Of  four  and  under  five  3 

Of  five  and  under  six  4 

Of  six  and  under  seven  1 

Of  seven  and  under  eight  1 

Of  eight  and  under  nine  1 

Of  nine  and  under  ten  1 

Of  ten  and  under  eleven  0 

Of  eleven  and  under  twelve  1 

Of  twelve  and  under  thirteen  0 

Of  thirteen  and  under  fourteen  1 

Of  fourteen  and  under  fifteen  0 

Of  fifteen  and  under  sixteen  1 

Of  sixteen  and  under  seventeen  0 

Of  seventeen  and  under  eighteen  1 

Of  eighteen  and  under  nineteen  0 

Of  nineteen  and  under  twenty  3 

Of  twenty  and  under  twenty-one  1 

Of  twenty-one  and  under  twenty-two  0 

Of  twenty-two  and  under  twenty-three  2 

Of  twenty-three  and  under  twenty-four  2 

Of  twenty-four  and  under  twenty-five  2 

Of  twenty-five  and  under  twenty-six  2 

Of  twenty-six  and  under  twenty-seven  1 

Of  twenty-seven  and  under  twenty-eight  2 

Of  twenty-eight  and  under  twenty-nine  2 

Of  twenty-nine  and  under  thirty  2 

Of  thirty  and  under  thirty-one  3 

Of  thirty-one  and  under  thirty-two  0 

Of  thirty-two  and  under  thirty-three  1 

Of  thirty-three  and  under  thirty-four  0 

Of  thirty-four  and  under  thirty-five  2 

Of  thirty-five  and  under  thirty-six  1 

Of  thirty-six  and  under  thirty-seven  1 

Of  thirty-seven  and  under  thirty-eight  0 

Of  thirty-eight  and  under  thirty-nine  0 

Of  thirty-nine  and  under  forty  0 

Of  forty  and  under  forty-one  1 

Of  forty-one  and  under  forty-two  0 

Of  forty-two  and  under  forty-three  1 


Of  forty-three  and  under  forty-four  1 

Of  forty-four  and  under  forty-five  0 

Of  forty-five  and  under  forty-six  0 

Of  forty-six  and  under  forty-seven  1 

Of  forty-seven  and  under  forty-eight  0 

Of  forty-eight  and  under  forty-nine  1 

Of  forty-nine  and  under  fifty  0 

Of  fifty  and  under  fifty-one  1 

Of  fifty-one  and  under  fifty-two  2 

Of  fifty-two  and  under  fifty-three  2 

Of  fifty-three  and  under  fifty-four  2 

Of  fifty-four  and  under  fifty-five  2 

Of  fifty-five  and  under  fifty-six  1 

Of  fifty-six  and  under  fifty-seven  1 

Of  fifty-seven  and  under  fifty-eight  1 

Of  fifty-eight  and  under  fifty-nine  1 

Of  fifty-nine  and  under  sixty  1 

Of  sixty  and  under  sixty-one  1 

Of  sixty-one  and  under  sixty-two  1 

Of  sixty-two  and  under  sixty-three  0 

Of  sixty-three  and  under  sixty-four  1 

Of  sixty-four  and  under  sixty-five  1 

Of  sixty-five  and  under  sixty-six  0 

Of  sixty-six  and  under  sixty-seven  l 

Of  sixty-seven  and  under  sixty-eight  1 

Of  sixty-eight  and  under  sixty-nine  0 

Of  sixty-nine  and  under  seventy  0 

Of  seventy  and  under  seventy-one  3 

Of  seventy-one  and  under  seventy-two  0 

Of  seventy-two  and  under  seventy-three  2 

Of  seventy-three  and  under  seventy-four  1 

Of  seventy-four  and  under  seventy-five  0 

Of  seventy-five  and  under  seventy-six  1 

Of  seventy-six  and  under  seventy-seven  0 

Of  seventy-seven  and  under  seventy-eight  0 
Of  seventy-eight  and  under  seventy-nine  0 

Of  seventy-nine  and  under  eighty  0 

Of  eighty  and  under  eighty-one  1 

Of  eighty-one  and  under  eighty-two  0 

Of  eighty-two  and  under  eighty-three  0 

Of  eighty-three  and  under  eighty-four  0 

Of  eighty-four  and  under  eighty-five  ] 


The  youngest  of  those  who  died  was  William  Belcher,  of  the  New  Hamel,  18  days  old;  and 
the  oldest  was  Jane  Grimshaw,  of  Broken  Hayes,  aged  84. 
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No.  XIII. 

Letters  from  the  Medical  Officers  of  the  Cholera  Hospital , Observation  House,  and  House  for  Convalescents, 
to  the  Rev.  Vaughan  Thomas , as  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Health. 


The  Observations  of  Mr.  Thomas  Allen,  Medical  Officer  of  the 
Cholera  Hospital,  upon  the  nature  and  treatment  of  Cholera. 

Rev.  Sir, 

Having  been  desired  by  the  Board  to  furnish  whatever  facts 
and  observations  I might  be  enabled  to  collect,  I sent  in  my  facts 
in  the  shape  of  cases,  but  abstained  from  introducing  any  opinions 
until  my  observations  could  be  reviewed  with  careful  consideration. 
I may  now  state  my  belief  to  be,  that  the  disease  is  introduced 
into  the  system  through  the  respiratory  organs  by  the  inhalation  of 
a pernicious  principle : whether  it  came  from  the  Ganges,  or  is 
evolved  in  the  different  centres  of  its  influence,  I will  not  pretend  to 
argue  here:  this  noxious  matter  being  transmitted  through  the  air- 
cells  to  the  circulation,  is  thereby  carried  to  the  several  functional 
agents  affected.  Different  writers  have  chosen  different  parts  of 
the  body  as  the  seat  of  this  disease.  Dupuytren  places  it  in  the 
mucous  follicles  and  glands  of  the  intestines:  Delpech  in  the 
semilunar  ganglion  and  abdominal  plexus:  while  Dr.  Ochel  of 
St.  Petersburgh  contends  that  its  proximate  cause  is  a paralysis 
of  the  organ  of  circulation.  From  the  tables  of  organic  lesion 
that  have  been  presented  to  us,  there  does  not  appear  sufficient 
evidence  of  this  disease  having  shewn  a predilection  for  any 
especial  organ  or  texture  demonstrable  by  a characteristic  re- 
presentative, but  that  the  vital  functions  have  exhibited  severally 
appearances  analogous  to  what  any  other  acute  disorder,  con- 
stitutionally modified,  might  have  produced  in  the  same  organs. 
Instead  of  classifying  structural  derangements  according  to  the 
periods  of  the  disease,  conclusions  have  been  formed  from  cases 
fatal  at  different  stages  of  attack;  and,  without  regard  to  the 
transitions  from  diarrhaea  to  collapse,  or  through  collapse  to 
inflammatory  action,  numbers  have  been  examined  and  pronounced 
upon  as  tbe  pathological  results  of  Cholera  generally. 


Majendie,  who  has  spared  no  pains  to  interrogate  nature  by 
experiment,  says,  “ In  the  case  of  epidemics,  or  fevers  deemed 
contagious,  it  is  of  high  importance  to  discover  the  matters 
which,  under  the  form  of  vapour,  gas,  or  miasma,  may  be  diffused 
in  the  air,  and  descend  into  the  lungs.”  In  support  of  the  pro- 
bability of  deleterious  matter  in  the  air  during  the  prevalence  of 
Cholera,  I refer  to  Prout’s  Treatise,  where  it  is  stated  as  the 
opinion  of  the  writer,  “ that  this  virulent  disease  was  owing  to 
the  same  matter  that  produced  the  additional  weight  of  the  air” 
Here  is  a change  appreciable  only  by  alteration  of  weight,  though 
its  cause  and  abstract  character  eludes  the  refinement  of  modern 
philosophy:  but,  as  an  agent  of  disease  associated  with  human 
symptoms,  we  may  infer  that  the  Cholerine  matter  is  a distinct 
virus;  that  it  prefers  certain  localities;  that  many  within  its 
sphere,  whose  constitutional  powers  are  unimpaired,  can  resist  its 
influence;  while  those,  whose  functions  are  disturbed  by  pre- 
disposing causes,  suffer  in  time,  degree,  and  state,  corresponding 
to  their  condition  : that,  according  to  its  intensity,  the  duration 
of  exposure,  and  peculiarities  of  constitution,  we  have  every 
possible  modification  of  disorder  from  nausea  and  diarrhaea  to 
cramps  and  collapse. 

In  a short  address  like  the  present,  I cannot  vindicate  in 
detail  my  notions  of  the  disease,  nor  attempt  to  account  for  those 
symptoms  which  all  have  recognized  as  its  peculiar  features. 
A retreat  to  the  centre,  with  a reduction  of  animal  heat, 
indicated  by  internal  vascular  turgescence,  and  imperfect  circu- 
lation at  the  surface,  appear  to  be  the  most  prominent  and  uniform 
features  of  this  disease;  but  whether  the  congestion  be  primarily 
or  principally  in  the  brain,  lungs,  heart,  liver,  or  stomach,  has 
not  been  satisfactorily  proved,  however  different  theorists  may 
have  advanced  authority  in  support  of  each  for  the  establishment 
of  a particular  doctrine. 


My  mode  of  treatment  has  been  principally  conducted  with  a 
view  to  promote  the  secretion  of  bile  by  calomel;  if  the  heart’s 
oppression  has  not  been  relieved  by  bleeding,  I have  opened  a vein 
in  the  early  stages ; later  I have  endeavoured  to  rouse  the  system 
by  stimulants,  not  relying  on  them  for  permanent  benefit,  but  as 
props  until  bleeding  might  be  practicable,  or  the  calomel  effica- 
cious. I have  used  very  little  opium,  in  some  cases  none.  Effer- 
vescing draughts,  or  alkaline  solutions  have  been  useful  in 
allaying  sickness  and  thirst,  and  may  have  assisted  the  calomel 
in  its  effect  on  the  secretions.  External  heat,  friction,  sinapisms, 
and  blisters,  as  adjuncts  of  importance,  have  been  used.  Emetics 
were  serviceable  at  the  commencement,  but  not  late  in  the 
disease.  A large  dose  of  calomel  at  first,  followed  up  by  smaller 
doses  at  regular  intervals,  appeared  to  be  the  most  powerful  check 
on  its  progress. 

(Signed)  T.  Allen,  M.R.C.S. 


Observations  of  Mr.  J.  F.  Wood,  upon  the  cases  which  came 
under  his  treatment  in  the  Oxford  Castle  Gaol,  and  House  of 
Observation. 

Rev.  Sir, 

According  to  your  request,  I proceed  to  state  such  facts  re- 
specting the  fearful  visitation  of  1832,  as  occurred  to  me  while 
in  medical  charge  of  the  House  of  Observation  and  the  County 
Gaol,  during  the  time  the  disease  remained  amongst  us. 

The  Gaol  at  that  time  contained  about  135  male  prisoners, 
distributed  in  six  yards,  no  communication  being  permitted 
between  the  inmates  of  one  yard  and  those  of  another,  except 
during  the  daily  service  in  the  chapel. 

In  the  yard  No.  3,  were  19  prisoners  for  trial  at  the  then 
ensuing  assizes,  of  whom  one,  John  Leach,  was  a native  of 
Bicester,  where  the  Cholera  was  at  that  time  raging,  and  he 
received  some  woollen  articles  of  clothing  from  home  about  the 
18th  or  19th  of  June. 


In  the  evening  of  the  24th,  D.  Briscoe,  a person  confined  in 
the  same  yard  with  Leach,  was  attacked  with  the  preliminary 
symptoms,  or,  as  the  Government  circulars  afterwards  called  them, 
the  first  stage  of  Cholera ; but  supposing  it  to  be  merely  a 
common  bowel  attack,  he  did  not  mention  the  circumstance  to 
any  one,  but  was  locked  up  in  his  cell  for  the  night  as  usual. 
About  3 in  the  morning  of  the  25th,  he  became  so  ill  as  to  render 
medical  assistance  necessary,  and  when  I saw  him  by  half  past  3, 
he  was  decidedly  labouring  under  Cholera.  I may  mention  here, 
that  although  this  was  the  first  case  I had  seen,  there  was  not 
the  slightest  difficulty  in  recognising  the  disease  at  once;  and 
this  held  good  during  the  whole  course  of  the  epidemic.  The 
man  rallied  under  the  course  of  treatment  adopted  so  far  as  to 
give  hopes  of  recovery ; but  a sudden  relapse  took  place,  and  he 
died  at  half  past  4 in  the  afternoon  of  the  25th,  13  hours  from 
the  time  I saw  him,  and  24  from  the  first  attack  of  the  disease. 

Under  these  circumstances,  it  wras  judged  prudent  to  prevent 
all  communications  between  the  different  classes  of  prisoners;  a 
better  diet  and  the  use  of  tobacco  were  allowed,  and  all  visitors 
were  excluded  from  the  Gaol. 

In  the  course  of  the  week,  from  the  24th  to  the  30th  of  June, 
two  other  persons  in  the  same  division  of  the  prison  were  seized 
with  undoubted  symptoms  of  Cholera,  both  of  whom  died ; 
and  every  other  prisoner  in  the  same  division  suffered  more  or 
less  from  disturbance  of  the  stomach  and  bowels,  some  passing 
even  into  the  very  evacuation  or  second  stage  of  the  disease,  but 
all  recovered  under  medical  treatment ; while  in  none  of  the  other 
divisions  of  the  prison  did  any  similar  case  occur. 

With  respect  to  the  treatment  of  the  disease,  I fear  that  if  the 
last  or  blue  stage  is  fairly  set  in  before  any  curative  means  are 
adopted,  but  little  hope  remains  of  conducting  the  patient  through 
the  attack.  Indeed  the  great  variety  of  remedies,  of  opposite  cha- 
racters too,  that  have  been  recommended,  afford  sufficient  proof 
of  the  inefficacy  of  all.  It  seems,  however,  to  be  allowed  on  all 
hands,  that  the  brandy  and  laudanum  system  is  an  injurious  one; 
and  perhaps  small  and  frequently  repeated  doses  of  calomel,  with 


occasionally  a powerful  emetic  of  salt,  and  preserving  if  possible 
the  heat  of  the  body,  afford  the  best  chance  of  recovery. 

Much,  however,  may  be  done  in  the  way  of  prevention,  during 
the  prevalence  of  Cholera.  Immediate  attention  should  be  paid 
to  the  first  symptoms  of  uneasiness  in  the  bowels  or  stomach, 
when  a dose  of  rhubard  and  magnesia,  or  rhubard  and  calomel, 
according  to  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  followed  by  a cordial 
draught  containing  a full  dose  of  laudanum,  will  in  most  in- 
stances arrest  the  progress  of  the  disease;  and  it  has  been  proved 
beyond  the  possibility  of  a doubt,  that  removal  from  a neighbour- 
hood infected  with  this  disease  affords  an  almost  certain  pro- 
tection from  its  attack. 

(Signed)  J.  F.  Wood. 


Observations  of  Mr.  Patrick  Madgett,  Medical  Officer  at  the 
House  for  Convalescents,  upon  the  nature  and  treatment  of 
Cholera. 


Rev.  Sir, 

In  compliance  with  your  wish  to  give  the  result  of  my 
observations  and  opinions,  both  as  to  the  disease  and  treatment 
of  the  Asiatic  Cholera  during  its  prevalence  in  this  City,  I shall 
endeavour  to  fulfil  t©  the  best  of  my  abilities  what  I should  have 
considered  my  duty  to  have  done  before,  had  I a supposition  that 
any  observations  of  mine  were  in  any  way  serviceable  to  the 
community.  And,  first,  I must  remark,  that  I have  had  in  my 
practice  hitherto  many  cases  of  English  Cholera  approximating 
very  closely  to  that  of  the  Asiatic,  of  course  excepting  some  of  the 
leading  features  of  the  latter,  and  from  the  success  attendant  on 
the  treatment  which  I pursued  in  the  former  cases  it  was,  that  I 
came  to  the  conclusion  of  adopting  the  same  means,  but  in  a 
bolder  way.  I must  here  remark,  that  I was  not  always  fortu- 
nate enough  to  see  my  patient  sufficiently  early  to  act  upon  this 


plan,  and  therefore  could  not  have  expected  any  pleasing  result; 
such  also  was  my  misfortune  (as  must  have  been  expected)  when 
the  patient’s  previous  habits  were  such  as  to  destroy  the  entire 
organic  system.  One  sad  instance  of  this  I met  with  when 
doing  duty  for  a brother  officer  at  the  Hospital,  during  a slight 
indisposition ; for  by  means  of  stimulants  and  friction,  kept  up 
for  eleven  hours,  together  with  turpentine  enema,  my  patient  had 
so  far  recovered  from  the  collapse  stage,  as  to  enable  her  to  sit  up 
of  herself,  and  call  for  breakfast,  of  which  she  ate  heartily;  but, 
alas!  her  constitution  was  too  much  shattered,  and  she  sank  the 
next  night. 

A great  deal  has  been  said  and  written  as  to  the  origin  of  the 
disease,  and  whether  contagious  or  not.  For  my  part,  I look 
upon  it  as  a visitation  assignable  to  no  known  cause,  but  gene- 
rated, as  I imagine,  in  the  air,  and  wafted  by  it  through  the 
globe,  to  the  destruction  of  those  whose  constitutions  from  previous 
predisposition  to  bilious  attacks,  or  previous  bad  mode  of  living, 
were  unable  to  withstand  its  malignity.  As  to  its  being  contagious, 
notwithstanding  that  I have  had  some  able  arguments  to  prove 
its  being  so,  I nevertheless  cannot  bring  myself  to  such  conclusion, 
seeing  what  I have  seen. 

I have  only  now  to  state  what  my  plan  of  treatment  usually 
was.  And,  first,  I can  boldly  affirm,  that  whenever  I was  called 
in  on  the  attack  coming  on,  by  bleeding  freely,  and  giving 
calomel  in  doses  of  ten  grains  each  alternately,  with  a saline 
aperient  say  every  two  hours,  I generally  had  the  satisfaction  to 
see  feculent  evacuations,  and  my  patient  recover,  without  reach- 
ing the  collapse  stage.  When  I was  not  fortunate  enough  to 
reach  my  patient  before  the  collapse  stage,  I then  usually  had 
recourse  to  friction  and  stimulants,  external  as  rvell  as  internal. 
Turpentine  lavements  I found  very  beneficial,  and  would  recom- 
mend the  use  of  them  in  all  such  cases.  Tonics  and  cordials 
were  always  given  as  soon  as  the  danger  had  passed,  which 
very  much  accelerated  their  recovery. 

(Signed)  P.  Madgett. 
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